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PREFACE

In yet another example of the debasement of our political and cultural con-
versation in the Republic, the word “crisis” is used rather promiscuously 
nowadays, which of course risks diluting its impact. But for the reasons 
discussed in chapter 1, it does not seem an exaggeration to assert that for 
many years now, beginning well before the Covid-19 pandemic, several 
of the professions in the United States, including the medical and legal 
professions, have been experiencing a crisis of well-being, distress, and 
dysfunction. And the same is true of our politics. In the case of the profes-
sions, the crisis is evident to members of the professions themselves and 
many others too, and in the case of our politics it must surely be evident 
to all who are paying even minimal attention. It is a basic contention of 
this book that the root of these crises, as well as the appropriate response 
to them, centers around our sense of meaning and purpose (or lack there-
of) — our sense of meaning and purpose as professionals and our sense 
of meaning and purpose as citizens. And although the book is intended 
primarily to respond to our predicament in the United States, much of the 
discussion is equally relevant for the inhabitants of many other, perhaps 
most, and perhaps even all, liberal democracies.

Both in diagnosing the root of these crises and in prescribing an effec-
tive response to them, the book draws centrally upon the critical thought 
of Alasdair MacIntyre, arguably the most famous or notorious (depending 
on your point of view) moral philosopher of our times. MacIntyre is well 
known for his account of practices and the virtues, and for his provocative 
critique of liberal democracy, its capitalist, large-scale free market econo-
my, and related hyper-individualism in the conditions of late Modernity. 
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xiv Preface

Indeed, MacIntyre’s work has inspired the creation of an international or-
ganization dedicated to the study and development of his thought and has 
generated a voluminous secondary literature. A central contention of the 
book, then, is that the crises in the professions and in politics can best be 
addressed by encouraging professionals and citizens to pursue a flourish-
ing life of meaning and purpose in communities of excellence and virtue 
in response to a calling. Because it is my own profession and the one, 
therefore, with which I am most familiar and whose well-being is of most 
immediate and direct concern to me, the book uses the legal profession 
as an illustrative case study. Moreover, the political vision animating the 
project is the ultimate transformation of the liberal democratic state into a 
“republic of virtue,” not through coercive means, but organically through 
example, invitation, and rational argument. And here too, I see a virtuous 
legal profession as having a special role to play. 

The book is intended to be of interest both to those already familiar 
and to those not yet familiar with MacIntyre’s corpus. Not only does it in-
tegrate relevant aspects of that corpus, including MacIntyre’s most recent 
work, into a clear, comprehensible, and original synthesis. It also signifi-
cantly expands and supplements MacIntyre’s theoretical approach, root-
ed in Thomistic Aristotelianism, and applies the result in novel, perhaps 
surprising ways. After elaborating the foundational theoretical framework 
and approach in chapters 2-6, the book addresses practical implications 
for the legal profession in chapter 7 and then practical implications for po-
litical conversation in chapter 8. The book concludes with a Postscript on 
the Covid-19 pandemic, because the pandemic starkly reveals the short-
comings of our current culture and politics and the need for an alternative 
approach such as the one the book advocates. 

Although written in more of a scholarly style rather than a popular 
one, the book is sufficiently accessible to be of interest to those segments 
of a lay audience with a taste for reading more scholarly works. Within 
academic and practice communities, the book is intended for at least three 
groups of readers: (a) moral philosophers, ethicists, and theologians, (b) 
political philosophers and political scientists, and (c) lawyers, judges, law 
professors, and law students, as well as members and aspiring members of 
other professions and occupations. In addition to the introductory chap-
ter 1, everyone should read chapters 2-6 to acquire a good understanding 
of the foundational theoretical framework and approach. Ideally, every-
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one should also read chapters 7 and 8 to acquire a more complete and 
well-rounded understanding of this framework and approach, and to see 
the practical implications for professional practice and political conver-
sation. However, some in the first group who are less interested in these 
practical implications may want to omit chapters 7 and 8, some in the 
second group who are less interested in professional practice may want to 
read chapter 8 but omit chapter 7 except for the final section, and some 
in the third group who are less interested in politics, may want to read 
chapter 7 but omit chapter 8. The book could be used in law school courses 
such as jurisprudence, professional responsibility, or the legal profession, 
in analogous courses in other professional schools, and in college and uni-
versity courses in philosophy, ethics, politics, or leadership. 

I submitted the final manuscript to Carolina Academic Press in early 
December 2020 and have not attempted to update the text to take account 
of developments which have occurred, or additional sources which have 
been published or come to my attention, since that time. As far as sub-
sequent developments are concerned, I am unaware of any that would 
significantly alter the judgments expressed in the book. Regarding sources, 
I became aware only recently of Michael Sandel’s latest book, on the com-
mon good, which was published in the fall of 2020. This is clearly relevant 
to the discussion of Sandel’s views on the common good and on justice 
in chapter 6, and readers are therefore urged to consult it too.1 Similarly, 
James Boyd White’s book Keep Law Alive, discussed in chapter 7, has gen-
erated at least one collection of excellent commentaries, published online 
shortly after submission, and these are also commended to the reader.2 
This said, there is one source in chapter 5 bearing a publication date of 
2021, but this is a source for which I had pre-publication access to the text. 

With respect to more technical matters, I have used what can best be 
termed a modified Bluebook style for footnote citations. For example, al-
though the footnotes in each chapter are a self-contained unit and sources 
are always fully cited the first time they appear in a chapter even when 
cited earlier in the book, for subsequent citations to the source in the same 

1. See Michael J. Sandel, The Tyranny of Merit: What’s Become of the Common 
Good? (2020)

2. See Book Symposium, Keep Law Alive, Law, Culture & Human (December 2020), 
https://journals.sagepub.com/page/lch/collections/book-symposium.
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chapter I have opted in favor of the signal “op. cit.” instead of an intermi-
nable number of “supra note ___.” I did this for stylistic reasons and, given 
the extensive (some might say excessive) footnoting, also to help make the 
writing and editing process less cumbersome and error prone as the text 
evolved. Although this does make it somewhat more difficult for the read-
er to locate the full citation, I seek the reader’s indulgence on this point. On 
the other hand, to help the reader navigate the discussion in the text, the 
footnotes do contain cross-references to relevant discussion found else-
where in a chapter or in other chapters. As a general matter, quotations in 
the main text and footnotes omit internal citations in the original. And as 
in this Preface, for stylistic reasons, in referring to chapters the text uses 
Arabic numerals but chapter numbers at the beginning of each chapter 
(and therefore also in the Table of Contents) are spelled out.

June 29, 2021 
Macon, Georgia
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