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Preface

This book attempts to explain the criminal justice decision-making network in Amer-
ica. Our approach is to examine the decisions which go into criminal justice. We exam-
ine how crimes are defined by the legislature and what importance is placed on various
criminal acts. We describe the decisions made by police and prosecutors and judges and
correctional officials ... all the decisions which affect the individual who is caught in the
arms of the law.

Criminal justice decisions are not made in a vacuum. The values in our democratic so-
ciety underpin each decision. We explain that context in light of the founding documents
of our society, specifically the United States Constitution, and the applications of those
documents made by the United States Supreme Court.

This approach is not new. It was first established by Donald J. Newman in three editions
of the textbook, Introduction to Criminal Justice, and later refined by Newman and Patrick
R. Anderson. With the passing of Donald Newman after the Fourth Edition, and now the
addition of Risdon N. Slate as co-author, this volume reflects a further refinement of the
decision-making network in keeping with the evolution of crime control in America.

In the past, issues of importance provided context for the book. Today the same is
true, but the issues have changed. Criminal justice decision makers face the issues of ter-
rorism, border security, legal status of immigrants, efforts to legalize marijuana, human
trafficking, the criminalization of mental illness, various technological advances, the ex-
panded use of DNA, a proliferation of guns, and environmental and financial crimes.

America has always faced issues of the day, but at different times one or the other be-
comes more pronounced. What remain constant, at least we would hope, are the under-
lying principles and values of our free society, but even those are altered by events.
Interrogation techniques by criminal justice professionals were refined by the Supreme Court
decision, Miranda v. Arizona, in the 1960s. But the “war on terror” of the first decade in
the 21st century brought forward the use of “enhanced interrogation,” a euphemism for
torture, to our vocabulary, a practice readily acknowledged and defended by former Pres-
ident George W. Bush. We attempt in this volume to help students understand how crises
sometimes drive policy and how new challenges to our understanding of the Constitu-
tion affect the practices of justice.

This book assumes that other, more advanced, courses exist in a criminal justice cur-
riculum. We do not attempt to provide an exhaustive description of all of the intricacies
of criminal justice. Rather we attempt to provide the broad sweep of criminal justice de-
cisions, to whet the appetite of the reader for more detailed information, while at the
same time providing a good overall understanding of the decision-making network.
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