Florida Family Law






Florida Family Law

Text and Commentary

2019 Statutes

Phyllis Coleman
PROFESSOR OF LAW
NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS
Durham, North Carolina



Copyright © 2020 Phyllis Coleman
All rights reserved

ISBN: 978-1-5310-1799-6

Carolina Academic Press
700 Kent Street
Durham, North Carolina 27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486
Fax (919) 493-5668
E-mail: cap@cap-press.com
www.cap-law.com

Printed in the United States of America



Contents

ACKNOWICAZIMENLS ..ottt sttt ettt bessesneene e xi
PLEface ... xiii
Significant Legislative Changes ..........ccoccvvveieieieiieresese et XV
Florida CONStItULION.......ceueeieieiecteeteeie ettt sttt aestesnesseeseeneeneennens 1
Article 1. Declaration of Rights ........cccoocuiiiiiiiiiciiciiceeee e 1
Article X. MISCEIIANCOUS ..ottt 1
FLOTTd@ STATULES ....eveeeieiieieeieie ettt ettt e be s s eneeneenean 3
Chapter 20. Organizational StruCtUre ..........cceveeriieciieieciecie et 3
Chapter 27. State Attorneys; Public Defenders; Related Offices..................... 3
Part III. Public Defenders and Other Court-Appointed Counsel................ 3
Chapter 39. Proceedings Relating to Children ............cocoeeeeieieenenencceenee 4
Part I. General ProviSIONS .........c.eieeiieriieieiieseesieeie et eeesie e 4

Part I1. Reporting Child ADUSE .......ccvevueiiiiiriiieeeeeee e 29

Part I1I. Protective INVestigations .........ccecveeverierieniieriieieeieeeesre e 40

Part IV. Taking Children into Custody and Shelter Hearings................... 47

Part V. Petition, Arraignment, Adjudication, and Disposition................ 60

Part VL. Disposition; Postdisposition Change of Custody..............c......... 72

Part VII. CaSE Plans ....ocveviiieiieieeeee e 80

Part VIII. PermanenCy .........cocueeiuiiiiiieiiiecie ettt 91

Part IX. Judicial REVIEWS ......couveiiiiiiiieniceieeeeee e 99

Part X. Termination of Parental Rights...........cccceeeiviiiiiniecieieie 106

Part XI. Guardians Ad Litem and Guardian Advocates..........c..cccc...... 124

Part XII. Domestic VIOIENCE.......ccuevuirieriiriieiieiieiieie et 128
Chapter 48. Process and Service of Process........cceeveeeeiieneenieecieeieneeiee, 129
Chapter 49. Constructive Service of Process........ccooveevervieneenieecieeieneeeenne 130
Chapter 55. JUAZMENLS ..ot 131
Chapter 61. Dissolution of Marriage; Support; Time-sharing...................... 131
Part I. General PrOVISIONS .......ccooiveiirirenieieierese e 131



vi

Part II.
Part I11.
Part IV.
Chapter 63.
Chapter 64.
Chapter 68.
Chapter 88.
Part I.
Part II.
Part I11.
Part I'V.
Part V.

Part VI.

Part VIL

Part VIII.

Part IX.
Chapter 90.
Chapter 92.
Chapter 95.

Chapter 119.
Chapter 193.

Part 1.

Chapter 196.
Chapter 222.
Chapter 258.

Part I.

Chapter 322.
Chapter 328.
Chapter 381.
Chapter 382.
Chapter 383.
Chapter 384.
Chapter 390.
Chapter 391.

Part I.
Part III.

Chapter 394.

Part I.
Part V.

Chapter 402.
Chapter 409.

Part 1.
Part II.

Chapter 414.
Chapter 415.

CONTENTS

Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act......209
Collaborative Law Process Act........ccceeuevieruiecieeienieieeieeeenne 226
Uniform Deployed Parents Custody and Visitation Act........... 230
AOPHION ..ottt e 240
Partition of Property.......cccccevveevieciieiieieciecececeee e 298
Miscellaneous Proceedings..........cccoecveeeerieviieieseenieieeie e, 300
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act.......c..ccceeeevieieeiennenne. 301
General PrOVISIONS ........coovvieeeeeieeeeeeeeree et eeee e 301
JULISAICHION ...t 305
Civil Provisions of General Application............ccccevereruerurnene 309
Establishment of Support Order............cocoecevereeieieniereneenne, 316
Enforcement of Support Order of Another State

Without RegiStration ...........cceceeeeereereneneneeieceieesiesee e 317
Registration, Enforcement, and Modification of

SUPPOTE OTACT....c.vieiiieieiieee ettt 319
Support Proceeding Under Convention ............ccccevvereereenuennene. 325
Interstate Rendition.............coeeviuiieiieoieiieeeceeeeeee e, 331
Miscellaneous ProviSions..........cc..ocveeeueeeeveeeeeeeeeeeree e 332
Evidence Code .......cooooviiiuiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 332
Witnesses, Records, and Documents ...........c.oooveeeeveeeecneeeennee. 341
Limitations of Actions; Adverse Possession.........cc.cccceuveeenne... 348
Public RecOrds ......cc.ooouvieiiiieiiieiicee e 349
ASSESSIMENLS ...ttt ettt e 350
General PrOVISIONS .........ccveieueeeiieeieeeeeeeeee ettt 350
EXEMPUON ..ottt ees 351
Method of Setting Apart Homestead and Exemptions ............. 351
State Parks and Preserves.........c.coovveeviiiiiiiiicieceieceieeeee e 352
Parks....ooooeeieeeeee e 352
Drivers’ LICENSES .....ccoviieuiieciieeieeeieeeeeeete et et e 353
Vessels: Title Certificates; Liens; Registration........................ 355
Public Health: General Provisions............ccccceevveeeuieecieeeneennee. 355
Vital STAtiSTICS ..ovviiviieiiieiieeie ettt et e 358
Maternity and Infancy Hygiene ...........ccooceevvevieiencieneenieenne, 366
Sexually Transmissible DiS€ases ........cccevveerververeeneerieerienneenne. 370
Termination of Pregnancies ..........ceeeeeveeeenieecieeiesienieeie e 372
Children’s Medical SErviCes........ccoveevieeiieiieecieeree e 384
General ProviSIONS .........ccvievvieiiiiiiieecieceeieeetee et 384
Early Steps Program .........c..cccoeceeviieiieienienieie e 384
Mental Health.............ooooiiiiiiiii e 386
Florida Mental Health ACt ........ccoooeeiieciiiiiiceceeeceeeee 386
Involuntary Civil Commitment of

Sexually Violent Predators ..........c.cceeveveeciieieiienieeieeieeene 388
Health and Human Services: Miscellaneous Provisions........... 389
Social and Economic ASSIStance ..........cccceeeveevereenreerveeeeeneenne. 391
Social and Economic ASSIStance ...........ccceeeveevereerieerneeeeeneenne 391
KIACATE ...ttt ettt be e e 439
Family Self-Sufficiency ........cccevvevieeiieciiiiicicciecieeeeceeieee 445
Protection from Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation.................... 447



Chapter 440.
Chapter 450.
Chapter 456.
Chapter 624.
Chapter 627.

Part VI.
Part VII.

Chapter 641.

Part 1.

Chapter 683.
Chapter 689.
Chapter 708.
Chapter 731.

Part II.

Chapter 732.

Part I.
Part II.
Part III.
Part IV.
Part V.
Part VI.
Part VIL
Part VIII.

Chapter 741.
Chapter 742.
Chapter 743.
Chapter 744.

Part I.
Part III.
Part IV.
Part V.

Chapter 751.
Chapter 752.
Chapter 753.
Chapter 760.

Chapter 761.
Chapter 765.

Part 1.
Part II.

Chapter 768.
Chapter 771.

Chapter 775.
Chapter 782.
Chapter 784.
Chapter 787.

CONTENTS vii

Workers' Compensation .............c.ecvevueecureieseesreeereeeeseesieenens 459
Minority Labor GroUPS .........cecveieieieieieniesiesese e 459
Health Professions and Occupations: General Provisions........ 460
Insurance Code: Administration and General Provisions......... 462
Insurance Rates and Contracts............cceceeeveveereneneneseeeeeennnn 463
Health Insurance POLiCIES.........ccveeeieieieiesierieceeeeieeeeenen 463
Group, Blanket, and Franchise Health Insurance Policies........ 463
Health Care Service Programs..........c.cccceeveeveeniiecieeiesienieenens 464
Health Maintenance Organizations............cceceeeeeeereeeeeenensn 464
Legal Holidays; Special Observances...........cccoveeveeeerieenieenenns 465
Conveyances of Land and Declarations of Trust...................... 466
Married Women's Property ........coceeeeeeieienenenenencneeeeeeennen 466
Probate Code: General Provisions ...........cccocvveevieeieeieseenieenenns 467
DefINItIONS. ...veeiieiieeieciteie ettt 467
Probate Code: Intestate Succession and Wills............cccueeeee 467
Intestate SUCCESSION ....ecvieeieeieiieiieie et 467
Elective Share of Surviving Spouse..........cccccevererirereeeeeennn. 469
Pretermitted Spouse and Children ............ccoccevevvvininincennee. 471
Exempt Property and Allowances.............ccoeveeveeeveneeneenieenenns 472
WILLS ..ttt et et 474
Rules of CONStrUCtION .......ccveeveieieriieiieieeieseeie e sie e 474
Contractual Arrangements Relating to Death............................ 474
General ProviSiONS ..........cccuievierieriiecieeieceesie e 479
Husband and Wife..........ccooieiiiiiinieiieececece e 482
Determination of Parentage ...........ccccceeevvveeivienieciieiesieseeiens 509
Disability of Nonage of Minors Removed...........c.ccceevverirennnnne 522
GUArdianShiP .....cc.eeveiieiieiieie e 535
General ProviSIONS .........ccecvieeieiieiieniieieeieceeie e sie e 535
Types of Guardianship..........ccoeeeevieriecieeiienieeeieeeeeeee e 535
GUATAIANS ...ttt 538
Adjudication of Incapacity and Appointment of Guardians..... 539
Temporary Custody of Minor Children by Extended Family... 540
Grandparental Visitation Rights ..........ccecevienieciincienieeeene, 544
Supervised VISTtation .......c.veceerieeiieeienieriesieeieeeesiee e eie e 547
Discrimination in the Treatment of Persons;

Minority Representation ...........ccoevereeeveeieneenieesieeieseesie e 548
Religious Freedom .........ccooveiiiiiiieniieiecieceee e 549
Health Care Advance Directives.........ccceeveerierieecienveneenieeeenne 550
General ProviSioNns .........ccecvveeierieniienieeiecieseeie e 550
Health Care Surrogate...........ccoeevevienieecieeienieie e 552
NEZIHZEINCE ...ttt neeen 554
Actions for Alienation of Affections, Criminal Conversation,
Seduction, or Breach of Contract to Marry.........ccccceeverueenennne. 554
Definitions; General Penalties; Registration of Criminals........ 556
HOMICIAC ...t 570
Assault; Battery; Culpable Negligence..........cccoecvvvvvreeeennnnen. 572

Kidnapping; False Imprisonment; Luring or Enticing
a Child; Custody Offenses .........cccveeveeeerienienieeieceeeeee e 589



viii

Chapter 790.
Chapter 794.
Chapter 796.
Chapter 797.
Chapter 798.
Chapter 800.
Chapter 810.
Chapter 825.

Chapter 826.
Chapter 827.
Chapter 847.
Chapter 873.
Chapter 874.
Chapter 877.
Chapter 914.
Chapter 918.
Chapter 934.
Chapter 937.
Chapter 943.
Chapter 944.
Chapter 960.

Chapter 1000.
Chapter 1002.

Part I.
Part II.
Part III.
Part IV.

Chapter 1003.

Part II.
Part IV.

Chapter 1004.
Chapter 1006.

Part 1.

Part II.

Chapter 1009.

Part II.

Chapter 1011.

Part II.

Chapter 1012.

Part III.

Federal Statutes
Abortion..........

Title 18.

Marriage .........

CONTENTS
Weapons and Firearms...........c.cccevvevieeceiiiineenieeieeie e 595
Sexual BAtterY ......eoveeieieieieriesieseeeeeece e 606
ProSttULION . .....eevieiieiieieseiese et 617
F N o103 o) 1 SRR 620
Adultery; Cohabitation...........cccccvevveriiecireieeiese e 621
Lewdness; Indecent EXpoSure..........cceecviviiiieniieciieieciiesieenens 621
Burglary and TresSpass........cveeveeeereerieeceeeieseesieeeeeeesreesseeneens 625
Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation of Elderly Persons
and Disabled AdUltS..........ccoeeeeiieiieciieieceee e 629
Bigamy; INCESt ....cuveueeiiieeirieeerieeieee e 638
Abuse of Children..........ccoeevveeiiiiirieciiciicieceee e 639
ODSCONMILY ..ottt ie ettt ettt ettt ee e ere e eneenean 645
Sale of Anatomical Matter..........cceveerreerieerieeiesienieere e 653
Criminal Gang Enforcement and Prevention.............c.cccceeue... 653
Miscellaneous CIIMES .......ccveevereerieenieeieeeieseesieeveeeeeseeesseenens 656
Witnesses; Criminal Proceedings ...........cccceveverinenenenienennn. 658
Conduct of Trial......c.cocveviieciieiecieciee e 660
Security of Communications; Surveillance ...........c.ccoceecveeenene 660
Missing Person Investigations .............cceevervenreecieneeseenieenens 661
Department of Law Enforcement..............ccoooveevieeiiniinienieennnns 663
State Correctional SYStem........c.cccveveerierieeiienienieneeie e 670
VICHM ASSISLANCE ...vvevreniieereeieeeiierieeteeeeeeeeeteesreeeeeeeeseeesseennenns 671
K-20 General Provisions...........cccecveeveeeieeieneenieeieseesieesieenens 679
Student and Parental Rights and Educational Choices.............. 681
General ProviSiONS .........ccecvieierieniienieeieeeesie e 681
Student and Parental Rights.........c.cccevieviieiiiiienienieeeieee, 681
Educational ChoiCe........cecvveieiieniieiieieeiecieeie e 686
Home Education, Private Schools, Other
Education Options..........ccecveeieiierienieeieeeesieeie e esie e 689
Public K-12 EAUCation..........cceecuerieniiecieeieceeie e 695
School Attendance ...........ccveeeeriieiiieienieieeeie e 695
Public K-12 Educational Instruction............cceceeeveevereenieenenne. 696
Public Post Secondary Education ............ccccceeveeeieeceeneenieennnne. 700
Support for Learning...........cceeveevieeieneeneenieeieeieseeseeie e 701
Public K-12 Education Support for Learning and
StUAENE SEIVICES...cuvieiiieieiieiieiieieeie ettt 701
Public Postsecondary Education Support for Learning
and Student SEIVICEs .......cccveveriieiieriieieeieceee e 713
Educational Scholarships, Fees, and Financial Assistance....... 715
Postsecondary Student Fees.........ccovveviveciiiinienieieeieeee 715
Planning and Budgeting...........cccoevevierieeciiiieieeeeeeeeee 716
Funding for School DiStricts.........cccveievierienieneneseeeeeeeeeneen 716
Personnel.........coveieieiiieieceeeeeee s 717
Public Schools; Personnel..........cccccooeviviiiiieiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeen, 717
...................................................................................................... 721
...................................................................................................... 721
Crimes and Criminal Procedure............cccoceverereninenieiennn. 721
...................................................................................................... 722



CONTENTS ix

Title 1. General PrOVISIONS .........coveecueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eereeeeeeennes 722
Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure ...........ccoccovevenininininienee. 722
DOMESLIC VIOLEIICE ...t eaaeenee s 722
Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure.........cc.coovveevieeeeiceeeceeenenee 722
EMPIOYIMENT ...ceviiiiiieiicicciceece ettt ettt be b e eeeesre e beenne e 728
Title 29. | 571010 ) USSR 728
(011116 1= o D ORI 732
Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure.............ooovvvivviiiiiieeieeeeeene. 732
Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure ...........ccocevivenininenieienee. 740
Title 42. The Public Health and Welfare.............cocoevivviiiiiiieeceiecee, 745
Title 15. Commerce and Trade.........cccceviveveiiiciieeeieeeeeeee e 751
TAXES e e e 752
Title 26. Internal Revenue Code........ccoooveviiiiiiiiiiiieeecceee e 752
BanKITUPLCY ..ottt sttt 771
Title 11. BankruptCy ......cvevieviieiiiiecieie et 771






Acknowledgments

First, much gratitude to my friend and colleague, Robert M. Jarvis (who, more
than two decades ago, gave me the push and confidence to think I could actually
produce this book), and my family, Mark Coady and Susan Melian, for their
continuing support understanding.

Second, Tim Colton at Carolina Academic Press deserves special mention for
being available from the very beginning to help whenever I needed him. I cannot
believe he retired before the book did . . . but he still promised to help if necessary.

Third, thanks also to Michelle Murray, Shepard Broad College of Law research
librarian, who eagerly lent a hand when asked.

Finally, I want to express much appreciation to my research assistant, George E.
Dahdal, for his invaluable aid.

X1






Preface

This book, which contains selected Florida constitutional provisions and statutes,
in addition to federal legislation, can be used as a supplement to all domestic
relations casebooks. By using this publication, students will learn current Florida
law (for the Bar exam and practice) while they sharpen their ability to read and
interpret statutes.

The publication also provides practitioners with a handy desktop research tool.

Department refers to the Department of Children and Families unless otherwise
specified.

Helpful websites:

e http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes (Florida statutes)

o http://www.flcourts.org/resources-and-services/court-improvement/family
law-self-help-information/family-law-forms.stml (Florida family law forms)

e http://www.flcourts.org/resources-and-services/family-courts/family-law-
self-help-information/family-law-rules-opinions.stml (Florida family law
rules and recent opinions)

A revised edition will be published each year to update the statutes. As a result, I
would appreciate receiving your comments and suggestions. Please direct them to:

Professor Phyllis Coleman
Shepard Broad College of Law
Nova Southeastern University
3305 College Avenue

Davie, Florida 33314-7721
Phone: (954) 262-6166

Fax: (954) 262-3835

e-mail: colemanp@nova.edu
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Significant Legislative Changes

Although state legislators amended or created a variety of family law statutes in
2019, the downward trend in total number of bills sent to the Governor for signature
continued. In fact, contrast the number of laws relating to domestic relations passed
this legislative session with the approximately 500 routinely enacted in the late
1990s.

This section highlights key revisions to the statutes in this book and, for easy
reference, provides bill (listed chronologically) and statute numbers, as well as
effective dates. Amendments that merely conform provisions to new terminology,
delete obsolete definitions, or make minor corrections are not discussed although, of
course, they have been made.

Turning to the individual bills, the following substantively modify existing
Florida family law statutes or create new ones.

2019-7 (Effective April 8, 2019)

An act relating to the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for
Military Children.

Amends § 1000.40

e Extends scheduled repeal of the compact and related provisions until July 1,
2022 unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the
Legislature.

2019-22 (Effective May 8, 2019)

An act relating to implementation of legislative recommendations of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Commission.
Amends § 1006.07
e Revises requirements for certain types of emergency drills.

e Mandates district school boards adopt an active assailant response plan.

e Requires each district school superintendent and charter school principal to
certify by a specified date, and annually thereafter, that all school personnel have
received annual training under the plan.

XV



XVvi SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

e Orders threat assessment teams to utilize the behavioral threat assessment
instrument.

Amends § 1006.12

e Requires district school boards and school district superintendents partner with
security agencies to establish or assign safe-school officers.

e Mandates district school boards collaborate with charter school governing boards
to facilitate access to all safe-school officer options.

2019-53 (Effective July 1, 2019)
An act relating to cyberharassment.
Amends § 784.049

e Revises legislative intent including adding safeguarding privacy interests to
protecting the psychological well-being of victims.

e Redefines terms “personal identifying information” and “sexually cyberharass.”

e Requires person has a reasonable expectation of privacy in an image for the
publication or dissemination of the image to qualify as sexual cyberharassment.

e Provides that certain actions do not eliminate such an expectation of privacy.

e Establishes criminal penalties.

2019-59 (Effective July 1, 2019)

An act relating to anti-Semitism.
Amends § 1002.20
e Prohibits discrimination in the Florida K—20 public education system based on

religion.

2019-128 (Effective October 1, 2019)

An act relating to child welfare.

Amends § 39.001

e Provides for the name of a child’s guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem to be
entered on court orders in dependency proceedings.

Amends § 39.0136

e Requires cooperation between certain parties and the court to achieve
permanency for a child as soon as possible.

e Mandates the Department of Children and Families ensure parents have the
information necessary to contact their case manager.

e Directs a new case manager assigned to a case to notify the parent and provide
updated contact information.



SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES xvii

e Specifies that continuances and extensions of time by the court on its own
motion may not exceed a certain period of time.

Amends § 39.402

e States that time limitations governing placement of a child in a shelter do not
include continuances requested by the court.

e Requires the court advise parents in plain language what is expected of them to
achieve reunification with their child.

e Expands requirements that parents must satisfy to achieve reunification with
their child.

Amends § 39.507

e Requires the court during an adjudicatory hearing advise parents in plain
language of certain requirements to achieve permanency with their child.

e Expands the requirements that parents must satisfy to achieve reunification with
their child.

Amends § 39.521

e Requires the department serve copies of the case plan and the family functioning
assessment on the parents of the child and provide copies of the plan and
assessment to the other parties.

Amends § 39.522

e Specifies postdisposition hearing, if needed, must occur before a child achieves a
permanency placement.

Amends § 39.6011

e Mandates written notice in a case plan include certain responsibilities and
actions required of the parents and informs the parent that a breach of the case
plan by the parent’s action or inaction may result in an earlier filing of a petition
for termination of parental rights.

e Obligates the department to ensure parent has certain contact information and
explains certain strategies included in the case plan.

e Provides a timeframe for referrals for services.

Amends § 39.6012

e Expands tasks and services a case plan must describe.

Amends § 39.621

e Revises when a court must hold certain hearings relating to dependency cases.
Amends § 39.806

e Specifies that grounds for termination of parental rights may be established when
a case plan is materially breached by a parent or parents’ action or inaction.
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Amends § 39.811

e Requires court enter written order of disposition within a specified timeframe
following termination of parental rights.

2019-133 (Effective October 1, 2019)
An act relating to hazing.
Amends § 1006.63
e Redefines “hazing.”

e Expands crime of hazing, a third degree felony, to include when a person solicits
others to commit or is actively involved in the planning of hazing.

e Extends crime of hazing, a first degree misdemeanor, to include when a person
solicits others to commit or is actively involved in the planning of hazing.

e Identifies “Andrew’s Law” as short title of statutory additions.

e Lists certain conditions (basically demonstrating that he called for help) that, if
present, protect a person from prosecution.

e Provides immunity from prosecution to persons who meet specified
requirements (basically showing that he rendered aid until medical personnel
arrived).

e Defines the term “aid.”
2019-142 (Effective July 1, 2019)

An act relating to child welfare.
Amends § 39.201

e Requires central abuse hotline accept certain reports or calls for investigation for
children who do not live in this state.

e Mandates Department of Children and Families initiate investigation when a
report is received from an emergency room physician.

Amends § 39.303

e Expands types of reports that the department must refer to Child Protection
Teams.

Amends § 39.4015
e Deletes definition of term “fictive kin.”

Amends § 39.407

e Authorizes psychiatric nurses to prescribe psychotropic medications to certain
children.



SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES Xix

e Revises the time period within which a court must review a child’s residential
treatment plan.

Amends § 39.5086

e Deletes definition of term “fictive kin.”
Amends § 39.6225

e Includes fictive kin in definition of “relative.”

e Provides guardianship assistance benefits be terminated under certain
circumstances such as age and guardian support.

Amends § 39.6251

e Requires young adult in extended foster care provide certain documentation or
execute a consent for release of certain records.

e Revises permanency goals for young adults in extended foster care.
e Allows return to care through the execution of a voluntary placement agreement.
Amends § 39.701

e Revises determinations a court must make to return a child to the custody of his
or her parents when the circumstances that caused the out-of-home placement,
and any issues subsequently identified, have been remedied so the court is
satisfied that reunification will not be detrimental to the child's safety, well-
being, and physical, mental, and emotional health.

e Requires the court issue certain orders when a young adult enters extended foster
care.

2019-156 (Effective July 1, 2019)
An act relating to caregivers for children in out-of-home care.
Creates § 39.4087
e Provides legislative intent that is “[t]o provide the best care to children.”

o Establishes goals for the department to treat foster parents, kinship caregivers,
and nonrelative caregivers with dignity, respect, and trust while ensuring
delivery of child welfare services is focused on the best interest of the child.”
2019-167 (Effective October 1, 2019 except as otherwise expressly provided)

An act relating to administration of justice.

Amends § 61.13016

e Provides that a written agreement for payment may include a reasonable period
of payment deferral to accommodate an obligor’s good faith job-seeking efforts.

Amends § 784.048

e Revises definition of term “cyberstalk.”
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Amends § 960.13

e Increases timeframe for prompt reporting of a crime to be eligible for a victim
compensation award.

Amends § 960.195

e Increases timeframe for reporting a criminal or delinquent act resulting in
property loss of an elderly person or disabled adult.

Amends § 960.196

e Increases timeframe to report certain human trafficking offenses to be eligible
for a victim relocation assistance award.

e Provides extension for good cause.





