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xxix

SER IES  EDITOR’S  FOREWORD

The Carolina Academic Press Mastering Series is designed to provide you 
with a tool that will enable you to easily and efficiently “master” the substance 
and content of law school courses. Throughout the series, the focus is on qual-
ity writing that makes legal concepts understandable. As a result, the series is 
designed to be easy to read and is not unduly cluttered with footnotes or cites 
to secondary sources.

In order to facilitate student mastery of topics, the Mastering Series in-
cludes a number of pedagogical features designed to improve learning and re-
tention. At the beginning of each chapter, you will find a “Roadmap” that tells 
you about the chapter and provides you with a sense of the material that you 
will cover. A “Checkpoint” at the end of each chapter encourages you to stop 
and review the key concepts, reiterating what you have learned. Throughout 
the book, key terms are explained and emphasized. Finally, a “Master Check-
list” at the end of each book reinforces what you have learned and helps you 
identify any areas that need review or further study.

We hope that you will enjoy studying with, and learning from, the Master-
ing Series.

Russell L. Weaver
professor of law &  

distinguished university scholar
university of louisville,  

louis d. brandeis school of law
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PREFACE

It is not easy to capture all of criminal law in one relatively small book. 
With different state statutes, and also a federal system, it is difficult to include 
all of the nuances in the law. The Model Penal Code has exerted a substantial 
influence on the development of state statutes, despite it not being adopted in 
complete form by any jurisdiction. This book covers the major points that are 
discussed in many criminal law courses. It is intended to provide an overview 
of this important subject, as opposed to a resolution of a specific problem 
or case. The authors hope that this book will offer students an easier road in 
comprehending the subject area of criminal law.

Ellen S. Podgor thanks all of her students, with special thanks to those at 
Stetson University College of Law. She also thanks Dean Benjamin Barros, 
research assistants Joshua A. Bensel, Zachary Borello, Cameron Kubly, Rachel 
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gar, Director of Faculty Support Services. 

Cynthia E. Jones thanks past, present, and future students at the American 
University Washington College of Law.  She also thanks her wonderful and 
resourceful research assistant, Sindi Connell, for her invaluable contributions 
to this book.

Ellen S. Podgor
Cynthia E. Jones
November, 2024




