
Intercourse and 
Crosscurrents in the 

Atlantic World

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page i



Carolina Academic Press
African World Series
Toyin Falola, Series Editor

Africa, Empire and Globalization:
Essays in Honor of A. G. Hopkins

Toyin Falola, editor, and Emily Brownell, editor

African Entrepreneurship in Jos, Central Nigeria, 1902–1985
S.U. Fwatshak

An African Music and Dance Curriculum Model: 
Performing Arts in Education

Modesto Amegago

Authority Stealing:
Anti-Corruption War and Democratic Politics 

in Post-Military Nigeria
Wale Adebanwi

The Bukusu of Kenya: 
Folktales, Culture and Social Identities

Namulundah Florence

Democracy in Africa: 
Political Changes and Challenges

Saliba Sarsar, editor, and Julius O. Adekunle, editor

Diaspora and imagined Nationality:
USA-Africa Dialogue and Cyberframing Nigerian Nationhood

Koleade Odutola

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page ii



Food Crop Production, Hunger, and Rural Poverty in 
Nigeria’s Benue Area, 1920–1995

Mike Odugbo Odey

Intercourse and Crosscurrents in the Atlantic World:
Calabar-British Experience, 17th–20th Centuries

David Lishilinimle Imbua

Perspectives on Feminism in Africa
‘Lai Olurode, editor

Pioneer, Patriot, and Nigerian Nationalist: 
A Biography of the Reverend M. D. Opara, 1915–1965

Felix Ekechi

The Tiv and Their Southern Neighbours, 1890–1990
Emmanuel Chiahemba Ayangaôr

The Women’s War of 1929:
A History of Anti-Colonial Resistance in Eastern Nigeria

Toyin Falola and Adam Paddock

The Yoruba Frontier:
A Regional History of Community Formation, 

Experience, and Changes in West Africa
Aribidesi Usman

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page iii



00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page iv



Intercourse and 
Crosscurrents in the 

Atlantic World

Calabar-British Experience, 
17th–20th Centuries

David Lishilinimle Imbua

Carolina Academic Press
Durham, North Carolina

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page v



Copyright © 2012
David Lishilinimle Imbua

All Rights Reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Imbua, David Lishilinimle.
Intercourse and crosscurrents in the Atlantic world : Calabar-British experi-

ence, 17th-20th centuries / David Lishilinimle Imbua.
p. cm.

Based on the author's thesis (doctoral)--University of Calabar, Nigeria, 2009?
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-61163-006-0 (alk. paper)

1.  Calabar (Nigeria)--Foreign relations--Great Britain--History. 2.  Great
Britain--Foreign relations--Nigeria--Calabar--History. 3.  Calabar (Nigeria)--
History. 4.  Great Britain--Colonies--Africa--History. 5.  Slavery--Nigeria--
Calabar--History. 6.  Slavery--Great Britain--Colonies--History. 7.
Nigeria--Civilization--British influences. 8.  Great Britain--Civilization--
African influences. 9.  Efik (African people)--History.  I. Title. 

DT515.9.C35I63 2011
327.66944041--dc22

2011004784

Carolina Academic Press
700 Kent Street

Durham, North Carolina 27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486

Fax (919) 493-5668
www.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page vi



To my daughters, Beshiunim and Enounim, with love.

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page vii



00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page viii



Contents

Tables and Figures xi

Series Editor’s Preface xiii

Preface xv

Abbreviations xix

Chapter One · Introduction 3

Chapter Two · The Old Calabar World before European Contact 7
Geographical Location and Ecology 7
Society and Economy 12
Political Organizations 18
Religious Organizations 25
Social/Cultural Organizations 28

Chapter Three · British Transatlantic Voyagers to Calabar 33
Offshore British Community 33
Supercargoes (Trading Firms) 52
Artisans 68

Engineers and Carpenters 68
Medical Practitioners 76
Printers 79

Chapter Four · Humanitarian British Transatlantic Voyages to Calabar 81
Church of Scotland Mission (The Presbyterian Mission) 81
The Qua Iboe Mission 93
The Methodist Wesleyan Mission 95
Christian Missions and Education 97

Chapter Five · Colony and Empire 115
Advent of Colonizers: Pre-1885 Phase 115
Establishment and Consolidation of Colonial Rule: Post-1885 Phase 121
Native Political Agents and the Expansion of British Empire 135

ix

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page ix



Social Services and Infrastructure 141
British Researchers and the Historiography of Calabar 144

Before the Missionaries 144
The Missionary Period 146
The Colonial Period 147

Chapter Six · Calabar and Britain: Not One-Way Traffic 151
Economic Impact 152
Social Impact 156
Political Impact 162

Chapter Seven · From Hindsight to Foresight 165

Notes 173

Bibliography 189

Index 203

x CONTENTS

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page x



Tables and Figures

Tables

Table 1. Estimated Departures of Slaves (in Thousands) from 
Ports in the Bight of Biafra, 1651–1865 38

Table 2. Quantity of Palm Oil Imported Annually to U.K. from 
West Coast of Africa 56

Table 3. Fluctuation of Trade at the Bights of Benin and Biafra, 
1857–1871 57

Table 4. Quantity of Palm Kernels Purchased by Firms in the Lower 
Cross River Region, 1941–1944, Expressed in Percentages 65

Table 5. Palm Produce Exported from Calabar by Firms, 
Oct. 1951–March 1952 66

Table 6. Palm Produce Exported from Atimbo Outstation by Firms 
in the Lower Cross River Region, October 1951–March, 1952 66

Table 7. Palm Produce Exported from Ikang Outstation by Firms, 
October 1951–March, 1952 67

Figures

Figure 1. Cross River Basin 9
Figure 2. Trading Spheres and Major Routes in the Eighteenth 

and Nineteenth Century 15
Figure 3. Ekpe Masquerade 20
Figure 4. Idem Ikwo (Ekpe Runners) 21
Figure 5. King Eyamba’s Iron Palace 70
Figure 6. Old Residency (Prefabricated by a Glasgow firm in 1884) 71
Figure 7. Presbyterian Church, Duke Town (One of the Earliest 

Buildings in Calabar) 72
Figure 8. The Old Consulate (Side View) 1883 73

xi

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page xi



Figure 9. Rev. Hope Waddell at 91 90
Figure 10. Mary Slessor in 1898 91
Figure 11. Mary Slessor and One of the Saved Twins: Daniel Slessor 93
Figure 12. William R. Thomson (Founder and First Principal of 

Hope Waddell Training Institution, 1894–1899) 104
Figure 13. Twentieth-Century Calabar 168
Figure 14. An Aerial View of Calabar 169
Figure 15. Calabar: The People’s Paradise in 2006 172

xii TABLES AND FIGURES

00 imbua fmt  11/8/11  10:05 AM  Page xii



Series Editor’s Preface

The Carolina Academic Press African World Series,  inaugurated in 2010, of-
fers significant new works in the field of African and Black World studies. The
series provides scholarly and educational texts that can serve both as reference
works and as readers in college classes.

Studies in the series are anchored in the existing humanistic and the social
scientific traditions. Their goal, however, is the identification and elaboration
of the strategic place of Africa and its Diaspora in a shifting global world. More
specifically, the studies will address gaps and larger needs in the developing
scholarship on Africa and the Black World.

The series intends to fill gaps in areas such as African politics, history, law,
religion, culture, sociology, literature, philosophy, visual arts, art history, ge-
ography, language, health, and social welfare. Given the complex nature of
Africa and its Diaspora, and the constantly shifting perspectives prompted by
globalization, the series also meets a vital need for scholarship connecting
knowledge with events and practices. Reflecting the fact that life in Africa con-
tinues to change, especially in the political arena, the series explores issues em-
anating from racial and ethnic identities, particularly those connected with
the ongoing mobilization of ethnic minorities for inclusion and representa-
tion.

Toyin Falola
University of Texas at Austin
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Preface

The history of Calabar has been studied by various scholars ranging from
amateurs to professionals. Okon E. Uya attributes the scholarly interest in Old
Calabar to the unbroken contact between the region and the Europeans since
about the sixteenth century, when the people and cultures of Old Calabar at-
tracted the fascination of European explorers and traders. The early accounts
of Old Calabar by these writers created a desire in some Europeans to visit this
well-advertised African port city. From the eighteenth century, there were an
increasing number of travel accounts and memoirs in which Calabar received
prestigious mention.

Twentieth-century professional historians who researched on Old Calabar
focused their attention on specific themes. Some of those prominent in this re-
gard include Adiele E.  Afigbo,  J.  C.  Anene,  Effiong U. Aye,  Daryll Forde,
Christopher Krantz, A. J. H. Latham, Paul E. Lovejoy, K. K. Nair, M. E. Noah,
David Northrup, David Richardson and Okon E. Uya. While some of these
scholars dealt with pre-European trade, politics, religion, and society, others
analysed major developments in the area against the backdrop of European
influence and thus emphasized the primacy of European factors in initiating
change in Old Calabar. As important as the extant studies are, they hardly rep-
resent a systematic and holistic tracing of the underpinnings of the British-
Calabar relations which left irreversible impact on both sides. That is exactly
what we have attempted to accomplish in this study. Of special interest to us
is the range of contacts that confirm the reciprocal fraternization between the
British and the people of Calabar.

This study in transnational and interracial history interrogates earlier con-
clusions which were either products of nationalist history or built on popular
views. For example, the claim by Noah that “the presence of foreign traders,
Christian missionaries and British political officers in Old Calabar had made
the area more crisis-ridden than it needed to be” is here reassessed. That Old
Calabar developed to become not only a major commercial and religious cen-
tre but also the headquarters of the fledging British administration in the area

xv
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suggests that Noah overstated the case. Again, we show that rather than being
passive victims, Africans in Old Calabar played active roles in their encounters
with Europeans. We show the great borrowings and exchanges that took place
in the Atlantic world among populations that were radically different in lan-
guage, culture, and physique. We conclude that despite geographical and cul-
tural separations, the physical and intellectual crossings that permeated the
Atlantic world improved the fortunes of all its neighbouring peoples.

True, the very title of Intercourse and Crosscurrents in the Atlantic World may
sound so banal and vast as to invite skepticism about its standing as a work of
serious scholarship. To allay such doubts, we have made the study more con-
crete by delimiting an area of primary focus, albeit with the consciousness that
the delimited area forms only an integral part of a wider community. Links
between Calabar and Britain are more accurately characterized as links be-
tween Old Calabar and the primary Calabar trading ports of Britain— Bristol,
Liverpool, and London.

Our work is situated within the framework of cosmopolitanism, which en-
sured that agents of radically different cultural backgrounds in Calabar man-
aged their differences in such a way that ethnicity and nationality were not
accorded any deterministic role. Admirably, migrants were absorbed into the
dominant political and economic institutions of the society without participatory
barriers as long as they had the ability to advance the fame and fortunes of
Calabar. Convinced that Calabar’s strength was in its ability to globalize the
local and localize the global, the study admonishes us to discourage the cur-
rent exclusion of non-indigenes of the area from certain socio-economic and
political opportunities. Sadly, Nigerians distinguish between original inhabi-
tants and “owners” of the land otherwise called “indigenes” and later comers
called “non-indigenes.” Indigeneship certificates are issued to those considered
original inhabitants of their Local Government Areas, while columns for state
of origin are inserted in national public forms like admission and civil service
recruitment. The notion of indigeneity has deep social and political implica-
tions.  Even if a person has lived in a certain place for most of his/her life,
worked, married and had children there, he/she is still considered a stranger.
This work makes clear that without “strangers,” Calabar’s contribution to Nige-
ria’s development as well as to her international fame would have been greatly
lessened.

To avoid the charge of excessive dependence on written records, which often
ignore the authentic African voice, we have interrogated the Efik voice through
massive collection and use of oral histories. While doing this field work, we
dealt with persons who have a good knowledge of what happened in the past
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and the ability to relate it to the present. The cautious use of oral sources in
conjunction with written and printed archival documents was intended to cre-
ate a picture that best approximates what actually happened.

This book grew out of my thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in
History at the University of Calabar, Nigeria. The work could not have been
brought to its present status but for the unlimited help of Ambassador Prof. Okon
E. Uya, chief supervisor of my doctoral dissertation. My encounter with this
internationally acclaimed historian and Genius Laureate of Nigeria remark-
ably blessed and reshaped my destiny and I will forever remain grateful.

I would also like to thank David Northrup of Boston College and Christo-
pher Krantz of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of Lon-
don,  who kindly responded to my many queries with both advice and
documents. Ours was another dimension of intercourse and crosscurrents in
the Atlantic world and this work is the better for it. I also owe a special debt
of gratitude to Dr. Joseph Ushie of the University of Uyo, who has become an
unfailing source of encouragement and inspiration to me. I thank Dr. Ivor
Miller for providing me with rare documents and for his critical inputs at var-
ious stages of editing.

I am extremely grateful to the numerous informants who enthusiastically shared
rich oral traditions and history with me. I am also indebted to the numerous
individuals at the various branches of the Nigerian National Archives who pro-
vided me with great assistance.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my wife, Juliet Dave
Imbua, for her unusual interest and motivational comments which sustained
the effort that culminated in this book. More importantly, however, Juliet gave
birth to our first child, Excel Beshiunim Dave Imbua, on the day I defended
my dissertation. Our second child, Kerima-Cherish Enounim Dave Imbua,
was born as this work was going to press. For the pride we feel in Beshiuinm
and Enounim, and the indescribable joy they bring to our lives, I dedicate this
book to them.
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