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Preface

This third edition brings the practical aspect of Wills, trusts, and estates into the
classroom for students, and serves as a practitioner’s resource for estate planning in
Maryland and for those studying for the Uniform Bar Exam. With the addition of
the Uniform Probate Code and Uniform Trust Code statutes and commentary, this
edition is particularly suitable for any jurisdiction where the Uniform Bar Exam is
given. The book will be useful for the basic course in Wills, trusts and estates as well
as estate planning courses.

This book is divided into two parts. Part I covers the material typically used in
the basic trusts and estates course and applies to all aspects of estate planning and
an estate of any size. The coverage in this section deals with an overview of the
estates and trusts practice including financial and health care powers of attorneys,
the attorney-client relationship and ethical issues, intestacy, Will drafting, the use of
testamentary trusts, inter vivos trusts used in estate planning, gun trusts and spe-
cial needs trusts, the estate administration process, Will caveat litigation and elder
law, which includes coverage on Medicaid and guardianship.

Part II is intended for those studying federal wealth transfer tax planning. Part II
provides an overview of the transfer tax provisions of the Internal Revenue Code
as well as the transfer tax tools such as the use of non-taxable gifts, federal and
state credit shelter amounts, marital deduction planning and the use of an irrevo-
cable trust for holding life insurance. All suggested estate planning tools are imple-
mented when the client’s net worth exceeds the federal and/or Maryland exemption
amounts. The primary focus is on estate planning tools that avoid, minimize, and
defer wealth transfer taxes.

The book provides sample provisions, intake forms, and checklists that can be
used as educational tools or in the practice of law. Each Chapter provides complete
forms in the Appendix that allows the student or attorney to examine the relevant
discussion in a complete format and ideal for a practitioner’s form bank. The exten-
sive series of problems intended to engage law students in their study of Wills, trusts,
and estates includes comprehensive responses allowing students and attorneys to
understand the material at a practical and sophisticated level.
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