
crime victimization





crime 
victimization
A Comprehensive Overview

THIRD EDITION

Elizabeth Quinn Wright
Sara Brightman



Copyright © 2025
Carolina Academic Press, LLC
All Rights Reserved

library of congress cataloging-in-publication data
Names: Quinn, Elizabeth (Criminologist) author | Brightman, Sara 

(Writer on crime victimization) author  
Title: Crime victimization : a comprehensive overview / Elizabeth 

Quinn Wright, Sara Brightman.  
Description: Third edition. | Durham, North Carolina : Carolina 

Academic Press, LLC, [2025] | Previous edition: 2018. | Includes 
bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2025001612 | ISBN 9781531022945 paperback | 
ISBN 9781531022952 ebook  

Subjects: LCSH: Victims of crimes
Classification: LCC HV6250.25 .Q56 2025 | DDC 362.88--dc23/

eng/20250416
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025001612

Carolina Academic Press
700 Kent Street
Durham, North Carolina 27701
(919) 489-7486
www.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America



To my loved ones — thank you for your unending support and encouragement.
EQW

To my family and friends who have always supported me.
SWB

To the victims and survivors who inspire us and  
the professionals who work with crime victims — you are valued.

EQW & SWB





vii

Contents

Preface� xvii

Acknowledgments� xxi

About the Authors� xxiii

SECTION I History and Measurement of Victimization

ONE Background� 3
History of Crime Victimization� 3
Victim Participation in the Criminal Justice “Process”� 4

Professional Profile 1.1  Stephanie Frogge� 8
History of Victimology� 10
Identifying and Defining Victims of Crime� 12

Professional Profile 1.2  Anne Seymour� 15
Explaining Victimization� 20

Continuum of Victims’ Contribution to Crime� 21
Figure 1.1  Continuum of Victims’ Contribution to Crime� 22
In the News Box 1.1� 23

Summary and Conclusion� 26
Key Terms� 26
Discussion Questions� 27
Websites for Further Information� 27
References� 27

TWO Measurement of Victimization� 29
Sources of Data on Victims� 30

Figure 2.1  Rate Change for Part I Index Crimes, 2003–2022� 32
Overview of Victimization in the United States and Globally� 33

Homicide� 33
Professional Profile 2.1  John Dussich� 33

Trends in Homicide Rate across Time� 36
Table 2A  Changes in Homicide Rates for 2013–2022� 36
In the News  Box 2.1� 37

Homicide in a Global Context� 38
Sexual Violence� 39



viii contents

Intimate Partner Violence� 44
Gender-Based Violence in a Global Context� 45

In the News  Box 2.2� 47
Robbery� 48

Trends of Robbery across Time� 49
Robbery in a Global Context� 49

Aggravated Assault� 50
Trends of Aggravated Assault across Time� 50
Aggravated Assault in a Global Context� 51

Burglary� 52
Trends across Time for Burglary� 52
Burglary in a Global Context� 53

Larceny-Theft� 53
Trends across Time for Larceny-Theft� 54
Larceny-Theft in a Global Context� 54

Motor Vehicle Theft� 55
Trends across Time for Motor Vehicle Theft� 56
Motor Vehicle Theft in a Global Context� 56

Arson� 58
Summary and Conclusion� 59
Key Terms� 59
Discussion Questions� 59
Websites for Further Information� 59
References� 60

SECTION II Victimization: Consequences, Forms, and  
   Underrepresented Populations

THREE  Victims and Victimization: Definitions and an Overview� 65
Definition of Victim and Victimization� 65

Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Victimizations� 65
In the News  Box 3.1� 66
Figure 3.1  Harm Including Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Victims� 68

The Effects of Victimization� 69
Impact of Harm� 70

Physical Harm� 70
Financial Harm� 72

Figure 3.2  Tangible and Intangible Costs of Crime� 73
Table 3A  Tangible and Intangible Costs of Crime by Crime Type � 74

Psychological Harm� 75
Short- and Long-Term Effects of Victimization� 75

Common Short-Term Effects of Crime� 76
Common Long-Term Effects of Crime� 77
Property Crime Victims� 78



ixcontents

Social Harm� 78
What Do Victims Need to Recover?� 79

Feeling Safe� 80
Express Emotions� 81
Information� 82

Summary and Conclusion� 83
Key Terms� 83
Discussion Questions� 83
Websites for Further Information� 84
References� 84

FOUR Understanding Victimization Across the Crime Spectrum� 87
Violent Crime Victimizations versus Property Crime Victimizations� 87
Homicide� 87

Circumstances/Motives For Homicide� 88
Figure 4.1  Circumstances of Homicide� 89

Differential Risk For Homicide� 89
Did You Know . . . ?� 90

Rape, Sexual Assault, and Other Sex Offenses� 91
Circumstances/Motives for Sex Crimes� 91
Differential Risk for Rape/Sexual Assault� 92

Table 4A  Race and Hispanic Origin of Rape/Sexual Assault  
Victimizations, 2018–2022� 92

Compounding Factors for Children and Males� 93
Did You Know . . . ?� 95

Professional Profile 4.1  Rebecca Campbell� 97
Aggravated Assault� 99

Circumstances / Motives for Assault� 99
Differential Risk for Assault� 100
Did You Know . . . ?� 100

Robbery� 100
In the News  Box 4.1� 101

Circumstances / Motives for Robbery� 101
Differential Risk for Robbery� 102
Did You Know . . . ?� 103

Burglary� 103
Circumstances/Motives for Burglary� 104
Differential Risk for Burglary� 104
Did You Know . . . ?� 104

Motor Vehicle Theft� 105
Circumstances / Motives for Motor Vehicle Theft� 105
Differential Risk for Motor Vehicle Theft� 105
Did You Know . . . ?� 106

Larceny-Theft� 107



x contents

Circumstances / Motives for Larceny-Theft� 107
Differential Risk for Larceny-Theft� 108
Did You Know . . . ?� 108

“Victimless” Crimes� 108
Repeat Victimization� 109

Defining Repeat Victimization� 109
Prevalence Of Repeat Victimization� 110

Figure 4.2  Repeat Victimization Percentages by Country  
from ICVS 2000� 111

Time Order of Repeat Victimization� 111
Why Are Targets Repeatedly Victimized?� 112
Police Response to Repeat Victimization and Victims’ Expectations  

of and Satisfaction With Police� 113
Summary and Conclusion� 115
Key Terms� 115
Discussion Questions� 116
Websites for Further Information� 116
References� 116

FIVE �Vulnerable Populations and Interpersonal Violence: Children,  
Adolescents, Intimate Partners, the Elderly, and Animals� 123

Children as Victims� 124
Types Of Abuse� 124

In the News  Box 5.1� 126
Prevalence Of Child Abuse� 127

Figure 5.1 Child Maltreatment Case Processing (2022)� 128
Characteristics of Victims and Perpetrators� 129
Mandated Reporters� 129
Missing Children� 130

Table 5A  Comparison of NISMART-1 and NISMART-2 Incidents� 132
Professional Profile 5.1  Dr. Robert Jerin� 133

Adolescents as Victims of Personal and Property Crime� 134
Types of Crime� 134

Figure 5.2  Rate of Violent Victimization by Sex by Age, 2003–2022� 135
Who Do They Report to?� 135
Sibling-on-Sibling Violence� 136

Intimate Partners as Victims� 137
Types of Violence� 137
Characteristics of Victims and Offenders and Prevalence of IPV� 138
Battered Woman Syndrome� 139
IPV in LGBTQ Relationships� 139
The Question on Everyone’s Mind: “Why Don’t They Leave?”� 140
Cycle of Violence� 140
Power and Control Wheel� 141



xicontents

Figure 5.3  Power and Control Wheel� 143
In the News  Box 5.2� 144

Stalking� 144
Elders as Victims� 145

In the News  Box 5.3� 145
Types of Abuse� 145
Who Perpetrates Abuse?� 146

Animals as Victims� 146
Types of Harm� 147
Explanations for Harming Animals� 148
Investigation and Incidence of Harm to Animals� 148

Figure 5.4  Total Animal Abuse Cases 2000–2014 by Type of Abuse� 149
In the News  Box 5.4� 150

Characteristics of Offenses� 150
Characteristics of Complainants and Perpetrators� 151

Figure 5.5  Animal Abuse Cases with Documented Child  
or Elder Abuse� 151

The Link� 152
Summary and Conclusion� 152
Key Terms� 153
Discussion Questions� 153
Websites for Further Information� 153
References� 154

SIX White-Collar Crimes and Workplace Violence� 157
White-Collar Crime� 157

Governmental Crime� 158
Definitional Issues� 159
Victims Of White-Collar Crime� 160

In the News  Box 6.1� 161
Environmental Crime Victims� 161

Victims of the Criminal Justice System� 163
Victims of the Police� 164
Victims of the Courts� 167
Victims of Corrections� 168
Responses to Violence by the Criminal Justice System� 168

Workplace Violence� 169
What Is Workplace Violence?� 169
Typologies of Workplace Violence� 169
Prevalence of Workplace Violence� 170
Occupations Most at Risk of Workplace Violence� 171
Workplace Homicides� 171

In the News  Box 6.2� 171
Table 6A  Number and Percentage of Workplace Homicides, 1992–2022� 173



xii contents

Figure 6.1 Workplace Homicides with Firearms, BLS, CFOI  
2011–2015 Explored� 174

Table 6B  Circumstances for Firearm-Perpetrated Workplace  
Homicides, 2011–2015, Non-Robbery Motivated� 176

Additional Characteristics of Workplace Violence Incidents� 177
Causes of Workplace Violence� 177
Special Focus: Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted  

in the Line of Duty� 178
Law Enforcement Officers Feloniously Killed� 178

Table 6C  Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted  
(2013–2022)� 178

Table 6D  Most Common Circumstances Surrounding Homicides  
of Law Enforcement Officers by Raw Number (2013–2022)� 179

Law Enforcement Officers Accidentally Killed� 181
In the News  Box 6.3� 181
Table 6E  Circumstances Surrounding Accidental Killings of Law  

Enforcement Officers by Raw Number (2013–2022)� 183
Law Enforcement Officers Assaulted� 183

Table 6F  Circumstances Surrounding Assaults on Officers  
While on Duty by Percent� 184

Other Criminal Justice System Assaults and Homicides Due to  
Workplace Violence� 185

Addressing Workplace Violence� 185
In the News  Box 6.4� 186

Summary and Conclusion� 187
Key Terms� 187
Discussion Questions� 188
Websites for Further Information� 188
References� 188

SEVEN Hate Crimes and Cybercrime� 193
Hate Crimes� 193

History� 194
Data and Research� 195

Table 7A  Gender-Related Hate Crimes� 196
In the News  Box 7.1� 198

Motivation� 198
Criticisms� 199
Addressing Hate Crimes� 200
The Global Context� 200

Cybercrime� 201
What Is Cybercrime?� 201

Fraud� 202



xiiicontents

Figure 7.1  IC3, Complaints and Losses over the Last Five Years  
(2023 Annual Report)� 202

Figure 7.2  Last Three-year Complaint Count Comparison� 203
Table 7B  Cybercrime Fraud Complaints, 2023� 204
In the News  Box 7.1� 205

Identity Theft� 208
Cyberstalking� 208

Child Pornography on / via The Internet� 209
Who Is Involved in the Production, Distribution, and Viewing of  

Child Pornography?� 210
What Are the Effects of Child Pornography on the Victims?� 211

Summary� 212
Key Terms� 212
Discussion Questions� 213
Websites for Further Information� 213
References� 213

SECTION III Victims’ Rights

EIGHT An Overview of Victims’ Rights� 217
The Victims’ Rights Movement� 218

Social Movements� 218
Academia� 219
Media Attention� 220
Presidential and Political Influence� 220

Professional Profile 8.1  Judge Lois Haight Herrington� 222
Victims’ Bills of Rights� 226

Table 8A  State Enactments of Crime Victims’ Bills of Rights� 226
Victim Assistance Organizations and Victimology Societies� 228

In the News Box 8.1� 229
Professional Profile 8.2  Aurelia Sands Belle� 231

Summary and Conclusions� 236
Key Terms� 236
Discussion Questions� 237
Websites for Further Information� 237
References� 237

NINE Federal Victims’ Rights Legislation� 241
Evolution of Victims’ Rights and Assistance through Legislation� 241

Overview� 241
1960s: First Steps� 241
1970s: Gaining Momentum in Victim Activism� 241
1980s: Recognition and Growth� 242



xiv contents

1990s: Depth and Maturation� 245
2000s: Expanded Commitment to Victims’ Rights� 249

Professional Profile 9.1  John Gillis� 250
In the News  Box 9.1� 253

2010s: Discovering New and Previously Ignored Groups of Crime Victims� 255
In the News  Box 9.2� 258

2020s: The Future—What’s Next?� 259
Summary and Conclusions� 260
Key Terms� 260
Discussion Questions� 262
Websites for Further Information� 262
References� 262

SECTION IV Working with Victims and Next Steps

TEN Crime Victims and the Criminal Justice System� 267
Why Do They Report?� 268

Table 10A Victimization Reported to the Police by Percent  
(Rounded to the Nearest Whole Number)� 269

Figure 10.1  Percent of Violent Crimes Reported, 1993–2012,  
NCVS, NVAT� 270

Who Reports to the Police?� 270
Why Don’t They Report?� 271
Victims and the Police� 272

Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART)� 275
Family Justice Centers (“One-Stop Shops”)� 276

Victims and the Courts� 277
Professional Profile 10.1  Dr. Thomas Underwood� 280
In the News  Box 10.1� 282

Restorative Justice Initiatives� 282
In the News  Box 10.2� 283
Professional Profile 10.2  Duane Ruth Heffelbower� 286

Victims and Corrections� 289
In the News  Box 10.3� 290

Additional Modes of Repaying Victims� 292
Crime Victim Compensation� 292
Civil Court� 293

Professional Profile 10.3 Bettye Renee Carter� 294
Direct Victim Services within the Criminal Justice System� 296

Professional Profile 10.4  Tarra Collins� 297
Planting a Seed � 299

Summary and Conclusions� 299
Key Terms� 300



xvcontents

Discussion Questions� 300
Website for Further Information� 300
References� 301

ELEVEN �Working with Victims: Victim Advocacy Outside of  
the Criminal Justice System� 303

History of Victim Advocacy� 303
What Is a Victim Advocate?� 304

In the News  Box 11.1� 304
Figure 11.1  Victim Outreach Information Center (VOICe), Butler,  

Pennsylvania http://www.voiceforvictims.com/ourservices.html� 306
Information and Education� 306
Direct Advocacy� 306
Accompaniment and Companionship� 307
Emotional Support� 307

Professional Profile 11.1  Cindy Linquist Yadav� 308
Safety Assessment and Crisis Intervention� 310

Child and Older Adult Victims� 310
Child Advocacy Centers� 311
Guardian Ad Litem� 311
Exposure to Domestic Violence — Shelter Services� 311
Challenges for Elder Domestic Violence Victims� 311

Utilization of Victim Advocacy Services� 312
Impact of Family and Friends� 312
Overall Effectiveness of Victim Advocacy Services� 313

Information and Direct Advocacy� 313
Emotional Support� 313
Safety Assessment and Crisis Intervention� 314

Victims and Other Personnel� 314
Professional Profile 11.2  Kelly Anderson� 314

Medical Services� 317
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE)� 320

Professional Profile 11.3  Katherine Adkinson� 320
Psychological Services� 322
Religious Counseling� 323
Trauma-Informed Care For Crime Victims� 324

Challenges Faced by Victim Advocacy Agencies� 324
Victims and the Media� 325
National Crime Victim Service Providers Survey� 327

Figure 11.1  Victim Service Providers, by Location (2017)� 328
Figure 11. 2  Rate of Victim Service Providers per 100,000 Residents,  

by State (2017)� 328
Services for Crime Victims� 329



xvi contents

Differences in Service Provision Offerings� 329
Table 11A  Differences in Most Common Services Provided by  

the Various VSPs� 331
Summary and Conclusions� 332
Key Terms� 332
Discussion Questions� 332
Websites for Further Information� 333
References� 333

TWELVE Burgeoning Issues and the Future� 337
Working with Special and / or Underserved Populations of Victims� 337

Victims with Disabilities� 338
Table 12A  Rate of Victimization for People with Disabilities and  

People without Disabilities (2012)� 338
Rural Victims� 340

Geographical Dispersion and Isolation� 341
Informal Social Control Networks, Mistrust of Authority, and Stigma� 341
Lack of Knowledge About or Access to Programs That Do Exist� 342
Funding and Client Base� 342

Human Trafficking� 343
Immigrant Victims� 345

In the News  Box 12.1� 346
Crime Victims in Disasters� 347
Using Social Media to Assist Crime Victims� 348

Figure 12.1  Pleasant Prairie, WI, Facebook Notice� 349
Victims In Mass Casualties� 350

Working with Offenders with Victimization Histories� 351
Best Practices with Crime Victims—High-Need Focus� 351

Cultural Competency� 351
Gender-Specific Victim Services� 354

Future Considerations� 355
Remaining Gaps In Service To Victims� 355

Professional Profile 12.1  Dr. Laura Moriarty� 356
Movement in the Field� 358

Summary and Conclusions� 359
Key Terms� 359
Discussion Questions� 360
Websites for Further Information� 360
References� 360

Index� 365



xvii

Preface

Welcome to Crime Victimization: A Comprehensive Overview, 3rd edition! This book was 
created to provide students with a general background of victimology, an understanding of 
the amount and major types of criminal victimizations and who they affect, a solid intro-
duction to the Victims’ Rights Movement and victims’ rights legislation, and what victims 
need to recover from crime. This book also pays particular attention to the strengths and 
weaknesses that exist in the interactions between criminal justice and non-criminal justice 
personnel who provide assistance to crime victims in numerous capacities. Throughout this 
text, students will find profiles of victimologists, victim activists, and victim advocates. The 
authors are particularly proud of these Professional Profiles, as we believe they provide the 
reader with an idea about different opportunities for working with crime victims across a 
wide spectrum of vocations. Within each chapter we have placed profiles of individuals who 
have contributed to our understanding of crime victims in a way that is consistent with the 
chapter. Additionally, in almost every chapter we have included news snippets to illustrate 
important concepts and real-world issues related to the topic of the chapter. These news 
segments, titled “In the News,” provide students with a clear illustration of particular con-
cepts in the real world and help to identify challenges and progress evident in the treatment 
of crime victims.

This book is divided into four different sections with a total of 12 chapters overall. 
Section I, “History and Measurement of Victimization,” introduces readers to the defini-
tions of victim and victimization, covers the history of victimology, provides the history 
of addressing crime victimization and the inclusion and exclusion of crime victims over-
all, and finishes up with a discussion on the continuum of victims’ contribution to the 
crime event and a discussion of victim blaming. Chapter 2 focuses on how we measure 
victimization, both in the United States and abroad. It is important to view victimization 
from a global perspective to both identify prevention strategies that eliminate/decrease 
opportunities for crime but also to understand common patterns of victimization and 
cultural nuances surrounding what acts are deemed “crimes” and how important they are 
to different societies.

Section II, “Victimization — Consequences, Forms, and Underrepresented Popula-
tions,” is the largest section in this book and delves deep into understanding the effects of 
crime victimization while also providing a comparison for the student on the similarities 
and differences in victims’ responses to specific types of crimes. Chapter 3 focuses on 
identifying the spectrum of individuals who are affected by a crime and identifies the 
major categories of harm from which victims try to recover. The chapter discusses long- 
and short-term effects and opens up a dialogue about what it is that victims need to start 
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healing and moving on from the crime. Chapter 4 focuses attention on UCR Part I offens-
es specifically and identifies characteristics of “common” victims and “common” offend-
ers, as well as addressing “victimless” crimes and repeat victimization. Chapter 5 shines 
a spotlight on vulnerable populations and interpersonal violence, as these are the areas in 
which we see the majority of victim services being implemented. This chapter helps us to 
see the impact of crime that is perpetrated by those within our closest circles — our fam-
ilies and partnerships. Chapter 6 provides a focus on two types of crime that have been 
receiving greater attention in the last decade — white-collar crime and workplace vio-
lence — and Chapter 7 provides readers with two additional areas receiving more atten-
tion as of late — hate crimes and cybercrimes. Students typically read about victimization 
as a result of street-level crime, but less often do we see a discussion of cybercrime and 
white-collar crime victims. Because students of criminal justice, sociology, psychology, 
social work, and other fields will likely engage with crime victims at some point in their 
careers, it is important to identify all different types of crime victims so we can begin to 
examine nuances to appropriately aid these individuals.

Section III, “Victims’ Rights,” provides an in-depth review of the history of the Vic-
tims’ Rights Movement starting with a discussion in Chapter 8 of important legislation 
that has come from the efforts of victim activists, victimologists, and victim advocates. 
Chapter 9 provides students with a description of some of the most important pieces of 
victims’ rights legislation that have been implemented in the United States and traces 
victimology history through the decades, identifying important events and organization-
al creations across time.

Section IV, “Working with Victims and Next Steps,” introduces the reader to how vic-
tims are treated by the various professions that provide services to them after the crime 
has occurred. In Chapter 10, the focus is on the interaction between criminal justice 
personnel and victims — identifying the strengths and challenges within these relation-
ships. In Chapter 11 the text focuses on individuals who work with crime victims in a 
victim advocacy-type capacity and in other areas that victims commonly seek assistance, 
including medical services, psychological/counseling services, and faith-based assistance. 
This chapter also addresses common challenges to assisting crime victims faced by victim 
advocates and discusses both the positive and negative aspects the media brings to crime 
incidents and their treatment of crime victims. The final chapter, Chapter 12, highlights 
burgeoning issues for victim advocates and victimologists identified by the Office for 
Victims of Crime and the National Center for Victims of Crime. Challenges experienced 
by special groups of victims, such as victims with disabilities, rural victims, human traf-
ficking victims and immigrant victims (legal and illegal), and victims of mass casualty 
incidents are discussed, as is the focus on cultural competency for victim advocates. New 
developments in victim services are highlighted to keep the student abreast of progress 
in the field, including restorative justice initiatives and the importance of collaborative 
efforts in victim response, such as Sexual Assault Response Teams and Family Justice 
Centers. The chapter ends with an introduction of hot topics, such as victimization during 
disasters and the use of social media to prevent crime and reach out to the public, and a 
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discussion of future considerations such as remaining gaps in service to victims and 
glimpses into areas upon which victim advocacy and victimology fields are focusing.

The authors are particularly proud of presenting you the third edition of Crime Victim-
ization. In this new version, students will find updated crime victimization statistics 
throughout this textbook (to reflect the most recent year available to us — 2023–24 when 
available) and added information on areas not previously addressed, such as sibling on 
sibling violence, the It’s On Us movement, crime against transgender individuals, and 
victimization by the criminal justice system. This book would have been incomplete 
without addressing the additional strain that was created during the 2020 pandemic, so 
students will be able to see that information throughout the textbook. Additionally, we’ve 
highlighted the topic of mass casualties of violent crime and the efforts of the National 
Center for Victims of Crime to provide financial assistance to the victims of those crimes 
and their families. Finally, a groundbreaking research effort was undertaken to examine 
the work of victim service providers — that information is examined in this text as well 
and helps us to truly understand how best to serve crime victims.

The overall goal of this book is to provide a history of victimology, victimization, and 
victims’ rights, while also highlighting the needs of victims and illustrating what those 
who work with crime victims in any capacity can do to positively impact the lives of those 
victims with whom they come into contact.





xxi

Acknowledgments

The authors would like to thank Carolina Academic Press, specifically Beth Hall, who 
believed in this project from the start and supported our vision for a textbook on crime 
victimization wholeheartedly. Photographer Kaitlyn Barlow supplied the cover photogra-
phy for the first and second editions of this text, and Faith Grim, Criminal Justice graduate 
from Middle Tennessee State University, supplied the cover photograph for the current 
edition. Both photographers have done an amazing job of capturing the tone of the book 
and the need to acknowledge all types of crime victimization so survivors receive the 
support they deserve to recover. In the first two editions the candle flames were “live,” but 
in the third edition, flameless candles were chosen to represent the significant shifts that 
occurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the variety of social movements that 
occurred that required or forced us to distance ourselves from each other. The idea of 
lighting every candle from a single primary candle changed because we’ve been forced to 
distance ourselves from each other, but the light of understanding and the desire to help 
victims/survivors in their recovery remains. Additionally, we would like to acknowledge 
Jennifer Hill and Steve Oliva for creating a book cover that exceeded our expectations and 
truly brought forward the vision we were hoping to capture. Thank you to Ryland Bowman 
and Steve Oliva for having so much patience with us as we brought this edition to life. 
Truly — there isn’t a word for the amount of patience and grace you provided to get us 
across the finish line.

We would like to thank our family and friends for providing us with the support need-
ed to continue our efforts to add to the conversation on victimology.

We remain in awe of the victimologists, criminal justice practitioners, victim advo-
cates, and other victim-serving professionals who are out in the world trying to make 
life better for crime victims. A special thank you must go out to Anne Seymour, a wom-
an whose impact on the field of victim advocacy is immeasurable. Her support and 
guidance on the first edition of this text meant the world to us and we are so grateful she 
was willing to provide us with her profile so students across the nation can learn of her 
great works.

We would also like to recognize the trials and tribulations faced by victims of crime in 
general, and pay our respects to the people working on the front lines to help victims find 
justice and heal from the acts perpetrated against them. We hope this text will guide fu-
ture victimologists, criminal justice agents, victim advocates, and all others who work 
with victims in any capacity to constantly strive to serve crime victims to the best of their 
abilities and to know that their efforts are noticed and appreciated.





xxiii

About the Authors

professor elizabeth quinn wright received bachelor’s degrees in psychology 
and social welfare from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She earned an MA in 2000 
and a PhD in 2004 from Sam Houston State University and began her academic career at 
Fayetteville State University (FSU), which allowed her to pursue her interest in victimology 
through research, service, and teaching in immeasurable ways. After eleven years in FSU’s 
Department of Criminal Justice she shifted gears and became a faculty member in the 
Department of Criminal Justice Administration at Middle Tennessee State University 
(MTSU). At both FSU and MTSU she created victimology courses at both the undergrad-
uate and graduate levels and is especially proud that as of the date of this writing (April 
2024) four of her victimology students are now employed as Victim Witness Coordinators 
in District Attorney’s Offices across the state of Tennessee. Her interests include victimolo-
gy and victim’s studies, police-community relations and the problem-oriented police offi-
cer, and stress management, with a particular emphasis on helping students to develop their 
self-care and wellness practices before they enter the workforce so the impact of “the job” 
is more manageable and their work, and wellness, are supported. Professor Wright has 
worked as a corrections liaison with incarcerated boys and girls. Additionally, she worked 
for a number of years as a rape crisis hotline counselor and support group facilitator and 
continued her victim advocacy work through the Rape Crisis Volunteers of Cumberland 
County organization from 2007–2011. In addition to responding to crisis line calls and as 
an emergency room companion, she served as a member of the board of directors for four 
years, including appointments as board treasurer and board secretary for three of those 
years, was a primary grant writer for the organization, and assisted with training and fund-
raising efforts. In her new state of Tennessee, she has been honored to work with two excel-
lent victim service agencies in the middle Tennessee region and currently serves as Board 
Chair for an organization working with justice-involved women.

Professor Wright has worked on projects exploring fear of crime and citizen satisfac-
tion with police for the Fayetteville Police Department, exploring availability and utiliza-
tion of victim services for domestic violence victims in four counties within North Car-
olina, evaluating a self-defense program for victims of sexual assault, and assessing 
teaching at the undergraduate level in criminal justice. She has been published in Women 
& Criminal Justice, Applied Psychology in Criminal Justice, Contemporary Justice Review, 
ACJS Assessment Forum, and Crime Prevention and Community Safety and has written 
seven book chapters exploring different victimological and victims’ rights issues, includ-
ing a problem-oriented policing approach to repeat victimization, and a technical report 
on the victimization experience presented to the Texas State Legislature.



xxiv about the authors

professor sara brightman is an Associate Professor in the Department of Crim-
inal Justice at Fayetteville State University. She earned an undergraduate degree in sociolo-
gy and women’s studies from Central Michigan University and earned her master’s degree 
and PhD in sociology from Western Michigan University. Dr. Brightman’s dissertation 
addressed the systematic nature of sexual violence against women committed by United 
States actors, focusing on the military, police, corrections officers, and border control 
agents. Dr. Brightman’s areas of interest include state and corporate crime victims, victimol-
ogy, Queer victimology/criminology and criminological theory. She teaches victimology 
(at the undergraduate and graduate levels), comparative criminal justice, and race, class, 
and gender in criminal justice. Other areas of interest include international law, human 
rights, women’s rights, and social movements.

Dr. Brightman has conducted research on state crimes by police and military in Nige-
ria, state crimes by police and the judicial system in Pakistan, as well as eugenics and state 
crime restorative justice in North Carolina. Her recent publications have focused on 
transgender victims of violence and Queer victimology through the formulation and 
application of the Trifecta of Violence to homicides against transgender individuals. Dr. 
Brightman’s publications can be found in the British Journal of Criminology, Contempo-
rary Justice Review, Critical Criminology, the Journal of Theoretical & Philosophical Crim-
inology, and Homicide Studies.


