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Introduction

Most people, to include those who are professionals in the field of criminal
justice, have a rather large misgiving, perhaps even a fear, of statistics. Often,
this fear is seated in a course that was taken years ago, either in high school or
while working on an undergraduate (and in some cases a graduate) degree.
Very knowledgeable men and women who are teaching statistical courses at
colleges and universities make assumptions as to the level of understanding
held by the students entering their classes. Often, these assumptions are wrong.

According to many students and colleagues,  the stories about statistics
courses are the same over the years. Students have passed statistical classes by
parroting techniques, but did not really understand. Students ask in-class ques-
tions concerning statistical problems, only to be told, “Oh, you should know
that.” Too often, students have gone to the office of the professor only to leave
more confused than they were when they went in.

Students do have a responsibility to prepare themselves and spend an ap-
propriate amount of time studying and practicing. However, fear of the sub-
ject matter, and a certain lack of understanding, may combine to cause the
student to approach a course in statistical analysis with a certain amount of
dread.

Controlling the fear of statistics depends upon two things. First, the stu-
dent must realize that if he or she can add, subtract, multiply, and divide, they
already possess the basic skills necessary to perform statistical calculations.
Secondly, the student must take the time to learn the terminology and how to
read the statistical formulas. Once this has been accomplished, the mystery of
statistical analysis unravels and the sense of dread is replaced with a feeling of
satisfaction and accomplishment.

This text has been specifically written with criminal justice professionals
and the practical application of statistical processes to criminal justice needs
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in mind. All examples and exercises have been designed with a criminal jus-
tice flavor. The statistical processes reviewed in this text are those most likely
to be applied by those working in the criminal justice field. Higher, more com-
plicated techniques are not as likely to be undertaken by most criminal justice
professionals in their normal course of duty and have been reserved for later
texts.

x INTRODUCTION
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