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Introduction

This book takes a unique approach to legal writing and oral advo-
cacy. Many excellent legal writing books exhaustively detail how to
write effectively. Those books—many of which are several hundred
pages long, and contain numerous examples and exercises— metic-
ulously explain the dos and don’ts of effective advocacy. This is not
one of those books. This book assumes the reader has learned or is
learning the basics of legal writing, and at most needs only remind-
ing of what they are. It also assumes that most practitioners (and, for
that matter, law students) have neither the time, nor the inclination,
to read a lengthy discussion of all the subtleties of legal method. Busy
lawyers and law students need a book that gets to the point quickly—
a book that will be useful even if they only have time to skim it.

For these reasons, we have designed this book to be a concise, easy-
to-use reference—not a book to be read cover to cover. We intend it
to provide concrete advice, and to serve as a day-to-day reference. Be-
cause many people find it difficult to improve their legal writing, the
book has adopted a methodical approach. In our experience, practi-
tioners and students alike can improve their advocacy by following
carefully crafted checklists. Checklists force writers to focus on spe-
cific problems and help them improve incrementally and systemati-
cally. The checklists in this book have evolved from our experiences
as former litigators and professors of legal writing.

So who should use this book? This book is suited for busy attor-
neys and law students of all stripes. The book concisely describes use-
ful, yet often neglected, writing techniques. It has pithy discussions
of: (1) ways to avoid recurring, yet frequently overlooked, writing
problems; (2) sensible approaches to writing common legal docu-
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XXiv Introduction

ments; and (3) methods for preparing an oral argument. In addition,
it provides the reader with a series of checklists to turn to when un-
dertaking a writing project or preparing for oral argument. In sum,
this book, by itself, is not for the novice who requires a comprehen-
sive guide, although the book can be used to supplement more ex-
haustive texts. Nor is it for the sophisticated writing expert, looking
for nuanced discussions about topics not commonly covered in legal
writing books. But it is for practitioners and students who want to be
refreshed on the fundamentals of effective lawyering.





