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Foreword: A Living Legend

A “living legend” generally refers to a person who has achieved a sustained
and enduring level of accomplishment that not only exceed the ordinary, but
also exceeds the extraordinary. Reece Smith is a living legend. One cannot find
a precedent for his life in the law. He is sui generis— a scholar-athlete, Rhodes
Scholar, lawyer, teacher and leader of bar organizations as well as civic/community
organizations. But above all, he is a tireless, passionate advocate of measures
that will assure access by all to legal counsel and equal justice under the law.

By his conspicuous example, he has taught our profession that the practice
of law is more than the billable hour, more than a means to wealth — it is a
means of gaining great satisfaction in using the privilege we have to practice
law to help those in need have access to the legal system. Reece Smith has been
doing that now for over half a century in Florida, the United States, and across
the world. Even today, in his 80s, he continues to work towards the goal of ac-
cess to justice for all those in need of legal counsel.

Reece Smith has not only led our profession, he has made an impact on
many individual lawyers. His influence on his law firm to hire minorities (start-
ing with me, over 45 years ago) long before that was politically correct, was coura-
geous but he thought it was the “right thing to do.” His emphasis upon
professionalism has had a lasting impact upon scores of law students, includ-
ing one who is now a shareholder of our firm and applied to our firm having
taken Reece’s ethics course and concluding: “I want to practice law in this man’s
firm.” Those of us who have been so influenced by Reece Smith owe him much,
as does the profession at large.

This book about this remarkable professional— this “living legend”— should
be required reading in every ethics class in every law school. But it will also be
fascinating to those already in the profession, as it provides a riveting story of
a life well-lived in the law. Enjoy, and let us all commit to follow Reece Smith’s
stellar example of true and rewarding professionalism.

Sylvia Hardaway Walbolt
Shareholder, Carlton Fields, Tampa, Florida
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