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Preface

Home schooling is ex a c t ly wh at the name
implies: a school in the home. The teachers in a home school are
the pare n t s , and these parents have a commitment to make the nec-
e s s a ry career sacri fices in order to pers o n a l ly provide an educat i o n
for their children. For the majority, their primary reason to home
school is to teach their children Christian principles and give them
a thorough education — a reaction to the steady academic and mora l
d e cline in the public schools. And home schooling wo rks. Ove r
nine state dep a rtments of education and nu m e rous indep e n d e n t
studies have found that , on the ave rage, home schooled ch i l d re n
s c o re ab ove ave rage on standard i zed ach i evement tests. Numero u s
educational curricula and resources are readily available to fami-
lies who home school. Furt h e rm o re, these home school students
are being accepted into hundreds of universities across the coun-
try including Harvard, Yale and Princeton.

This success is achieved by home school parents even though
over half have only a high school diploma. Their success with their
ch i l d re n , along with hundreds of other studies, s h ow there is no
p o s i t ive corre l ation between teacher qualifi c ations and student per-
fo rm a n c e. Their commitment to their ch i l d ren is the key to their
success. 

F u rt h e rm o re, these home schooled ch i l d ren are protected fro m
n egat ive socializat i o n , s u ch as dru g s ,s ex u a l ly transmitted diseases,
and violence present in the public schools. Instead, the home

xv
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s chooled child is trained in the traditional values on wh i ch our coun-
try was founded, and their self esteem, which best determines the
socialization of a child, is carefully nurtured.

H i s t o ri c a l ly, home schooling was one of the major fo rms of
e d u c ation until the early 1900s. Hundreds of gre at leaders in A m e r-
ica have been home schooled, including at least eleven presidents
and Pat ri ck Henry, John Mars h a l l , John Stuart Mill, G e o rge Bern a rd
S h aw, Thomas Edison, Pe a rl Buck ,M a rk Twa i n ,A n d rew Carn egi e,
George Patton and Douglas MacArthur.

Today, the number of home schooled students is estimated as
high as 1.5 million. Since 1982, 35 states have specifically enact-
ed laws to protect the constitutional rights of parents to teach their
own children. Home schooling is not a passing fad. Home school-
ing wo rk s , and as it steadily grow s , it will continue to promote aca-
demic excellence and gra d u ate pro d u c t ive citizens many ye a rs ahead
of their peers.

This book will discuss in detail the phenomena of home sch o o l-
i n g, e s p e c i a l ly its impact on education law and parental rights. Th e
following chapters will review scores and scores of home school
cases wh i ch secured rights for home school parents throughout the
c o u n t ry. This book will also summari ze the stat u t o ry trend to dereg-
u l ate home sch o o l i n g, wh i ch is encouraging families to continu e
this highly successful form of education.

Christopher J. Klicka
April, 2001
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