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Foreword

They say the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. In my experience, this
old adage takes on new meaning as my son, Tom, has chosen a career in
s p o rt management, risk management, sport law, teac h i ng, and coac h i ng. He
has developed an int e rest in and passion for youth sport and has put his
time and eff o rt in this area of sport. He was an avid part i c i p a nt in youth
s p o rt activities that included baseball, basketball, football, track, and
w re s t l i ng. Since his early days as a youth sport part i c i p a nt, he added coac h-
i ng, teac h i ng, offic i a t i ng, and the administra t i on of youth sport pro g ra m s .
He has had the opportunity as a pare nt to see youth sport from still another
side as his son and daughter actively participate in tennis, soccer, cheer-
l e a d i ng, and cross count ry ru n n i ng. This bac k g round in youth sport has pre-
p a red him for the field of youth sport and along with his legal bac k g ro u n d
in sport law, the ability and bac k g round to write about youth sport and the
l aw.

Today there is an unpre c e d e nted int e rest in youth sport and this all-
time high rate of part i c i p a t i on is accompanied by a re c o rd number of sport -
related lawsuits. Youth Sport and the Law uses actual court cases to gain
the attent i on of the reader to the type of court cases that come before the
bar that relates to youth sport. The examples of sport - related litigation
p rovides valuable inform a t i on to all who participate in youth sport — t h e
p a rt i c i p a nt, administra t o r, coach, and official. Youth Sport and the Law
is written in an easy to read style that is legally sound but devoid of bur-
densome legalese. Judicial decisions are import a nt for the guidelines they
p rovide to all who participate in the youth sport endeavor.

I am pleased that Carolina Academic Press has added the book to its
o u t s t a n d i ng series in sport law. Youth Sport and the Law should be a valu-
able asset to the series and provide a much needed re s o u rce for the million s
who are a part of youth sport on the national and int e rn a t i onal level. The
book provides guidelines and re c o m m e n d a t i ons which will greatly im-
p rove sport for all con c e rn e d .

Herb Appenzeller
J e ff e r s on-Pilot Professor of Sport Management Emeritus

G u i l f o rd College, Gre e n s b o ro, North Caro l i n a
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