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foreword

Relationship-Centered 
Lawyering: 

A Transformational Tweak

David B. Wexler* & Bruce J. Winick**

Make no mistake about it: this superb volume in no way challenges the core
concept of “client-centered” counseling. At the same time, it promises truly to
transform the lawyer-client relationship. Analytically-able lawyers can easily
reconcile the above seemingly disparate statements: This book offers a dra-
matically new and improved version of the traditional concept, a version that
is far more robust, holistic, and psychologically, sociologically, and culturally
aware. 

The new, improved vision is largely derived from legal writing of an inter-
disciplinary nature, most notably legal scholarship closely connected to ad-
vances in psychology and social work. This scholarship for the most part de-
veloped after the formation of the client-centered approach, and now enables
us to embellish and enrich the approach in very major ways. Here is a con-
crete example: in 1991, the leading work on legal counseling strongly urged
lawyers to anticipate and consider the ‘nonlegal’ consequences — including
psychological ones—that invariably accompany legal measures. But, at the
same time, the book noted that “nonlegal consequences are often difficult to
predict” (Binder, D., et al, 1991, p.12).

We are still far from being psychological soothsayers. But now it can be
stated with some confidence that “recent efforts to integrate preventive law
with therapeutic jurisprudence can ease the task of predicting psychological

ix

*  Professor of Law and Director, International Network on Therapeutic Jurisprudence,
University of Puerto Rico, and Distinguished Research Professor of Law and Professor of
Psychology, University of Arizona.

** Silver-Rubenstein Distinguished Professor of Law ,Professor of Psychiatry and Be-
havioral Sciences, Director, Therapeutic Jurisprudence Center, University of Miami, and
chair of the AALS Balance in Legal Education Section
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consequences, and can give real substance and structure to the area of legal
counseling.”(Stolle, D., et al,  2000, p.70; see also Winick, B.J. et al,  1999; St
Thomas University Law Review, 2005); Winick, B.J.,  & Wexler, D.B.,2006).
In other words, since the inception of client-centered counseling, there has
been an explosion of interest in perspectives such as therapeutic jurispru-
dence, preventive law, restorative justice, and transformational mediation, to
mention only some of the areas of activity heavily relied upon by editors
Susan Brooks and Robert Madden in the present work. Those perspectives
are part of what has become known in the United States as the “Compre-
hensive Law Movement”, and by our Australian colleagues Down Under as
“Nonadversarial Justice.” (King, M.,  et al,  2009).  In the words of Susan
Daicoff, this new era ,whatever its name, is “one in which law and legal prac-
tice may be more humane, therapeutic,  beneficial,  humanistic,  healing,
restorative, curative, collaborative, and comprehensive.”(Daicoff, S., in Stolle,
D., et al,  2000, p.465).

In tandem with the above developments in interdisciplinary scholarship has
been a growing interest in how the law and lawyering might profit from in-
sights from psychology, social work, and other behavioral sciences—matters
such as family systems theory, strength-based approaches, emotional intelli-
gence, cultural competence, and the like. The result is that a modern, well-
trained lawyer is now far more equipped than before to consider his or her
client in a broader social, familial, cultural context. And a lawyer is able to en-
gage a client in robust conversations regarding potential courses of legal ac-
tion and the consequences of such action in the overall context of the client’s
situation and complex web of relationships.

Brooks and Madden have reviewed the relevant legal and social science
writings and have woven them together to formulate and explicate this
broader, more psychologically-sensitive approach, which they understandably
dub “relationship-centered” lawyering. The editors are uniquely equipped to
undertake this task. Both have formal training in both law and social work,
and one (Brooks) is affiliated principally with a law faculty while the other
(Madden) is primarily attached to a department of social work. They are both
accomplished scholars and have themselves written leading essays that are now
incorporated in this volume. For example, Madden and his co-author Raymie
Wayne published a piece urging therapeutic jurisprudence—and its practi-
tioners—to draw on the normative social work framework in their work with
clients. And Brooks has written on how social work training can be imported
into a law school clinical program. Both of them have seriously explored fam-
ily systems theory and its potential relevance in a legal context.

x FOREWORD
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Most impressively, the editors employ their own prior work and the work
of others in therapeutic jurisprudence and the comprehensive law movement
as foundational building blocks in crafting their approach to lawyering and
the lawyer-client relationship. The editors do not stray from the core ethical
and professional concepts of client-centered lawyering, but they so enrich it
with social, psychological and cultural sensitivity that a practitioner embrac-
ing their approach will emerge as a very different kind of lawyer –one infused
with an ethic of care and operating as a helping and healing professional. Such
a lawyer is likely to find great satisfaction in professional life and will in all
likelihood be warmly received by the clients and communities served. We hope
this book—which has taken client-centered lawyering and added a new di-
mension to it—will be the major stepping stone it deserves to be in creating
a new breed of legal counselor and in truly transforming the legal profession.

FOREWORD xi
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