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Preface

To the student:
Please keep the following in mind when working with these mate-

rials.
1. This book is not intended as a detailed discussion of the law

a pp l i c a ble to the fire servi ce (law yers call su ch books “h orn-
boo k s” ) ; ra t h er it is an ori en t a ti on and su rvey of g u i depo s t s
for referen ce and furt h er stu dy. It consists of an overvi ew of
North Carolina and federal law.

2 . E ach state has its own laws and reg u l a ti ons governing its fire
s ervi ce - rel a ted activi ti e s . This means that wh en you cross a state
l i n e , the rules wi ll ch a n ge . The law discussed herei n , for the
most part , is that wh i ch is app l i c a ble on ly in North Ca ro l i n a .

3. Legi s l a tive activi ties and co u rt ru l i n gs have a con ti nuous in-
flu en ce on law. Con s equ en t ly, the law is su bj ect to frequ en t ,
and of ten unannounced , ch a n ge s . As a re su l t , a stu dent of l aw
must not assume that what the law is tod ay wi ll remain the law
forever. A serious stu dent of a body of l aw must mon i tor it
con s t a n t ly and iden tify the ch a n ges in order to use it ef fec-
tively, or, at the very least, the stu dent must ch eck for ch a n ge s
before making an important dec i s i on based upon what the law
or rule “used to be.”

4. This text is inten ded to provi de ef fective re s e a rch tech n i qu e s
for both the first-time student and the supervisor.





Acknowledgments

This proj ect repre s ents the most recent step in an ac ademic ad-
ven tu re wh i ch began in 1991 wh en Emmel Coggins (reti red fire-
f i gh ter, F i re Servi ce In s tru ctor, regi onal training coord i n a tor, a n d
f i erce advoc a te for North Ca ro l i n a’s Com mu n i ty Co ll ege sys tem )
shanghied this lawyer/firefighter into writing a course for firefighters
dealing with civil liability. Emmel, you may have created a monster.
Th a n k s , old man, for your advi ce and su pport . Thanks are due to my
wife Sharyne for her patience, support, and occasional boots to the
rear, all of which combined to keep this project moving; to two dis-
ti n g u i s h ed profe s s ors , John B. Gra h a m , M D, and John G. Ba rret t ,
PhD, who unhesitatingly encouraged me to pursue this project; and
to my parents, who saw to it that I received a decent education, my
efforts to the contrary notwithstanding.

In my wanderi n gs thro u gh ac adem i a , one pers on was to have a
profound influence on many of us who studied under him—the late
Franklin “ Fra n k” But l er. He taught demanding co u rses in Engl i s h ,
writing, and literature at the Asheville School (where I graduated on
s ch edule after four ye a rs and two su m m er sch oo l s ) . That wh i ch I have
done correctly in this book safely can be attributed to Frank’s influ-
ence. The errors are my fault entirely.

F i n a lly, thanks to the folks at Ca rolina Ac ademic Press for their as-
s i s t a n ce in this proj ect and their pati en ce with this rookie aut h or and
to Beverl ey Gu l d n er and Ma ri lyn Gould for word - processing assis-
tance during the editing of this manuscript.

xv




