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This book is dedicated to the thousands of university students who have
been exposed to the social context approach. Over the years they have praised
the approach as giving them immediate insight into what sociology is as a dis-
cipline, what meaning the context approach has in their lives and how they
have applied it to their lives. Their encouragement has resulted in bringing the
social context approach into mainstream sociology.

Marty Zusman—“I dedicate this book to my wife, Jane. Without her insis-
tence and encouragement this book would not have seen daylight. I also thank
my family; Rochelle, Amie, Steven, Andrew, Jackie, Julie, John and Jennifer.
I would also like to thank Kristie Gilmore who typed the early chapters of the
manuscript. Finally, on a personal note, I was a student of Marvin Olsen who
once told me, ‘If you want to learn what sociology is all about, think of the
levels of social organization.’ Thanks, Marv, as a teacher and scholar, your ideas
live on.”

David Knox — “To Cameron Emmott who is taking her first steps into the
world of social context.”

Tracie Gardner—“To my daughter, Ellen Rose, who continually inspires me
with her innocent wisdom.”
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