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We dedicate the second edition of this book to our partners, 
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Introduction

The book is a primer on criminal litigation in the trial courts. The book is based on
the fictitious but realistic criminal case of People v. Roger Battistone and tracks the case
from arrest through sentencing. Students learn by doing. When the class addresses bail,
students participate in a simulation exercise as a prosecutor, defense counsel, or judge at
a bail review hearing. Similarly, students participate in simulation exercises on charging,
interviewing and counseling, preliminary hearings, grand jury proceedings, discovery,
motions, plea bargaining, and sentencing. Along the way, students become familiar with
the various stages of a criminal case by applying the law found in judicial opinions, statutes,
rules of court, professional responsibility rules, local rules, and jury instructions, to the
facts of the Battistone case.

Jurisdiction, Disclaimer, and Dates
The case is set in the jurisdiction of Ocean Beach in San Diego County in the State of

California. Ocean Beach and San Diego are very real and beautiful cities in a very real
and beautiful San Diego County in Southern California where we have the good fortune
to live and teach. Cases, statutes, and other legal and written sources are also real. However,
any similarities to people, places, or fact situations are the product of our combined imag-
inations and are purely coincidental. References to years are in relation to the present; for
example YR-0 refers to this year, and YR-22 refers to twenty-two years ago.

Second Edition
In addition to updating the materials, we have expanded references to professional re-

sponsibility obligations throughout the text. The materials are informed by our personal
experiences in criminal trial practice for the prosecution (Professor Ramirez) and for the
defense (Professors Berend and Ramirez), our teaching experience, our return to practice
during sabbatical leaves, and the generous contributions and helpful critiques from the
San Diego criminal practice community. As they have transitioned from students to alums
to seasoned lawyers, our students have continued to enrich our teaching.
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