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FOREWORD

Florida’s Oldest Law School

Dean Darby Dickerson

The story of a law sch ool is a story about people—students, faculty, alumni,
staff, donors, and friends whose dreams, hopes, hard work, and ongoing sup-
port make the sch ool a reality In the pages that follow, you willre ad abo ut the
remarkable people who have graced the halls, courtyards, and piazzas of Stet-
son University College of Law.

The College of Law opened in DeLand, Florida on October 2, 1900, with
five male students from Florida. In many ways, our first graduates would not
recognize their alma mater today. The school’s main campus is now located
in Gulfport, a small communityad jacent to St. Petersburg; we also have a satel-
lite campus near downtown Tampa. The student body exceeds 950, and many
students are women and minorities. In other ways, the original graduates
would be very comfortable at today’s Stetson law school: from the very be-
ginning, we emphasizedthe importance of skilk training, professionalism, and
service— tenets to which we still adhere.

Stets on’s story is fascinating, and I thank the co-authors for theirvisionand
perseverance. My predecessor, Dean Gary Vause, wro te abo ut Stetson's early
history in a 1987 law-review article. In the late 1990s, he started preparing to
write a book for the College of Law’s centennial in 2000. In 1999, he became
dean, which slowed his progress; although he continued to research and work
on the book, he succumbedto cancer in 2003. We were fortunate that Mi ch ael
Swygert, a long-time Stetson law professor who had just completed a book
about his law school alma mater, enthusiastically agreed to continue the pro-
ject. Mike has spent the better part of three years researching, writing, and
editing His ability to organize vast amounts of raw information, his love of
history, his determination to be as complete and true as possible, and his fas-
cination with the subj ects of this work were tru ly an inspiration. Due to Mike’s
and Gary’s talent and hard work, the story of Stetson’s history is re ady to share.

Xix



XX FOREWORD

From establishing formal legal training in Florida, to producing outstand-
ing ju d ges and attorn eys, to helping to build fields such as advocacy, el der law,
and higher-education law and policy, Stetson’s impact has been long-lasting
and significant—and continues to grow. The path has not always been
smooth, but the challenges have made us a stronger institution. As you read
this history, always rem em ber the people, because they have been the key to
every success we have been fortunate enough to experience.
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