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Preface

To the student:
Please keep the following in mind when working with these mate-
rials.

1. This book is not intended as a detailed discussion of the law
applicable to the fire service (lawyers call such books “horn-
books”); rather it is an orientation and survey of guideposts
for reference and further study. It consists of an overview of
North Carolina and federal law.

2. Each state has its own laws and regulations governing its fire
service-related activities. This means that when you cross a state
line, the rules will change. The law discussed herein, for the
most part, is that which is applicable only in North Carolina.

3. Legislative activities and court rulings have a continuous in-
fluence on law. Consequently, the law is subject to frequent,
and often unannounced, changes. As a result, a student of law
must not assume that what the law is today will remain the law
forever. A serious student of a body of law must monitor it
constantly and identify the changes in order to use it effec-
tively, or, at the very least, the student must check for changes
before making an important decision based upon what the law
or rule “used to be.”

4. This text is intended to provide effective research tools for
both the first-time student and the supervisor.
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