
Syllabus
Legal Research and Writing

Sections E & F

Professor Rocklin 
Fall Semester 2009

This syllabus lists the due dates for assignments between August 24 and November 20, 2009.  It’s detailed.  So, before we begin, I’d like to step back from the detail and explain the goals of this course.  By November, you should be able to

· Research a client’s legal problem.

· Analyze the client’s problem and predict an outcome.

· Effectively communicate your legal analysis.

· Create a work product that meets the expectations of an experienced attorney.

This course builds those skills progressively through a series of assignments, grouped into four segments:  (1) skills development assignments, (2) a closed memo, (3) a research review, and (4) an open memo.  Those four segments are described below.  If you ever get lost in the details, please refer to this overview to see how the semester is taking shape.

Part I:  Skills Development
The “skills development” segment is the first three weeks of school.  During that time, you will develop basic research skills by attending a research training in the library and then performing your own research (guided by a research worksheet, which I will give to you).  You will also learn the basic components of a legal argument by drafting two short legal arguments.  
Part II:  Closed Memo
The next segment is the “Closed Memo.”  An office memorandum, or memo, is a private, in-office document that attorneys use to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a client’s case.  (For an example of an in-office memorandum, go to Chapter 1, Example 1-A, of A Lawyer Writes.)  During the “Closed Memo” segment of the course, you will analyze the merits of a hypothetical client’s claim and write an office memorandum explaining your analysis.  The assignment is called a “closed” memo because I will give you all of the research, i.e., the universe of research you may rely on is “closed.”  

As you work on the closed memo, you will be reviewing and deepening the skills you learned during the “skills development” phase.  Although the basics will be the same, now you will sort through more law, address more legal issues, and likely find the outcome more difficult to predict.  In addition, you will continue to build your research skills by attending another research workshop and conducting additional research (again, guided by a research worksheet).

Part III:  Research Review
By mid-October, you will be familiar with all the steps necessary to conduct basic legal research.  The Research Review is an opportunity to solidify those research skills.  During this segment, you will complete a research review worksheet and then take a research quiz.  The research quiz will help prepare you to research the Open Memo and address the basic research skills that you will be expected to know as a junior attorney.  

Part IV:  Open Memo
The Open Memo (so named because the universe of research upon which you might rely is “open”) is the final project of the semester.  In drafting the open memo, you will rely on the skills you developed during the Skills Development, Closed Memo, and Research Review segments of the course; however, this client’s claim will again push you to continue to refine your writing, organization, explanation, and analysis. 
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Key dates that you should be aware of are: 

Friday, September 18, 10:30 -11:45 a.m.
Cite Class


Rm. 110

Friday, September 25, 8:30 a.m.

Partial Closed Memo due
Registrar
Friday, October 16, 8:30 a.m.

Final Closed Memo due
Registrar

Monday, October 26, 10:30 a.m.

Research Quiz


Room 141

Friday, November 20, 8:30 a.m.

Open Memo due

Registrar
The above dates will not change.  Occasionally, other deadlines will change to meet the needs of the class or the LRW program.  If the syllabus changes, I will notify you as soon as possible.  

PART I

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

	


Class 1.  Monday, August 24.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Resume due (guidelines posted on Blackboard and hard copies available on 3d floor in faculty area).
· Read Class Information (posted on Blackboard).
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Introduction, Chs. 1 & 2.
· Read Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 1, pp. 3-12.

	
	

	Note:
	There is some overlap between the reading in A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 2, and Oregon Legal Research Ch. 1.  I apologize for the duplication.  The readings are sufficiently different that I couldn’t assign just one or the other.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Introduce a typical legal problem. Situate that problem within the legal system and discuss methods for researching it.  Sign up for research training.  


	


	The week of August 24:
	You will also attend a research training in the library.  Please sign up for a training, and meet your group on the second floor just outside the library doors.  Before your workshop, please review Example 1-A in Chapter 1 of A Lawyer Writes.  That example is a memorandum addressing whether an encounter with a police officer is a stop.


	


Class 2.  Wednesday, August 26.

	Assignment Due:
	· Review this syllabus.  
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Chs. 4, 6 & 7, but skip § 7.3 for now.
· Read documents in the Wendy Jammer file (posted on Blackboard).  Complete exercise 1.
· Read ALWD Citation Manual, Part I, sections A & B.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Discuss Wendy Jammer’s legal problem and begin developing one legal argument.


	


Class 3.  Monday, August 31.

	Assignment Due:
	· Read A Lawyer Writes
· Chapter 8, but skip § 8.3 for now.
· Chapter 9.
· Complete exercise 2 in the Wendy Jammer folder.
· Read Plain English for Lawyers, Ch. 9, and answer questions posted on Blackboard.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Develop and discuss a legal argument that would address Wendy Jammer’s legal problem.


	


Class 4.  Wednesday, September 2.

	Assignment Due:
	· Read A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 5.

· Read documents in “Legitimate Interest” folder.

· Create an element chart for the legitimate interest element.

· Read Oregon Legal Research, Chs. 3 & 5 (before your workshop).  

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Introduce the legitimate interest memo topic.  Discuss element charts.


	


	Thursday, September 3 & Friday, September 4:
	You will also attend a research training in the library.  Please sign up for a training and note the library room in which you will meet your group.  Read Oregon Legal Research, chs. 3 & 5 before attending a workshop.


	


Monday, September 7 is Labor Day.  Class canceled.  We have a make-up class on Friday, September 18.
	


Class 5.  Wednesday, September 9.
	Assignment Due:
	· Statutes & Reporter Worksheet due (10 points).
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 16, pp. 239-252.
· Complete legitimate interest memo.  Bring 2 hard copies to class.
· Read Plain English for Lawyers, Ch. 2.  
· Read Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 4 (before your workshop).

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Short, closed-book review of Plain English for Lawyers, ch. 2 (5 minutes, 5 pts.).  Review legitimate interest argument.  Discuss systematic approach to editing.  Introduce Digests.


	


	The week of Sept. 7:
	You will also attend a research training in the library.  Please sign up for a training.  When you sign up, please note the room in the library where you will meet your group.  Read Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 4 before your workshop.


	


Class 6.  Monday, September 14.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Revised legitimate interest argument due. 
· Read documents in “Closed Memo” folder on Blackboard.
· Read Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 3 & 4.  

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Short, closed-book review of Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 3 & 4 (5 minutes, 5 pts.).  Discuss closed memo.


	


Class 7.  Wednesday, September 16.

	Assignment Due:
	· Element charts for closed memo due.
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 12 & § 8.3.
· Digest worksheet due (10 pts).

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Discuss introduction for closed memo.  Begin discussing individual elements.


	


Class 8.  Friday, September 18, 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 in Room 110 
	Assignment Due:
	· Bring your ALWD manual to this class.

	
	

	
Comment:
	Class will last 1 hour and 15 minutes.  You will notice that throughout the semester, other classes are cancelled.  So, although we’re meeting on a Friday, this is not, in fact, an additional class.


	Purpose of Class:
	Bringing method to the madness: Citing and using the ALWD manual.  


	


Class 9.  Monday, September 21.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Bring draft of introduction and the first element to class.
· Review handout of subject/verb and subject/pronoun agreement, which is posted on Blackboard.
· Read A Lawyer Writes, § 7.3. 


	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Short, closed-handout review of subject/prounoun and subject/verb agreement (5 minutes, 5 pts).  Continue developing analysis for the closed memo.


	


Class 10.  Wednesday, September 23.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Partial closed memo draft due in class.
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 16 (all of it).
· Review ALWD rules 11.1-11.3(e); 12.21(a)-12.21(e); 14.6.
· Get your anonymous numbers if you have not already done so.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Continue developing a systematic approach to editing.


	


Friday, September 25.  Partial closed memo due to administrative offices by 8:30 a.m. (30 pts).
	


Class 11.  Monday, September 28.

	Assignment Due:
	· Sign up for a research training, if you have not done so already.
· Recommended:  Complete first 4 sections (I – IV) of the research review worksheet available in the “Worksheets” folder on Blackboard.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Class canceled.


	


Class 12.  Wednesday, September 30.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Read Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 8. 
· Review ALWD rules 12.8-12.11.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Discuss the last element of the closed memo.  Introduce updating online.


	


	Thursday, October 1 & Friday, October 2:
	You will also attend your final research training of the semester.  This training will be a roundtable discussion about updating sources using Westlaw.  A reference librarian will facilitate the discussion.  Please sign up for the training, and meet your group in the room designated on the sign-up sheet.


	


Class 13.  Monday, October 5.

	Assignment Due:
	· Citator worksheet due (10 pts).
· Read A Lawyer Writes, Chs. 14 & 15.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Continue developing legal analysis for closed memo.  Discuss Statement of Facts.  


	


Class 14.  Wednesday, October 7.

	Assignment Due:
	· Draft Statement of Facts due.
· Read Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 5 & 6.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Your partial closed memos will be returned to you by Tuesday, October 6.  We will discuss the partial closed memos in class today. Short, closed-book review of Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 5 & 6 (5 minutes, 5 pts).


	


Class 15.  Monday, October 12.  

	Assignment Due:
	Work on your closed memos.  Attend a conference.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Class canceled.


	


Class 16.  Wednesday, October 14.  

	Assignment Due:
	Draft of your revised closed memo.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Editing & final questions.


	


Friday, October 16:
Closed memo due to administrative offices by 8:30 a.m. (75 points).
	


Class 17.  Monday, October 19.

	Assignment Due:
	Finish the research review worksheet.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Class canceled.


	


Class 18.  Wednesday, October 21.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Read documents in “Open Memo” folder on Blackboard.
· Read Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 9.
· Complete research review.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Research Review.  Prep for quiz.


	


Class 19.  Monday, October 26.  Joint Class in Room 141 at 10:30 a.m.

	Assignment Due:
	Closed book research quiz.  (60 Pts.)

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	This quiz is meant to ensure that you have the research skills necessary to address basic research questions.  It will also prepare you to research the Open Memo.


	


Class 20.  Wednesday, October 28.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Oregon Legal Research, Ch. 1, pp. 9-21, and Ch. 10.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Discuss research for the Open Memo.  Introduce Boolean searches.


	


Class 21.  Monday, November 2.

	Assignment Due:
	· Preliminary research list due.  (10 pts.)
· Read Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 7 & 8.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Begin discussing Open Memo.  Discuss introduction. We will discuss the partial closed memos in class today.  


	


Class 22.  Wednesday, November 4.

	Assignment Due:
	· Element chart 1 due.  

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Begin developing analysis for Open Memo.  Discuss first element of Whistle-blower argument.


	


Class 23.  Monday, November 9.

	Assignment Due:
	· Draft of introduction and first element due.
· Element chart 2 due.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Continue developing analysis for Open Memo.  Discuss second element of Whistle-blower analysis.


	


Class 24.  Wednesday, November 11.  

	Assignment Due:
	· Read A Lawyer Writes, Ch. 13.
· Draft a Question Presented & Brief Answer.
· Open memo cite list.
· Sign up for a conference if you have not done so already.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Discuss the Question Presented & Brief Answer, Statement of Facts, and Conclusion.  Short, closed-book review of Plain English for Lawyers, Chs. 8 & 9 (5 minutes, 5 pts).


	


Class 25.  Thursday, November 12 – Tuesday November 17. 

	Assignment Due:
	· Attend a conference.  
· Bring to your conference an introductory paragraph and an outline of your paper.  This means that you will reverse engineer the discussion of the 1st element that you drafted for class on November 9.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	The regularly scheduled class on Monday, November 16, is canceled.


	


Class 26.  Wednesday, November 18.

	Assignment Due:
	· Bring a draft of your memo to class.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Final questions.  Editing.


	


Friday, November 20.  Open Memo due to the administrative offices at 8:30 a.m. (175 pts).
	


Class 27.  Monday, November 23.

	Assignment Due:
	None.

	
	

	Purpose of Class:
	Semester re-cap.  Evaluations.  A look ahead to next semester.


	


Good luck on Exams!

Enjoy Winter Break.
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