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xiii

1. We have been pleased to read through the successive drafts of this manuscript and com-
ment on it for the Series.

2. Another topic that we have been exploring in our own research is represented in the
title of the European Union Center of Excellence conference that we co-organized in March
27–29 of 2008: “Landscape, Heritage, and Conservation: Farming Issues in the European
Union”.

This conference was held at the University of Pittsburgh and addressed the following
concerns: Farming has been in a process of change in the European Union and elsewhere
in the world as a result of many factors. In particular farming has been linked with issues
to do with landscape, conservation, heritage, sustainability, and cropping policies, includ-
ing setting aside areas for conservation and the question of genetically modified (GM) crops.
Several of these issues involve farmers in the USA as well as in the EU, and questions of
shared or divergent policies between these two regions of the world have emerged. Further,
with the marked recent expansion of the EU, divergences between the needs of different
countries within the EU with regard to agriculture have also become evident. In the older-
established EU countries, farming has turned more and more towards conservation. In
newer-entrant countries a priority may be to seek access to EU-wide markets.

Harmonizing these divergent needs will no doubt remain a major policy objective in
the future, as it is already. However, in our Conference, while keeping policy imperatives
in mind, we explored how farmers themselves and others in their communities experience
and cope with the shifting political, economic, and cultural conditions in which they work.

We explored how the impact of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is felt; the de-
velopment of parks and tourism; the intertwining of concerns over natural heritage and
social heritage; and the likely or possible outcomes for the overall sphere of heritage as it
applies to the farming world within Europe. Continuity or rupture in family farms was

series editors’ preface

Pastoralism, Policies, and
Predations in the Pyrenees

Pamela J. Stewart and Andrew Strathern

As Series Editors we are very pleased to include Dr. Bryan Cummins’ book
in this Series on European Anthropology.1 The first book in the Series, “Minorities
and Memories: Survivals and Extinctions in Scotland and Western Europe” (A.
Strathern and P.J. Stewart)2 dealt with a wide variety of topics, linking ethnog-
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looked at as a correlate of the above issues. And note was taken of literary representations
of rural change which have formed a major part of the theme of nostalgia for the rural past
and attempts to preserve small farms against the predations of agribusiness in the contem-
porary context.

raphy to history through tenant farming and branching out to local poetry,
religion, prehistory, and national politics.

There is a growing interest in European Anthropology, with the expansion
of the European Union (EU) and an increase in the numbers of anthropolo-
gists carrying out field research in Europe generally. In addition to EU stud-
ies much work is being done in European countries that have remained outside
of the EU and are undergoing rapid change (e.g. political, religious, and eco-
nomic), and much exciting research is being conducted in the general region
of Europe today, including on the relationships between Europe and other re-
gions such as the Americas, Asia, and the Pacific.

The expansion of the EU raises an interesting and important set of theoretical
and practical questions to do with integration; religious, cultural and linguis-
tic diversity; political process; mobilities of persons and immigration within
the EU; and governance generally. Some of the issues about shared culture and
“values” have been explored earlier in the work of Cris Shore (Shore 2000),
but they require continuous updating, since change is dynamic and in many
ways unpredictable over time. Also, history is being re-written in relation to
the requirements of particular groups and countries, within the EU countries,
in the new era of potentialities that arise from expansion. Issues over the Eu-
ropean Constitution are also likely to remain important and provide a fertile
field for scholarship. The questions of reference to religion and religious val-
ues are prominent and are entering into internal political debates. Studies fo-
cused on religious issues within the EU countries may be expected to proliferate
in the near future. Also, one of the more dynamic and problematic arenas in
the EU has to do with the popular reception, accommodation, and resistance
issues that arise as the European Commission seeks to “Europeanize” its pop-
ulations. Perceptions about the distribution of power and goods in the EU
countries are a major concern for the individual nation-states and this is reflected
at a number of levels, including within local and regional contexts.

In addition, the ways in which transnational and globalizing processes im-
pact the lives of peoples provide a core concern for studies in this arena, including
how the “local” is altered by these pressures and how people re-imagine and re-
produce their localities. The study of how local situations transform, not sim-
ply by replicating patterns found elsewhere but by incorporating globally
generated items into a local set of practices, i.e. glocalization opposed to glob-
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alization (Raz 2005; see also Eriksen 2003; Lewellen 2002; Strathern and Stew-
art 2005), continues to be important. Issues of indigeneity within Europe are
also a growing arena of interest to scholars, as well as an arena of debates on
a wider front. What does indigeneity mean in the complex historical contexts
of Europe?

The ways that the divide between EU countries and other European coun-
tries manifests itself over time in terms of cultural and political machinations
is a particularly vital arena of research owing to the fluidity of the situations
that are undergoing rapid change as a result of various pressures both from
inside and outside of the countries under consideration. Historical approaches
that explore contemporary European concerns and problems are much in need.
The aim of the present Series is to provide a forum for these developing issues
while also retaining scope for full-scale ethnographic studies that are based in
local and regional contexts. Studies of minority languages and their political
context; of changes in farming and inheritance patterns in response to EU poli-
cies; and of the dynamics of religious change, are all welcome topics. The Se-
ries also caters for books written from a number of disciplinary perspectives,
including history, sociology, linguistics, and political science, as well as main-
taining a primary focus on anthropological work.

The new book for the Series by Dr. Cummins fits well into important di-
mensions of our vision for the Series. Since this proposal was first received,
we have worked with him over many months to give him comments and sug-
gestions, directing him to some comparable studies elsewhere in Europe, and
bringing him in as a participant in our 2008 Conference at the University of
Pittsburgh (see note 2), on farming, heritage, and conservation issues in EU
countries. The topic of Dr. Cummins’ manuscript constituted a good fit with
the topic of that conference, since his detailed study of pastoral practices and
traditions in the French Pyrenees leads him directly into the sources of conflict
between the shepherds he studied and French national policies endorsed by
the EU authorities on the reintroduction of the brown bear. Bears are disliked
by the shepherds because of the potential threat they pose to flocks of sheep.
To defend the flocks the shepherds keep special dogs, especially the large patou
dogs which grow up with and become very protective of the sheep they guard.
In the interest of biodiversity and perhaps also tourism the French govern-
ment has sought to bring back bears, after they were hunted out of existence.
Conflict has set in, which is not yet fully resolved.

Dr. Cummins sets this basic narrative into an exceptionally detailed panorama
of pastoral practices in the Pyrenees, employing both historical depth and con-
temporary observations on the changing lives of the shepherds and their fam-
ilies. We learn much about the ecology of herding, rights over pastures, rules
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of inheritance, gender relations and how they are changing, and the details of
how the shepherds live in the mountain cabins and make their special cheeses.
We gain an appreciation of the guard dogs and their ways. We are informed on
problems surrounding the national park which impinges on the areas shep-
herds and their flocks use. In short, conservation problems are set into a full
ethnographic and historical context, including a comprehensive discussion
about the bears themselves and what is known about their lives and fates.

A remarkable feature of the whole study is its portrayal of a complex inter-
play between continuity and change. In our original comments on the man-
uscript we pointed to a tension in the description of life in the Pyrenees between
assertions of great continuity and obvious portrayals of change. The tension
may be resolved by acknowledging that change itself is continuously present,
yet certain practices, adapted to the environment and based on practical trans-
mission of knowledge, may show great historical depth. In his chapter 4, Dr.
Cummins gives us a detailed account of how sheep are actually bred and looked
after. Some of the knowledge of the shepherds can be compared to the in-
junctions that are found in the treatises of ancient Roman writers on agricul-
ture, for example Marcus Terentius Varro (116–27 B.C.E.). Cummins, for
example, discusses breeding practices, noting the numbers of rams kept per ewes
in a flock and remarking that the shepherds keep the rams with the flock year-
long, thus adhering to natural biological cycles. Varro, however, recommends
a more managed regimen (Varro, ed. Hooper 1934: 339–340). He suggests
that the rams be removed from the flock two months in advance and fed with
barley, to strengthen them for their task. He specifies the time of mating so as
to ensure that births will occur at the end of autumn when the grass is full.
When the ewes are all pregnant, Varro says, the rams should be removed, so
that they do not trouble the ewes; and ewes themselves should not be allowed
to breed until after they are two years old. While these injunctions are not ex-
actly the same as those Cummins reports, they are of the type that the Ossau
valley shepherds in the Pyrenees would easily appreciate as practical and based
on experience. Cummins’ own discussion of transhumance in his Chapter 3 is
a valuable addition to the literature on this topic, along with the deeper his-
torical picture of pastoralism and his extended treatment of the characteristics
and history of the dogs used by the shepherds in his Chapter 4 (for compara-
tive materials on animals see Knight 2005). Indeed Cummins pays a meticu-
lous attention to the animals in the regional ecosystem themselves as well as to
human-animal interactions. This observation also applies to the bears, whose
contested existence forms an important part of the book’s narrative and serves
to highlight the issues and dilemmas of conservation and heritage that are at
the heart of the book.
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With these issues in mind we take up here a number of points for further
discussion. First, there is the question of globalization and world systems the-
ory (WST). We have discussed this issue elsewhere (Strathern and Stewart
2005), but since that text has appeared only in Chinese translation we allude
briefly to some matters here, in line with suggestions we made to Dr. Cummins
in the context of his revision of his manuscript. World Systems Theory as a
forerunner of globalization theory is based on the idea of centers and periph-
eries of political and economic power in the world at large. Globalization the-
ory may also be tied to such a vision, but it need not be so tied, and intrinsically
it deals with the complex international flow of goods and influences in all di-
rections in the world. WST also tends to imply the relative powerlessness of
peripheries vis a vis centers. Practice theory, by contrast, while tending to ac-
knowledge inequalities of power, is concerned with people’s agency, and hence
their ability or attempts to resist, subvert, or transform the operations of pow-
ers in their areas. The struggle between the shepherds and French authorities
over the reintroduction of bears in the Ossau valley clearly illustrates the pos-
sibilities, as well as the limitations, of agency in this context.

Similar considerations apply to relations with the European Union (EU)
authorities. EU regulations have greatly impacted agricultural practices through
Europe. While farmers generally benefit from subsidies under the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), they smart under the restraints placed on them in
the name of hygiene or “modernization”. Cummins mentions the issues of the
disposal of carcasses of dead animals and the question of imposed standards
in the artisanal production of cheese in the Ossau valley.

We have noted that in Poland recently EU regulations have had the effect of
making operations on small farms difficult if extreme hygiene stipulations are
adhered to (New York Times, April 21, 2008, http://www.nytimes.com/
2008/04/04/world/europe/04poland.html). EU regulations may also favor wild
life and conservation rules against the interests of farmers and shepherds. We
also note that in Finland EU regulations have been introduced to protect wolves,
but the reindeer herders declare that wolves are a threat to their stock . Preda-
tors actually include lynxes, brown bears, and wolverines as well as wolves.
The herders are angry and feel the livelihood of their families is threatened.
The EU authorities take the line that humans and wolves have coexisted in the
past and they can continue to do so, and have imposed hunting restrictions
to ensure the survival of the wolves (New York Times, International, January
21, 2008, p. A4). This case from Finland clearly provides a direct parallel to the
conflicts of opinion and regulation in the Ossau valley. National Parks pro-
vide another arena for contestation between shepherds and their flocks on one
hand, and tourists on the other.
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Cummins reports, for example, how shepherds dislike being gaped at by
tourists. Park authorities do uphold the rights of the shepherds and help them
to maintain their mountain huts or cabanes, but the Park also supports the
reintroduction of bears, and this policy draws criticism from the shepherds.

Conservation issues also implicate questions of sustainability of the envi-
ronment. Cummins rightly criticizes the previously influential work of Hardin
on the “commons” and Hardin’s argument that overgrazing and environmen-
tal degradation inevitably result from systems of shared pasturage. Hardin ba-
sically took a wrong view of the social definition of “the person” in these
societies. Pastoralists, like people everywhere, live within, and in fact create,
social systems that constrain and guide their actions. On the other hand, quot-
ing here Jared Diamond’s study Collapse (Diamond 2005), Cummins ac-
knowledges that people are not necessarily wise conservationists, and disastrous
results can occur from exploitative mismanagement. Industrial societies are
probably the greatest offenders historically in this regard, simply because they
have a greater capacity to do harm as well as to bring benefits to people.

We have ourselves been interested in this topic in various parts of the world
where we have conducted research, including Papua New Guinea and Taiwan
(Stewart and Strathern 2002, 2004; Strathern and Stewart 1998, 2001b).

Cummins briefly refers here to the early work of Roy Rappaport on the kaiko
festivals in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea among the Maring people (Rap-
paport 1968, 1999). Rappaport argued that these pig-killing festivals, in which
the hosts gave pork to their military allies as thanks for help in the past and to
ensure their help in future, acted as a means of preventing overgrazing by pigs
and thus served to maintain the environment at large. The Maring, of course,
raised their pigs specifically in order to sacrifice them at the kaiko occasions,
and the timing of the kaiko was determined not only by the size of the herd but
by the perceived obligations of the hosts to their allies (for further discussion
of sacrifice and exchange relations see Stewart and Strathern 2008). The preser-
vation of “the environment” was a secondary side-effect of political planning and
a socio-cosmic ecology that included the spirits of ancestors as well as the liv-
ing. The overall point here is the same as appears above in relations to Hardin’s
arguments. The Maring idea of the person included the notion of the person’s
obligations to living allies and to dead kin as ancestors. It was this cosmic scheme
that directed their actions, not a concern immediately with the environment
as such, because they did not split off the environment from the rest of their
lived world. The concept of landscape applies better here than the concept of
the environment (see Stewart and Strathern eds. 2003).

We have commented here on only a selection of the gamut of themes that
Dr. Cummins has orchestrated in his book. The volume will provide much
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information and much food for further thought to anthropologists and histo-
rians at large, as well as in particular to scholars interested in, for example,
ecology, farming, kinship and inheritance, pastoralism, the politics of con-
servation, the Pyrenees, agency and resistance theory, and the European Union.

Cromie Burn Research Unit
May 2008

PJS and AJS
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