
Child Death 
Investigations

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page i



00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page ii



Child Death 
Investigations

Interdisciplinary Techniques from
Cradle to Court

second edition

Lisa Mayhew

Carolina Academic Press
Durham, North Carolina

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page iii



Copyright © 2012
Lisa Mayhew

All Rights Reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Mayhew, Lisa.
Child death investigations : interdisciplinary techniques from cra-
dle to court / Lisa Mayhew. -- 2nd ed.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-61163-176-0 (alk. paper)
1.  Child abuse--Investigation. 2.  Children--Death. 3.  Children's
accidents. 4.  Sudden death in children. 5.  Infanticide. 6.  Chil-
dren--Suicidal behavior. 7.  Homicide investigation.  I. Title.

HV8079.C46M39 2012
363.25'952--dc23 2012021317

Carolina Academic Press
700 Kent Street

Durham, North Carolina 27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486
Fax (919) 493-5668
www.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page iv



Contents

Acknowledgments xi

Chapter 1 • Introduction 3

Chapter 2 • Considerations and Challenges 7
Investigative Base 8
Challenges 9
Scenes 12
Body Exams 13
Weapons 14
The Autopsy 14
Summary 16

Chapter 3 • Interdisciplinary Collaboration 19
Interdisciplinary versus Multidisciplinary 20
Mandates 21
Respect for Professional Boundaries 21
Identify and Define 22
Resources 23
Stress Management 23
Summary 24

Chapter 4 • Natural 25
Circumstances 26
Medical History 27
Environment 28
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 32

v

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page v



SIDS — Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 35
SUDI — Sudden Unexplained/Unexpected Death 
in Infancy 35
SUID — Sudden Unexplained Infant Death 35

Summary 36
Case Examples 37
Investigation to Do List 37

Chapter 5 • Accident 39
Motor Vehicle Crashes 40
Asphyxiation 42
Drowning 47
Guns 48
Fire 49
Drugs 50
Falls 51
Summary 52
Case Examples 52
Investigation to Do List 53
Drowning 53
Gun 53
Falls 53
Toxins 53
MVC 54
Asphyxiation 54

Chapter 6 • Suicide 55
Guns 55
Hanging 56
Drugs 57
The Broad Net 57
Reasons 59
Communication 60
Guidelines 60
Summary 64
Case Examples 64

vi Contents

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page vi



Investigation to Do List 65

Chapter 7 • Homicide 67
Neonaticide 67
What is the history? 68
Who is the mother? 69
What are the final autopsy results? 69
If the results confirm homicide, what approach 
is taken? 70

Abusive Head Trauma 71
Identify red flags 72
Identify inconsistencies 73
Do Not Rush! 73
Timeline 74
Triggers 74
Language 75
Notification 75
Scenes 76

Abdominal Trauma 77
Histories 77
Timelines 77
Complications 78
Scenes 78

Child Abuse and Neglect 78
Bruising 79
What does the size of the bruise suggest? 79
What does the shape of the bruise suggest? 79
What does the location of the bruise suggest? 80

Fractures 81
Timing 81
History 81
Statements 82

Burns 82
Munchausen Syndrome By Proxy 83
Playing dumb 86
Proof 86

Contents vii

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page vii



Patterns 86
Guns 87
Drowning 88
Poisoning 88
Fire 89
Other Homicides 90
Summary 90
Case Examples 90
Investigation to Do List 91

Chapter 8 • Undetermined 93
Summary 94
Case Examples 95

Chapter 9 • Interviewing Families 97
Introductions 97
Core Principles 99
Obstacles 100
Techniques 101
Summary 102

Chapter 10 • Reconstructions 105
Equipment 105
Approach 106
Details 107
Exit Strategy 108
Summary 109

Appendix A • Case Analyses 111
Chapter 4: Natural Death Cases 111
Case #1 —
Case #2 —
Case #3 —
Case #4 —

Chapter 5: Accidental Death Cases 115
Case #1 —

viii Contents

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page viii



Case #2 —
Case #3 —
Case #4 — 

Chapter 6: Suicidal Death Cases 120
Case #1 —
Case #2 —
Case #3 —

Chapter 7: Homicide Cases 122
Case #1 —
Case #2 —
Case #3 —

Chapter 8: Undetermined Cases 126
Case #1 —
Case #2 —
Case #3 —

Appendix B • HIPAA 131
Purpose 131
Introduction 132
Definitions 132
Statutes 133
Implications 143
Recommendations 146
Resources 147

Appendix C • Glossary 149

Index 151

Contents ix

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page ix



00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page x



Acknowledgments

I am fortunate to work for a wonderful group of forensic pathol-
ogists who always take the time to share their knowledge and ex-
perience with me. My thanks also go out to the many and varied
professionals for all that they do with regards to children. A special
thank you goes to Don Rabon for his continuous encouragement
and support, Krista Ragan for being such a valuable colleague and
editor, and friends and family for their support and understanding
on the bad days.

xi

00 mayhew 2e fmt cx3  8/9/12  11:29 AM  Page xi


