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Preface and Acknowledgments

The first ed i ti on of Plain En glish for Law yers was a revi s ed ver-
s i on of an arti cle that appe a red in 66 Ca l i fornia Law Revi ew 727,
p u bl i s h ed by the stu dents of the Un ivers i ty of Ca l i forn i a , Berke-
l ey, S ch ool of L aw, copyri ght 1978, by the Ca l i fornia Law Revi ew,
In c .

Ma ny of the ch a n ges made in su b s equ ent ed i ti ons reflect the ide a s ,
wri ti n gs , and su gge s ti ons made by others who toil in the field of l ega l
wri ti n g. My debts to them are so many that to ack n owl ed ge all of
t h em properly in foo tn o tes or en d n o tes would distract the re ader—
a sin that all of us in the field pre ach aga i n s t . Thu s , l et me here thank
my sch o l a rly cred i tors including the fo ll owi n g : Ken n eth Ad a m s ,
Ma rk Adl er, Robert Ben s on , Norman Bra n d , Robert Ch a i m , Robert
Ch a rrow, Veda Ch a rrow, Ma rtin Cut t s , Robert Eagl e s on , J. M . Foers ,
Bryan Garn er, Tom Goldstei n , G eor ge Ha t h aw ay, Ma r ga ret Jo h n s ,
Jo s eph Ki m bl e , Philip Kn i gh t , Jet h ro Lieberm a n , Ray Pa rn a s , Ja n i ce
Red i s h , Peter Ti ers m a , Ri ch a rd Th om a s , and Garth Th orn ton .
Thanks also to Kel tie Jones for her fine work on the punctu a ti on
ch a pter.

I owe special thanks to David Mell i n kof f , who died on the last
d ay of the 20th cen tu ry. He was edu c a ted at Stanford Un ivers i ty and
Ha rva rd Law Sch oo l . Af ter serving as an arti ll ery of ficer in Worl d
War II, he became a su ccessful practicing law yer in Beverly Hi lls and
later a beloved law professor at UCLA. All of us in the field of legal
writing have benefitted from his careful scholarship and wise guid-
a n ce ex pre s s ed in The La n g u a ge of the Law ( 1 9 6 3 ) , Legal Wri ti n g :
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S en se & No n sen se ( 1 9 8 2 ) , and Mell i n kof f ’s Di cti o n a ry of Am eri c a n
Legal Usage (1992).
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