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Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press
includes titles from many states around the country. The goal of each
book is to provide law students, practitioners, paralegals, college stu-
dents, laypeople, and librarians with the essential elements of legal
research in each state. Unlike more bibliographic texts, the Legal Re-
search Series books seek to explain concisely both the sources of state
law research and the process for conducting legal research effectively. 
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xix

Preface and Acknowledgments

The primary audience for this book includes first-year law students
enrolled in a course that integrates hands-on legal research with legal
analysis and writing. Other audiences include practitioners who need
to become familiar with researching Michigan resources as well as
paralegals, college students, and anyone else seeking an understand-
ing of Michigan authorities.

Our interest in writing this book stemmed in large part from stu-
dents’ frequent requests for a text devoted primarily to Michigan re-
sources. In writing the text, there are five goals. First, create a short,
readable text that introduces the process of researching problems in
Michigan, as well as provide basic information regarding the federal
system. Second, provide guidance on how to determine the authori-
tative value of various types of legal sources. Third, include brief dis-
cussions of legal analysis to demonstrate the intersection between the
process of research and writing. Fourth, provide a method for sys-
tematically keeping track of the research process. Fifth, emphasize the
importance of effective and efficient research.

This last goal led to an appreciation that, in some situations, the
most effective and efficient research begins with online resources. In
explaining online sources, we have chosen to provide fewer in-depth
details about how to create searches for various sites. This decision
was a result of feedback from students who used the manuscript in
class and confirmed our view that students need to know the site,
what to look for, and how to analyze what they find, not detailed in-
formation on how to search each site.

Pamela Lysaght
Cristina D. Lockwood
May 2011
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wonderful husband whose sense of humor and unending support for
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May 2011
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