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Series Editor’s Foreword

The Carolina Academic Press African World Series, inaugurated in 2010,
offers significant new works in the field of african and Black world studies.
The series provides scholarly and educational texts that can serve both as ref-
erence works and as readers in college classes.

studies in the series are anchored in the existing humanistic and the social
scientific traditions. Their goal, however, is the identification and elaboration
of the strategic place of africa and its diaspora in a shifting global world. more
specifically, the studies will address gaps and larger needs in the developing
scholarship on africa and the Black world.

The series intends to fill gaps in areas such as african politics, history,
law, religion, culture, sociology, literature, philosophy, visual arts, art
history, geography, language, health, and social welfare. Given the complex
nature of africa and its diaspora, and the constantly shifting perspectives
prompted by globalization, the series also meets a vital need for scholarship
connecting knowledge with events and practices. reflecting the fact that life
in africa continues to change, especially in the political arena, the series ex-
plores issues emanating from racial and ethnic identities, particularly those
connected with the ongoing mobilization of ethnic minorities for inclusion
and representation.

Toyin falola 
University of Texas at austin
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Foreword

as the final outcome of the 2023 presidential election remains contested in
nigeria, the whole world is watching with bated breath as the political leaders
in the country have not covered themselves in glory in terms of the way, and
manner in which they have governed, or not governed since the return to
civilian order in 1999. it has led many to start questioning the essence of
democracy and the federal system of governance in operation in the country.
The 1999 constitution of the federal republic of nigeria, chapter ii, section 2
(b) and (c) state: “The fundamental objectives and directive principles of state
policy is that the security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose
of government; and the participation by the people in their government shall
be ensured in accordance with the provisions of this constitution”. This, in
fact, is a universal principle, which forms the basis of the “social contract”
between citizens and their governments in every democratic nation. By any
yardstick, the political elites in nigeria have failed to live up to any aspect of
the fundamental objectives in the constitution. That much is clear. what is less
clear, however, is why. probing into why successive nigerian governments have
failed in their obligations under the constitution, not just since 1999, but
generally since independence in 1960, is very much like sifting through a huge
pile of shredded corn husk in search of a needle.

some attribute the failure to the constitution itself, especially the 1999
constitution, which has never been affirmed by the people. it was a hotchpotch
of ideas, hurriedly packaged and enacted by the departing military government
and falsely stated as emanating from the people. others see the incompetence
and a lack of commitment by political leaders to nation-building. philosophers,
economists, political scientists, sociologists, lawyers, and several others in the
field of social science and humanities have developed theories and assumptions
purporting to give us an insight into the nigerian ‘problem’. every angle, every
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xvi                                                              foreword

account seems to have succeeded only in expanding the parameters of the
‘problem’, rather than narrowing it. it is therefore refreshing to see a book that
is not designed to offer yet another pathway based on a set of theoretical
assumptions, but one that is anchored on a panoramic view of the country as
it is. it is a ‘live’ commentary on events as they happen, leaving the reader to
draw his own conclusions. The ten chapters in the book feature ‘events’
covering every aspect of nigeria’s public life: economics, politics, law, capital
markets, media, military, etc. They are designed to inform, elucidate, and
educate the masses. They are also grounded in scholarship for the more
inquiring mind. every chapter is backed up by empirical evidence, scrupulously
avoiding any hint of sweeping generalisations.

The choice of the title of the book, “political economy of development”,
also gives the impression that it, too, is starting from a set of theoretical
assumptions, but this is palpably not so. The author’s choice of the title
encapsulates the chequered journey of nigeria towards development through
aspects of its politics and economics. in his incisive commentaries on nigeria
that he presents here for his readers, professor Tayo oke succinctly deploys
his in-depth knowledge and experience of living and working in some twenty
countries-in-transition around the world. This experience spans over two
decades as a consultant and field staff for notable international organisations
such as the United nations, the european Union, international organisation
for migration, amongst others. Having been involved in post-conflict nation-
building-related tasks in various locations across the globe, his methodological
approach for this book can best be described as one of participant-observer.
rich in its breadth of analysis, unequivocal in its assertions, and evocative in
its projections, each chapter in the book can best be described as a treasure
trove of seminal pieces of writing that convey the socio-cultural jigsaw that
nigeria and its political economy constitute. This work is a masterful collection
of writing by a committed scholar, journalist, and social science practitioner,
whose experience in the global arena as a field worker, and detail-oriented
lawyer, puts him a cut above the rest.

aare afe Babalola, Bsc, llB, lld (london), 
senior advocate of nigeria

founder/chancellor, afe Babalola University, 
ado-ekiti, nigeria

march 1st 2023
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Introduction

This is a compilation of essays on a swathe of subjects: economics, politics,
law, finance, education, media, military, and international relations, focusing
on public policy in an emerging economy, in a key african state. put together
in one neat volume, they are as original as they are full of depth and breadth.
The methodological approach to this collection was innovative in its design. it
was based on a careful dissection of crucial aspects of public policy in their raw
elements, and placed in the context of their conceptual and empirical
groundings. it is bearing witness to a marriage between theory and practice.
This is then used to critique policy choices, and proffer alternative options to
fill the lacunae where necessary. The eclectic mix of theories deployed for analysis
stands it out from the conventional approach seen in standard textbooks. no
book on the market would have engaged with the effect of monetarism and
supply-side economics versus public ownership and dependency logic; theories
of democracy and pluralism versus militarism and dictatorship; distributive
justice versus social justice and ‘free and fair’ election as a concept, as against
‘substantial compliance’ with legal requirements as the end results.

The intersection between theoretical assumptions and public policy is the
mechanic’s workshop for this book. The essays have been written to appeal to
a wide audience across different socio-economic strata, but also carefully
manicured by data to raise their essence beyond a passing interest in the subject
matter, to one the reader will generally find arresting, and certainly
illuminating. rather than producing a single-subject standard text in a typically
isolated fashion, the approach to this volume is deliberately multidisciplinary
as it is multifaceted.

perhaps what marks out this book the most from the others in the discipline
is that it does not set out in the usual manner of providing ‘the grand narrative’
to a known ‘problem’. rather, it is a chronicle of events in real time. it unravels
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xviii                                                       inTrodUcTion

1. see; a. alao. “africa: a voice to be heard, not a problem to be solved”.  an inaugural
lecture at King’s college, University of london, 2016. Given the divergence of africa’s re-
gional aspirations from cape to cairo, it should be emphasised that the ‘voice’ is not mono-
syllabic, it is multidimensional in essence.

2. pUncH is the widest circulating newspaper in nigeria, and by extension, west africa.

a series of narratives for their effectiveness, and relevance to public policy
alternatives in a major regional economy; it is a running commentary whose
goal it is to deconstruct and reconstruct the differing narratives based on the
evidence. it is primarily aimed at a general readership, some of whom will have
no pre-conceived notion of the subject-matter, while others will already be
well-informed on it. others, still, will be specialists and experts in the field
being provided with a new angle, and a new lens to wade through a familiar
territory. in other words, the book is a ‘one stop shop’ for the less sophisticated
as well as the highly sophisticated readership. in partnership with the publisher,
and based on a sustained public interest, it should be updated as, and when
subsequent events justify.

africa, says alao,1 is a voice to be heard, not a problem to be solved. my
approach to this book aligns with that thought. it categorically rejects the usual
pathological approach to the study of nigeria as a disease to be dissected,
followed by swallowing the latest dose of remedial (if ineffectual) pills. all the
known theories and ideas on the political economy of development in respect
of nigeria are tested in this work against actual policy output, then, subjected
to public debate in a dedicated newspaper column in the pUncH,2 over a
period of ten years. The outcome of that exercise is what is contained in this
book. while efforts were made to preserve the original texts of the essays in
this book as they first appeared in print, there have been minor editorial tweaks
here and there for quality control, and the need to substantiate bold assertions
with data. it stands to reason, therefore, that the essays have already been ‘road
tested’, judging by the column’s growing readership; domestic as well as
international and by the numerous correspondence from ordinary readers, to
top level individuals and various institutions, many of whom have, at one time
or another, become the object of debate over the period covered in the book.
requests have, at various times, been received from interested parties to have
aspects of the essays translated into chinese, french, spanish and other
languages for additional world-wide readership. although pUncH provides
the vehicle for publication of the essays, they are, almost invariably, gratuitously
copied and pasted on rival media platforms as well as other institutions’
platforms often within hours of release. This is surely an indication of the
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                                                              inTrodUcTion                                                         xix

strong interest in them by various audiences; it is also a compelling case for
having them in a book form to satisfy demand.

The essays have been written for public consumption for the past ten years.
They number in their hundreds, although, only the last six years have been
taken into account for this collection. many have appeared and reappeared in
unauthorised platforms, including private blogs in nigeria and beyond. it has
not been easy to reproduce and rewrite them in one volume of work of this
nature. The essays cover mainly the last six years as a result of the need to make
them contemporary and relevant to current discourse. There is no other book
of the same genre on the market anywhere in nigeria, or indeed, anywhere
else, in the world.

The author has received numerous requests from top-level government
functionaries, and captains of industry for the links to specific topics covered
on the column at different times. sadly, there is no ready-made audit of the
four hundred or so essays published across a decade. producing them in double
volumes is probably what should have been done, but this one volume offers
the best start. nigeria, like many countries in africa, does not have a well-
established and practicable intellectual property protection law. copyright is
still a strange concept to many people engaged in lifting other people’s work
with reckless abandon. producing a book of this nature is a good way of
countering this endemic problem as it makes author identification easier, and
more compelling.

after reading through many of the essays, repeatedly in some cases, a
decision was made to group them under ten headings. The combined headings
provide a good snapshot to the political economy of a key african state at a
particular moment in time. They are “reflections” written from the vantage
point of an academic with a trained eye on the specifics. in many ways, the
book is a chronicle of events as they happened, how they ought to have
happened, and how they may happen in the foreseeable future. The arguments
presented are rich enough in their complexity to appeal to professionals in the
field, yet, devoid of jargon enough to appeal to the curious mind, and the self-
motivated in public policy. many students of economics, political science,
journalism, sociology, and accounting, have had cause to email the author,
thanking him for simplifying a previously complex issue for them. one such
correspondence came from an undergraduate accounting student who, having
read a column on bonds and capital markets, wrote to express his relief that
the issue had provided such a headache for him and his colleagues the whole
year long, but they had finally been put out of their mystery by the write up.

similarly, a postgraduate student in Ukraine once got in touch to clarify the
treatment of ‘hedge funds’ and the global financial crisis. a lot more
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correspondence have also come in from university professors on the crisis of
education and other hot-button issues of the day. civil servants, legislators
and many others have also had cause to engage with the column. one
particular avid reader, an american expatriate living in lagos, was so livid
about the column’s characterisation of america under president donald
Trump, that he got in touch, first with a five-page rebuttal of the column’s
stance on Trump, then, swiftly entered into a bet of one hundred dollars that
he (Trump) would be re-elected, with the breakdown of the states he would
carry, and the ones he would lose, and the final tally from the electoral college.

since the column had made an impassioned analysis of why and how Trump
would lose the election, the author was happy to double the bet to two hundred
dollars. The expatriate hurriedly insisted on exchanging bank details in advance
of the election of november 2020, because he was convinced that Trump’s
victory at the polls was a “slam dunk”, and had expected his account to be
credited immediately after the expected victory. Trump, of course, lost the
election by a wide margin. not to rub salt in his wound, the author politely
declined the promised payment but advised him to re-examine his near
fanatical belief in Trump going forward. To his credit, he declined, and would
have none of that mollycoddling sentiment from him. He insisted on paying
up, like the proud american that he was, and kept badgering the author until
he reluctantly accepted, but, only if he would agree to meet him in person at
a coffee shop for that purpose. He did, and he let go of his hard-earned, clean
two hundred dollar bills with a broad grin on his face, a hand shake, and a
bear hug.

others from within nigeria, from time to time, have also found reasons to
send in copious notes on the column’s “brilliant” or “fussy” facts and figures
on the financial market or the economy and politics, amongst others. when
analyses of the political economy of a country become a subject of everyday
conversation, then the column and this book in particular could be said to
have achieved their objective. The essence of publishing a book of this nature
is to acquire readership and also to tap into their consciousness. it has not
been plain sailing selecting the essays to include, and the ones to cut out. There
were enough materials to create four volumes of this book in one go, but that
would be stretching the reader’s loyalty too far. The chapters have been
carefully arranged to accommodate the titles under each heading. That too,
was not always as exact as was intended. efforts have been made to cut out the
professional critique and profile of individuals in the public eye to avoid
distraction from the central themes of the book. where the office of an
individual is attached to their person, for instance, the attorney General of
the federation making changes to provisions of the law, it becomes inevitable
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that the minister is mentioned by name, by dint of his office, and his peculiar
role as both the attorney General and minister of Justice.

The book consists of ten chapters, made up of ten areas of public policy,
giving the reader a panoramic view of the subject-matter. each chapter should,
ideally, contain a similar number of essays, but there is an inevitable variation
based on the issues, and the regularity in which they occurred during the period
covered. for instance, the chapters on the economy contain the highest number
of essays because the subject has been a dominant issue of governance in
nigeria as elsewhere, in the past three decades. The chapters on finance/capital
markets, and politics are not too far behind. The others contain a minimum
of five essays per chapter. The essays are approximately one thousand words
in length each. The aim is to keep the overall length of the book within the
agreed limit. The essays have been carefully selected from a bank of four
hundred, all of which are pertinent to the book’s mission of educating,
illuminating, challenging old, as well as new assumptions for the reader. it was
a wrench deciding which to include, and which to leave out. consequently,
except for the first essay on capital markets in chapter Two (2013), all of them
date from 2015 to 2021, the period covering the administration of president
muhammadu Buhari. The essays that made the final list for inclusion in the
book are the ones that best exemplify the chapter and period in which they
appear. moreover, priority was given to particular essays that shed new light
on contentious theories in the debate on the relevant subject. as stated earlier,
this book does not set out to drive home a particular theoretical assumption
about the country under study. it does not set out to propagate a particular
‘solution’ to the ‘problem with nigeria’, or proffer definitive analytical remedies
to previously intractable problems. in short, as stated earlier, the chapters in
the book do not contain a ‘grand narrative’ to sell to the reader in the usual
manner of books on the market. instead, the chapters are an encounter with
public policy in real time. conventional assumptions and old theories are tested
against the reality of policy as it happens, where necessary. in other areas, a
direct critique of policy is provided in a historical context. This either reinforces
an established understanding or throws light on a new angle in the debate.

finally, the book should appeal to a broad spectrum of professionals:
cabinet ministers and their advisers, policy analysts, civil servants, media
analysts, journalists, scholars, students and captains of industry. it should also
appeal to professionals and individuals outside nigeria seeking a
comprehensive overview of the socio-political-economy of the country that is
both technical and academic in substance, in one neat package. in addition,
the book serves as a pointer to various angles for those keen on conducting
research on nigeria, as many topics covered in the chapters have the potential
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for expansion into journal articles singly or collectively, or even into a separate
book or books. The author has been subjected to relentless prodding and
goading by colleagues, friends and family for several years to undertake this
rolling project. The task has now been accomplished. over to you, the reader,
to come along and enjoy.
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Chapter Synopsis

Chapter One
chapter one examines different aspects of economic policy, starting with

the government’s application of a washington-inspired “supply-side
economics” and monetarism in an emerging economy with a chronic problem
of high interest rates. on this basis, a recession is never too far behind.
attracting foreign direct investment (fdi) has become an article of faith for
successive governments in nigeria from the early 1990s. This is a major shift
from the excessive bank borrowings of the 1970s and 1980s, which led to a pile
of unpaid (and unpayable) loans. The shift in focus to fdi is therefore
understandable. what is often lost in the discussion, however, is the fact that
while a direct bank loan gives the borrower the latitude to spend the money
as he pleases, usually based on the development priorities of his government,
fdi does not allow for such luxury. The development aspiration of the host
government is only incidental to the foreign investor’s principal objective of
maximising profit. consequently, the foreign investment is willy-nilly
channelled to the sectors that promise the maximum return at a minimal cost,
and in the fastest time. Borrowing from banks is a good idea if the money so
acquired was properly invested in the country’s economy, but more often than
not, the loans were frittered away on white elephant projects, and often used
to line the pockets of corrupt public officials. fdi is a good viable option in
many respects, but that too comes with a hefty price tag in form of various
concessions the investor would extract from the host government: tax holidays,
freedom to repatriate profits, supplying own personnel, reluctance to transfer
technology, increase in environmental pollution from their production method,
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to mention but a few. ‘a note on foreign (direct) investment’ critically
engages with the conventional wisdom on this important aspect of economic
policy and priorities.

The persistent problem of foreign exchange and the role of nigerian banks
in creating a ‘parallel’ market for its currency became a major public policy
discourse, as much as the decision to close nigeria’s land borders in an
attempt to stem the tide of importation (or smuggling) of foreign-
manufactured rice. ‘can nigeria ever stop importing rice’? This brought to
the fore the industrial policy option of protectionism versus free trade by
examining both the desirability and feasibility of discouraging rice importation
when the country has still not built up sufficient capacity to absorb demand
for the product. The argument dovetails with the wider debate about the need
to diversify or decentralise the economy. state intervention and free market
have always being a delicate balancing act even in the most advanced
economies. The concept of ‘too big to fail’, occasioned by the financial crisis
that started in the Us in 2008, pushed congress to pass legislation aimed at
rescuing the financial institutions considered too big to fail. it has since been
exported to the rest of the world. nigeria’s assets management corporation
of nigeria (amcon) and debt management organisation (dmo) have come
to symbolise this latest innovation at market intervention by stealth. in
nigeria, large corporations and banks found to be in ‘distress’ are taken over,
their assets subjected to ‘restructuring’ or ‘management’ by amcon, the
toxic part of them are shipped over to dmo, and the company is then eased
back into the private sector once the balance sheet becomes attractive enough
to investors. This is a case of nationalising liability and privatising profit, it
would seem. The ‘elusive quest for tax revenue’ and the ‘crippling cost of
borrowing’ expatiate further on the federal Government’s ability to balance
its books amidst mounting budget deficit. ‘first law of development’
postulates on who carries the burden of government’s ever increasing public
debt and wonders whether it is not disproportionately left on the shoulders
of the have-nots . The issue of government intervention in business failure
resurfaces again in the discussion on ‘9mobile’ and attempts at saving it from
collapse. These themes run through public debate for a considerable number
of months when the issue of taking a company from private to public
ownership comes to the fore mainly as a public education exercise. ‘why
companies go bust’ rounds up the chapter by exposing the reader to some
aspects of company finance, especially the pivotal role of cash flow in keeping
a company solvent.
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Chapter Two
The teaching, coverage, and public discussion of capital markets, universally,

have been somewhat esoteric for a very long time. The financial crisis of 2008
heightened interest in the subject worldwide, but it is still a little hard to grapple
with in the atmosphere of an emerging economy, where shareholding is yet
to move into the mainstream. consequently, the aim of this chapter is to bring
the subject matter into public discourse in a way that reflects the language and
understanding of the ordinary person, while still being technically relevant to
the professional in the field. what better way to kick off the debate than by a
discussion of the sovereign wealth fund (swf). The idea of saving up for the
proverbial rainy day is as old as the merchant banks, but a relatively new
concept in an otherwise cash-strapped economy. why would a struggling
economy wish to save for the future generation, when the present generation
is still underfed, and malnourished? swf is a brilliant idea seen in other well-
endowed (petrol-dollar) economies, but nigeria is a pseudo petrol-dollar
economy at best since the product accounts for less than 10% of the country’s
Gdp. so, the question: “sovereign wealth fund: cui Bono?” was appropriately
raised, and attracted volumes of correspondence right across the professional
divide for years. This was followed by an attempt to simplify the logic of bonds
and shares in the market, using real life examples. it is often the case that the
rosier side of capitalism is understood, but not its uneven, seamier side.
another hot button topic of public concern in the financial sector is the issue
of non-interest (islamic) finance fronted in nigeria by the country’s indigenous
islamic bank, Jaiz Bank. is it an attempt at an islamic ‘takeover’ of society?
nothing could be further from the truth. it is just another instrument for
raising funds, but few people, even highly qualified professionals, understand
this very well. ‘why companies go public’ came up as part of the continuous
public education exercise by the column, and so was the issue of “derivatives”
as an addition to nigeria’s capital markets. derivatives are difficult to grapple
with even in london, at the heart of europe’s financial market, talk less of an
emerging economy. This too was followed up with a call for ‘activist investors’
in the capital markets. it is a matter for conjecture that if ‘political activists’
applied half of their energy and interest to the capital markets, the public would
be much better served. The debate it provoked spurred other topics around
the same theme for a few weeks more. finally, a bold attempt was made to
bring the use of the Us dollar into the fray, as the naira continued the
downward spiral of depreciation against it. This is all the more important,
given that the naira was stronger than the dollar for a long period of time after
independence. That said, other emerging economies have had their currencies
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suffer the same fate as the naira, hence, the need to discuss the economic
history of the reserved currency of international finance over the course of
three weeks. The chapter concludes with a short essay on why banks fail.

Chapter Three
economic and financial crime has been a prominent feature of public life

in nigeria at least since the 1980s. The agency set up to both deter and
prosecute such crimes is the economic and financial crimes commission
(efcc). its mandate has led the organisation into a continuing controversy
in the sense that everyone agrees on the imperative of combating financial
crime in official circles, but no one seems to agree on the best tactics to achieve
that. The head of the efcc is by necessity thrust into the spotlight from
inception, especially when it comes to political influence to either (as some see
it) ‘back off’ certain corrupt elements in government, or ‘go after’ some of the
others outside government. efcc is also used by outside observers
(Transparency international and other international financial institutions) as
a barometer on how steadfast nigeria is in combating official corruption. The
pressure on the organisation and its leadership is understandably immense.
The pressure is not made any easier by the unsettled view of its ‘independence’
from, or ‘subordination’ to the country’s ministry of Justice in the use of its
prosecutorial powers. efcc is a statutory body. Technically, the appropriate
government department for its oversight is the ministry of Justice, but no
minister of Justice would wish to be seen as ‘interfering’ in the ‘independence’
of the efcc by raising even the most innocuous query about the organisation’s
rationale on certain matters. additionally, efcc is erroneously seen by many
as a body with untrammelled powers. it is seen as accuser, prosecutor, judge,
jury, and jailer in cases within its purview. one of the highlights of the many
tensions inside the organisation came to the fore when the column raised an
issue on ‘efcc’s persistent failure at criminal assets forfeiture’. The
following day, the column received a message from the efcc threatening legal
action over ‘inaccuracies’ in the piece. The minister of Justice announced the
suspension of its chairman three days later, then, subjected him to an official
probe. He was subsequently removed from office a couple of months
afterwards. coincidence? That is for the reader to judge.

Chapter Four
The chapter focuses on university education under the auspices of the

national Universities commission, the agency that regulates the sector. on
independence in 1960, there was a universal embrace of the strategic need to
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boost graduate admissions. The departing colonial administration did not
make university education a priority. The oil boom of the 1970s saw a spike
in the national expenditure on education, which was quickly followed by a
sharp drop amidst the late 1980s inflation, recession and nigeria’s rising debt
profile. University education, like other sectors of the economy, has endured
its share of government cuts. negotiating over pay and conditions of its
academic staff has been moved from the ministry of education to the ministry
of labour, where a more stringent approach and emphasis is placed on
‘productivity’. it is no surprise, therefore, that government and the academic
staff Union of Universities (asUU) are nearly always at loggerheads over pay
and working conditions. Government insists on efficiency, while the union
demands funding to upgrade dilapidating infrastructure. General standards
have inevitably taken a turn for the worse. The emergence and proliferation
of private universities has done much, but not enough to stem the tide of the
decline in the university sector. more parents are opting to educate their
children in private universities which do not have a unionised workforce, but
there are question marks over academic standards in some of the private
universities as well. The regimented approach to student discipline applied in
private universities is alien to the pervasive liberal environment in the public-
funded universities. The jury is still out on which will become dominant, as
the debate continues.

Chapter Five
The nigeria media is acknowledged to be relatively free by comparison

with its peers across the african continent. neither restricted nor free would
be a fair assessment of where things are with the media. The prolonged
military interregnum prior to a return to civilian governance in 1999 has
embedded a culture of self-censoring across the media houses in nigeria.
There is a heightened awareness, on the part of journalists, of the need to pay
attention to government sensitivities in media content. on its part,
government (of all hues) often impose a burden on journalists to give
credence to the ‘national security’ concerns of the state, and to refrain from
doing things that could ‘overheat’ the polity. The regulatory agency, the
national Broadcasting commission (nBc), is on hand to monitor the
broadcasters for compliance. The print media also broadly fall in line with
the precepts of government, though, some of them stray beyond their
permissible limits from time to time, leading to the occasional confrontation
with the regulator. The essays in this chapter should be read with this
background in mind.
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Chapter Six
The study of contemporary nigerian politics is tied to the return of the

country to civil rule in 1999. The biggest political question until then was the
feasibility and indeed, survival of nigeria as one entity. The military that held
power until 1999 was seen as a major roadblock to democracy, having annulled
what was considered the fairest and freest election that voted for what was to
be the civilian administration of chief moshood abiola, from the southwest
region in 1993. The military leadership (dominated by the north) had
disavowed the election, apparently, as it had not resulted in the victory of their
preferred candidate. The sudden cancellation of the results as they were being
announced plunged the country into turmoil with the real fear that nigeria
might disintegrate. it came as no coincidence, therefore, that major
stakeholders of northern extraction embraced the idea that the president of
the federal republic of nigeria at the handover from the military should be a
person from the southwest, if only to pacify the region for the annulment of
the 1993 election adjudged to have been won by one of their own, chief abiola,
who mysteriously died while in the custody of the government headed then
by the military strongman, General sani abacha in 1998. He himself had died
a few weeks prior. The presidency was thus ‘zoned’ to the southwest, leading
to the emergence of former military General, olusegun obasanjo, as a civilian
president in the election of 1999, under the auspices of the hurriedly formed
peoples’ democratic party (pdp), a coalition of conservative political
bedfellows from across the ethnic divide. The party had remained in power
for an unbroken sixteen years, until defeated by another coalition of political
bedfellows, the all progressives congress, in 2015. if dousing the agitation for
separatism was the raison d’etre of the pdp, it achieved its purpose, but left
itself vulnerable to attack on other fronts, especially in the area of insecurity
and rampant levels of official corruption. apc thus came into office under the
mantra ‘change’, but did not define exactly what that meant. it was left for the
voter to fill in the void. The period under review for this book falls neatly within
the first five years of the ‘change’ mantra. for many people, it is more than
just a slogan, it is a challenge to see if and how the country, nigeria, could be
re-envisioned. This is the premise upon which the write-ups in this chapter
were based.

Chapter Seven
certainly, the biggest concern with the judiciary in nigeria since 1999 is the

extent to which it has become politicised, and how to disentangle one of the
great institutions of state from partisan politics. The term ‘judiciary’ is applied
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in a liberal sense here to refer not only to the institutions, but also to everyone
connected with it; lawyers, judges, and other functionaries. The main focus in
this chapter is not so much the politics of the judiciary, but the application of
the law in specific situations, and the logic and principles underlying the actions
taken or not taken. wider analysis about judicial corruption and its
independence from political office holders is left for another assignment.

Chapter Eight
The military has played a prominent role in the running of government in

nigeria since the first coup that toppled the post-independence civilian
government in 1963. The military has been in and out of power ever since.
The ‘pro-democracy’ activism of the political elite that finally pushed them out
of power in 1999 came as a relief to everyone in and outside nigeria. suspicion
remains, however, whether at some point, they may stage a comeback. Upon
departure from government administration, the military hierarchy wrote and
enacted a military-style constitution which protected their interest, and which
to a large extent guaranteed their continued influence on government. many
of the military top brass resigned their posts and contested for, and indeed,
won various political positions in the newly constituted national assembly.
The incoming Head of state, olusegun obasanjo, was a General in the army,
likewise muhammadu Buhari, who was elected in 2015. The military no longer
directly wields power, but its influence remains ubiquitous throughout the
political echelons, and the fear of another putsch is neither too far-fetched,
nor too far away.

Chapter Nine
since independence, the ruling elites in nigeria have convincingly

propagated the idea that it is their country’s ‘manifest destiny’ to lead africa.
The 1970s ‘oil boom’ and the frontline role the country played during the anti-
apartheid struggle in south africa gave credence to this conception. But since
then, the internal crisis of governance that has plagued successive
administrations in nigeria has curtailed their ambition to take a more
prominent role in the affairs of the continent. other african leaders who might
otherwise be sympathetic to a leadership role for nigeria look at its internal
problems both on the economic and political front, including the
ineffectiveness of the military to deal with insurgency incidents, and choose
to look the other way. it is to be noted that when it came to the major issue of
african unity, nigeria has been traditionally ‘cautious’ and difficult to convince.
The latest continental trading initiative, the african continental free Trade
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area (afcfTa) did not meet with the immediate approval of nigeria, which
held back on signing the agreement until one year after it came into force.

Chapter Ten
This chapter focuses on how international events played into nigeria’s

political activity and vice-versa. particular attention was to the Usa and the
UK; the first being a successful federal system of government that nigeria likes
to hold out as a good example to emulate, and the second, being the former
colonial master that bequeathed a lot of political and legal legacies some of
which remain relevant presently. one of the two major events that have
impacted on the domestic politics in nigeria was the election of president
donald Trump in america, who, despite his reported disdain for the continent,
enjoyed plenty of admiration as a maverick politician who had assumed the
mantle of leadership in his country apparently from ‘nowhere’, and who had
little time for the establishment. Trump was seen as a breath of fresh air, the
likes of whom nigeria, indeed, africa could benefit from. The contrary position
of the column meant it was sailing against the prevailing wind for much of the
period under review. The second event, the ‘Brexit’ debate and election in the
UK was a subject that baffled and confused many people watching from
nigeria. a lot of column inches needed to be devoted to simplifying both the
argument and its attendant conundrum.
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