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Preface and Acknowledgments

Ohio Legal Research provides a concise introduction to Ohio-specific pri-
mary authorities and research tools for readers new to legal research or new
to researching Ohio law. Ohio Legal Research introduces federal resources
alongside their Ohio counterparts, which makes the text useful for an intro-
ductory research course that covers both state and federal research. Written
with the understanding that research is best learned by practice, Ohio Legal
Research offers succinct explanation to guide the novice without including so
much as to overwhelm.

Ohio Legal Research follows a pragmatic process-based approach by intro-
ducing the sources of law and a process for researching those sources in
Chapter 1. Subsequent chapters then employ that research process to explain
how to research constitutions, statutes, cases, court rules, administrative law,
and legislative history (Chapters 2 through 8, and 10). Chapter 9 covers sec-
ondary sources. Chapter 11 pulls process and substance together by walking
the reader through researching a legal issue following the research process
used throughout the text.

This updated third edition incorporates recent changes to the major elec-
tronic research platforms including the newest generative Al systems, while
maintaining a process focus that will help the reader no matter which plat-
form is available. Updated web addresses also point the researcher to many
materials available for free online. Finally, Ohio Legal Research includes a
fully updated chapter on citation that teaches basic citation form using the
major citation manuals and, perhaps most significant to the Ohio practitio-
ner, the newest edition of the Ohio Manual of Citation.

The third edition of this book is long overdue and was waylaid by COVID-
19, both the worldwide pandemic’s effects on our institutions and the

Xix
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personal impact of long COVID. We are grateful to Spencer Kluth, Ohio State
Law class of 2023, who brought a student’s perspective to her editing work,
and Gavin Maziarz, Ohio State Law class of 2026, who helped get this edition
across the finish line.

We are indebted to Suzanne Rowe for her editorial guidance in writing the
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book Oregon Legal Research.

We remain grateful to those who helped with the first edition of the book,
authored by Katherine Hall and Sara Sampson. The staffs of the Moritz Law
Library at The Ohio State University and of the Georgetown University Law
Library provided invaluable assistance. Special thanks to Matt Steinke, now
at University of Texas, for his expert advice and to Intaba Shauri, former
Georgetown Law research assistant, for his exceptional help on this project.

We also wish to thank our families, friends, and cats for their support.



Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press includes
titles from many states around the country. The goal of each book is to pro-
vide law students, practitioners, paralegals, college students, and laypeople
with the essential elements of legal research in each state. Unlike more biblio-
graphic texts, the Legal Research Series books seek to explain concisely both
the sources of state law research and the process for conducting legal research
effectively.
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