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Preface

Robin Maria Valeri

According to the FBI (n.d.), “A hate crime is a traditional offense like 
murder, arson, or vandalism with an added element of bias.” The bias of 
the perpetrator stems from prejudice, animosity, or hatred toward the 
victim because of some immutable characteristic such as the victim’s 
race, ethnicity, national origin, religious affiliation, sexual orientation, 
gender, gender identity, or disability.

In order to effectively combat hate crimes, an understanding of the 
motivations, beliefs, and goals of the individuals and groups who com-
mit these crimes is needed. Additionally, an understanding of current 
hate crime laws, the issues surrounding the investigation and prosecu-
tion of hate crimes, and the impact on victims from both the crimes 
themselves and the ensuing legal process is necessary for preventing and 
combatting hate crimes as well as helping the victims recover. The cur-
rent book attempts to address these issues. To help the reader better 
understand why people hate, the need for hate crime laws, the harm 
caused by hate crimes, and the impact they have on their victims, each 
chapter opens with one or more examples of relevant hate crimes.

In Part 1 of the book the rationale for hate crime laws is examined. To 
begin this discussion, in Chapter 1, “Why Do We Hate?” Valeri discusses 
the interpersonal and intergroup dynamics that fuel dislike, hatred, and 
prejudice and lead to discriminatory actions and aggression, including 
hate crimes. In Chapter 2, Levin and McDevitt present their typology for 
hate crimes and discuss the different factors which drive the various 
types of hate crimes. In Chapter 3, “Hate Crime Laws,” Lieberman de-
tails existing federal hate crime laws and discusses the rationale and ne-
cessity for these laws. Lieberman also provides a look at hate crime laws 
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specific to colleges and universities. Lieberman concludes the chapter by 
examining cyberhate and evolving cyberhate laws.

In Part 2, each of the major types of hate crimes, their perpetrators, 
and the beliefs that engender their crimes are examined. New to this 
edition is a chapter on hate crimes targeting the disabled. In Chapter 4, 
Bones and Nichols discuss racially motivated hate crimes and explore 
how perceived economic, political, and status threats motivate racially 
biased hate crimes. In Chapter 5, Jackson discusses religiously motivated 
hate crimes with a focus on Christian Identity and the role it plays in 
religiously motivated hate crimes. In Chapter 6, Rodgers discusses hate 
crimes that target the LGBTIQA+ community, and discusses the history 
of these hate crimes and the motivations behind them. In Chapter 7, 
Anastasio discusses gendered hate, modern misogyny, the manosphere 
as a breeding ground for hate, and honor killings. In Chapter 8, Bones, 
Graham, and currie examine hate crimes against the disabled and dis-
cuss ableist systems of oppression, ranging from microaggressions to 
harassment and intimidation. Bones and colleagues also examine the 
current state of eugenics and the targeting of the disabled. In Chapter 9, 
Borgeson and Bacigalupo examine the prevalence of hate groups, dis-
cuss why people join hate groups, explore the similarities and differences 
between online versus face-to-face hate group members, and examine 
why hate groups members commit hate crimes.

In Part 3, two settings in which hate incidents and hate crimes occur, 
schools and the internet, because of their uniqueness, are examined in 
detail. In Chapter 10, Valeri discuss the academic environment and the 
challenges it poses for both understanding the motivations for hate and 
for preventing hate, hate incidents, and hate crimes. To do this Valeri 
presents instances of hate crimes that have occurred in schools and uni-
versities, explores how children learn to hate, and discusses strategies for 
preventing hate crimes at schools and universities. In Chapter 11, 
“Crossing the Divide,” Valeri and Kellogg explore the unique role cyber-
space plays in creating a global community of hate, present examples of 
people who have been victimized through cyberhate, and discuss when, 
why, and with whom cyberhate messages are effective. New to this chap-
ter is a discussion of the role gaming, gaming adjacent platforms, and 
gamification play in spreading hate and encouraging the perpetration of 
hate crimes.
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In Part 4, the impact of hate crimes on their victims and means of 
mitigating hate crimes are discussed. In Chapter 12, Robinson examines 
the impact of hate crimes on their victims, and how the consequences 
from their victimization are both similar to and different from those of 
victims of non-hate crimes. Robinson also explains why the suffering of 
victims goes beyond the targeted individual to affect entire communi-
ties. In Chapter 13, Valeri discusses the future of hate crimes and possi-
ble avenues for combatting hate.
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