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Preface and Acknowledgments

This is a book for Connecticut students and lawyers; it is intended for law 
students, paralegals, and practitioners who need to research Connecticut 
resources, and anyone else seeking an understanding of Connecticut legal 
authorities.

In creating this text, we aimed to develop a practical resource to explain 
sources of Connecticut law and the process of researching legal issues in 
Connecticut, supplemented with information regarding legal research in the 
federal system. We included tables to illustrate search strategies and compli-
cated conceptual issues in order to help the reader visualize and better 
understand the material. We also included a chapter on legal writing to dem-
onstrate the intersection between the process of research and writing. Finally, 
throughout our explanations of research strategies, we emphasized cost-
effective research approaches so that a researcher can conserve time and cli-
ent resources.

We express our deep gratitude to Marla Katz, research assistant and edi-
tor-in-chief of the Connecticut Law Review. Drawing on her expertise as a 
former writing consultant and graduate assistant of the St. John’s University 
Writing Center and her perspective as a law student, Marla greatly improved 
the text. She contributed artistic talent to develop the text’s tables and used 
her experience as a student law review editor to perfect the chapter on cita-
tions. Alexandra Bostick provided substantial assistance with editing and 
creating tables. We are also grateful for the support of UConn Law School, 
specifically Dean Eboni Nelson, Associate Dean for Faculty Development 
and Intellectual Life Richard Wilson, and Director of the Law Library Jessica 
de Perio Wittman, who supported our work. Additionally, Tenielle Fordyce-
Ruff, the series editor, provided valuable advice and edits, and provided us 
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with the tremendous opportunity to work on a new edition of Connecticut 
Legal Research. Special thanks to Suzanne Rowe for her vision and leadership 
in creating this state-specific research series.

Lastly, we acknowledge and thank our UConn Law School students who 
have, over many years of shared office and classroom conversations, sharp-
ened our explanations and teaching through their questions and puzzled 
expressions. They taught us which topics warranted careful and deep expla-
nations. Our students’ interests and needs drove the content of this edition, 
and we hope that readers find this book especially useful as a result.

Finally, writing this text in 2021, during the COVID pandemic and associ-
ated remote teaching and learning, we carefully considered how legal prac-
tice and legal research will evolve in the near future. We strove to create a text 
that would work equally well for in-person research and remote research, and 
we hope that this edition will therefore stand the test of time.

Anne Rajotte and Jessica Rubin



Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press includes 
an increasing number of titles from states around the country. The goal of 
each book is to provide law students, practitioners, paralegals, college stu-
dents, and laypeople with the essential elements of legal research in each 
state. Unlike more bibliographic texts, the Legal Research Series books seek 
to explain concisely both the sources of state law research and the process for 
conducting legal research effectively. 
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