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Dedication
Art has always been a part of my life and I thank my parents for 
encouraging me to create and inspiring me to pursue my dreams. 

Thank you to my “second set” of parents, my in-laws, for giving me 
the precious gift of time by sharing afternoons and evenings with my 
children so that I could write, paint, or go on a date with my husband. 

To my husband, Michael, and my daughters, Nicole and Kristen, who 
were so patient and supportive during this project, I thank you for all 
of the joy and laughter you bring to my life. 
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 5 “En PlEin Air”
The art of painting on location in the outdoors, exposed to the elements, animals, and 
onlookers. Origins of painting en plein air and what it means to artists today.

 11 ThE VAriEd lAndscAPE of norTh cArolinA 
The beauty of North Carolina and the lure of the surrounding landscape to artists, 
visitors, and locals.

 15 TrEEs
Various trees from all around North Carolina, from the top of the Great Smoky 
Mountains to the shores of the Atlantic. 

 35 MounTAins
Breathtaking scenery from the High Country with images from the Blue Ridge Parkway 
and the Great Smokies to tucked-away valleys and popular fishing holes.

 55 PiEdMonT 
The largest of the three North Carolina regions which encompass everything from rural 
pastures to bustling cities and high-tech industry. 

 95 coAsTAl PlAins 
Visual tour of the diverse wetlands, towns, and Coastal region life along the shores of 
North Carolina. 

 117 finAl ThoughTs
Insight into some of the tools and techniques the artists within have learned from 
years of experience, including tidbits about packing, planning, starting, and finishing 
a painting. 

 131 MEET ThE ArTisTs
Information about the artists who have shared their talent and experiences throughout 
these pages and find out where you can see more of their work.
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