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Preface

While the public’s concerns about delinquency remain focused
on the chronic and violent offender, there are many areas of
delinquency that are important and relevant, but do not receive
attention in a traditional textbook. This book focuses on a few of
those populations, where offenders pose a risk to society, but
most of them can be effectively treated. What is needed, of
course, is a recognition that such youths are salvageable and that
their acts, while offensive and harmful, are a reflection of the
trauma they have experienced at some point in their lives. It is a
mistake to think of these offenders as destined for a career as an
adult criminal since most of the research suggests that treatment
is a more appropriate and effective alternative than incarceration
or detention. However, the prevailing view of the need to in-
crease the severity of sanctions against juveniles only results in
higher rates of recidivism. Thus, while it may be frustrating to
think that holding youths accountable for their actions cannot be
accomplished through punitive means, it may mean that we have
to re-examine the goals and objectives related to youth crime. In
other words, in the process of implementing a tough law and
order approach to delinquency we may be creating and enhancing
the very class of individuals we most fear. Our hope is that this
book will shed some light on the nuances and problems relating
to behaviors such as juvenile sex offending, prostitution, arson
and firestarting, computer hacking, graffiti, underage drinking
and smoking as well as gang-related behavior. In short, the pub-
lic’s fears about juvenile crime have overshadowed virtually all as-
pects of juvenile justice and we appear to be returning to a time
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Xiv PREFACE

when we treated juveniles and adults alike in terms of punish-
ment. There may be good reasons for doing this, however there
remain a sizeable portion of youths who are actually victims of
neglectful and abusive parents, dysfunctional families, or are
caught in difficult circumstances that result in their coming to the
attention of the justice process. We believe this book can serve as
a starting point for a new dialogue about how to prevent youths
from becoming hardened delinquents.

RHM/CCB
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