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xiii

Introduction: 
The Will to Survive

This book is about survival. Being a lawyer is hard. Doing the
work of a lawyer is hard. Reading rules, analyzing facts, solving
problems, and writing in a way that another person can under-
stand is hard. I had days as a law student and a lawyer that I would
swear were harder to survive than being lost in the Everglades, ma-
rooned in Antarctica, or adrift in the Indian Ocean. This book of-
fers advice, processes, tips, and tactics to help you survive any legal
writing project. They are all born of my real-life experience as a
litigator at a large firm and as a legal writing professor.

Before we get any further, you should know that this book, like
any survival guide, makes one fundamental assumption about its
reader: that he or she wants to survive. Just by picking up this book,
you have demonstrated the will to survive. You are not going to be
the person who lies down in the snow on Mount Everest and tells
the rest of the survivors to go on without you. You know the one:
“I am so cold. I can’t go on. Leave me here. Oh, I see my Nana
coming towards me. She is so beautiful. . . .”

It may seem over the top to talk about “survival” in the context
of writing legal documents. Obviously, there are people who ac-
tually worry every day about how to survive.  Law students and
lawyers occupy a place of comfort compared to so many others
(even if that is easy to forget). And yes, we are deeply grateful for
that good fortune. But in my experience, there were memos, mo-
tions, emails, and a million other documents that felt like a mat-
ter of life or death while I was writing them. I wrote this book with
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xiv INTRODUCTION

the hope that I could help you have more perspective in those mo-
ments than I did.

I also wrote this book because I think that you can be a good
legal writer, and that the writing that we do as lawyers is worth-
while. Being able to write in a way that communicates effectively
and helps your client is a tremendous thing— and it feels tremen-
dous to do it well, like having a super power. I imagine that sur-
viving a zombie apocalypse or a rhinoceros attack feels the same
way. I want you to have that feeling when you survive writing a legal
document.

This book is for law students and lawyers who are in the midst
of a struggle to survive with a legal document. If that describes you,
I think that this book will help you and make your life easier. But
here is my first tip: Even if you follow none of the steps in this book,
even if you read this book (or don’t) and then do the opposite of
everything I suggest,  you will still survive as long as you have a
friend, or a cat, or a couch to go home to. Because that is how you
really survive the stresses of this profession — by not neglecting
your life away from your work computer. The way to survive is to
remember the people, places, animals, books, and things you love.
And keep your feet dry.

I wish the best for you in all of your adventures, legal writing
and otherwise. Godspeed!
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