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Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press
includes an increasing number of titles from states around the coun-
try. The goal of each book is to provide law students, practitioners,
paralegals, college students, laypeople, and librarians with the essen-
tial elements of legal research in each state. Unlike more bibliographic
texts, the Legal Research Series books seek to explain concisely both
the sources of state law research and the process for conducting legal
research effectively.
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Legal research is a complex skill. Competent legal research re-
quires ongoing analysis as well as mastery of a knowledge base and
of techniques for using it. While some tools of legal research
change —sometimes with breathtaking speed — the basics of legal
research remain the same. An effective research process continues to
include analyzing a problem carefully to identify issues to research,
choosing research tools and using them efficiently to identify rele-
vant legal authorities, and then analyzing and applying those au-
thorities to the problem.

For this book, I was privileged to work closely with Suzanne Rowe,
the editor of the Legal Research Series. I am grateful to Mary Ann
Neary of the Boston College Law Library for her expertise on Mass-
achusetts legislation. Joan Shear, also of the Boston College Law Li-
brary, was characteristically generous with her time and knowledge.
My research assistants, Beth Williams, Guillaume Buell, and Toby
Bannon provided helpful support. Dan Hassenfeld, a committed
reader, gave my drafts the reality testing of a seasoned practitioner.
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