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Preface

Unintended Consequences: Lessons Learned, An Educational Jour-
ney is different because it was designed that way. The two authors
have a diverse background in teaching over a period of 86 years.
Their educational experiences began at the 8th grade and covers
35 years in high school, five years at a private  church- affiliated ju-
nior college, 37 years at a private senior college, and nine years at
three state universities in graduate school where students sought
terminal degrees. Both authors agree that there is a common thread
of characteristics of the students at all levels of their 86 years of
teaching and many years of  extra- curricular activities that include
coaching sports and administration of  sport- related activities. With
these highly diverse backgrounds with both common and, at times,
unique experiences at various levels, the authors wanted to write about
their educational experiences from the 1940s to today. Both au-
thors share personal stories, anecdotes from their  on- the-job ex-
periences. Both agree with Thomas Peters and Nancy Austin who
wrote in their best seller A Passion for Excellence:

Stories, as nothing else reveal what is important to an
institution. Stories convey the mistakes and successes
of the past so that others can profit from them.

Bob Gingher,  a book editor for the Greensboro News & Record,
wrote:

No one develops learning tools by rote, but again by
examples and stories.

Gingher concludes that “stories” are the indispensable tools of teach-
ers and students,  without them there is no such thing as moral
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imagination (Managing Sport and Risk Management Strategies, 2nd
edition, 2003). Author Joe Franks, a gifted teacher with 30 years
in the public high school classroom, with special duties as a coach
and athletic trainer, has a passion for teaching and being a highly
respected role model for students, parents, faculty and staff mem-
bers. He refers to his past experiences to evaluate the status of ed-
ucation in the 21st century. Franks welcomes criticism of his personal
views when he makes his feelings known about education today
and his advice on ways to make education relevant and exciting for
all students.  Herb Appenzeller,  with a very diverse background
starting in the 8th grade of a rural school in North Carolina, ob-
serves education on a predominantly collegiate background. He,
like fellow author Joe Franks, uses stories and personal experiences
in the educational system for 56 years to make his points about im-
proving the status of education in the 21st century. As  co- author
of Unintended Consequences: Lessons Learned, An Educational Jour-
ney,  this is the 24th book Appenzeller has written and edited on
sport law, sport management, and education.

The authors understand that readers of the text will agree and
disagree on various subject matters, but critical thinking on the
contents and opinions expressed in the book is much more im-
portant. By sharing concerns and opinions about ways to improve
teaching skills, we can make education exciting and rewarding for
our most important resource — our students and their contribu-
tions to life in the 21st century.

Joe Franks
Herb Appenzeller

x PREFACE
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