Louisiana Law of
Contracts and
Quasi-Contracts






Louisiana Law of Contracts
and Quasi-Contracts

A Comparative Civil Law Perspective

A Treatise

Alain A. Levasseur

PROFESSOR OF LAw, EMERITUS
PauL M. HEBERT Law CENTER

Nikolaos A. Davrados

PROFESSOR OF Law
PaurL M. HEBERT LAw CENTER

Foreword

John L. Weimer

CHIEF JUSTICE, LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT

EDpITOR
Cindra Fox

AP

CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS
Durham, North Carolina




Copyright © 2025
Carolina Academic Press, LLC
All Rights Reserved

ISBN 978-1-5310-2798-8
eISBN 978-1-5310-2799-5
LCCN 2024945486

Carolina Academic Press

700 Kent Street

Durham, North Carolina 27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486
WWWw.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America



To two great Masters-Oracles of the Law, Philippe Malinvaud
and
Francois Terré.






Contents

Foreword
Authors’ Notes
About the Authors

Abbreviations

PartI  Contracts

Chapter1 « History and Notion of Contracts
Section 1: History
§1. Historical Developments
Section 2: Contract and Convention: Notions

Chapter 2 « Contracts: An Introduction
Section 1: Concept of Contract
Section 2: General Principles
§1. Consensualism: Autonomy of the Will
§2. Principle of Binding Force
§3. Good Faith, Bad Faith, and Fraud

Chapter 3 « An Exercise in Civil Law Methodology

Chapter 4 « Kinds of Contracts in the Civil Code
Section 1: Classification of Contracts in ‘Duos’
§1. Duo: Unilateral and Bilateral or Synallagmatic Contracts:
Articles 1907-1908
§2. Duo: Onerous and Gratuitous Contracts: Articles 1909-1910
§3. Duo: Principal and Accessory Contracts
§4. Duo: Nominate and Innominate Contracts
Section 2: The Faux Pas: Commutative and Aleatory Contracts
Section 3: Implied Contracts
Going Beyond: Kinds of Contracts
Legislation
Louisiana
France

Québec

vii

XX1i
xxiii
xxvii

XXix

28

34
35
36
42
44
44
44
44
44



viii CONTENTS

Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec

Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 5 « General Principles of Contracts
Section 1: Chapter 1, Arts. 1906-1917
§1. Freedom of Contract, Autonomy of the Will
§2. Binding Force of Contracts: Pacta Sunt Servanda
§3. The Principle of Good Faith in Contracts
Going Beyond: General Effects
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec

Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 6 « Agreements Preparatory: Pre-Contracts
Section 1: Promises to Contract
Section 2: Pact of Preference: Right of First Refusal
Going Beyond: Agreements Preparatory: Promise, Option,
Right of Refusal
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 7 « Formation of Contracts
Section 1: Contractual Capacity and Exceptions,
La. Civ. Code Arts. 1918-1926
§1. Capacity and Incapacity of Enjoyment
§2. Incapacity of Exercise
§3. Representation and Power to Act
Going Beyond: Capacity
Legislation
Louisiana

44
44
44
45
45

47
47
47
48
49
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52

53
53
58

61
61
61
61
61
61
61
61
61
61

63

63
65
66
68
70
70
70



CONTENTS ix

France 70

Québec 70
Doctrine 70
Louisiana 70

France 70

Québec 70

Cases — Jurisprudence 70
Section 2: Consent 71
§1. Existence of Consent 71

A. Offer 72

B. Acceptance and Perfection of the Contract 80

Going Beyond: Consent 87
Legislation 87
Louisiana 87

France 87

Québec 87
Doctrine 87
Louisiana 87

France 87

Québec 87

Cases — Jurisprudence 87
Chapter 8 « Vices of Consent 89
Section 1: Integrity of Consent 89
Section 2: Error 91
§1. Error in La. Civ. Code Arts. 1948-1952 92

§2. Conditions to be Met by an Error 99
Going Beyond: Error 103
Legislation 103
Louisiana 103

France 103

Québec 103
Doctrine 103
Louisiana 103

France 103

Québec 103

Cases — Jurisprudence 104
Section 3: Fraud 104
§1. Defining Fraud 105

§2. Elements of Fraud 107

§3. Origin of Fraud 109

§4. Requirement of Error 111

§5. Fraud: Legal Consequence 112
Going Beyond: Fraud, Dolus, Deceit 113

Legislation 113



X CONTENTS

Louisiana 113

France 113
Québec 113
Doctrine 113
Louisiana 113

France 113
Québec 113

Cases — Jurisprudence 114
Section 4: Duress 114
§1. Concept: Terminology? 114

§2. Flements of Duress 119

§3. Persons Involved 120

§4. Legal Consequences 123
Going Beyond: Duress, Violence, Undue Influence 124
Legislation 124
Louisiana 124

France 124

Québec 124
Doctrine 124
Louisiana 124

France 124

Québec 125

Cases — Jurisprudence 125
Section 5: Lesion, Art. 1965 125
Chapter 9 « Cause 127
Section 1: A Controversial Concept 127
§1. Causeof...? A Brief History 127

§2. Cause: Comparative Survey 131
Section 2: Legal Regime 136
§1. Cause: Existence and Duration 136

§2. Lawfulness of the Cause 141
Going Beyond: Cause 142
Legislation 142
Louisiana 142

France 142

Québec 142
Doctrine 142
Louisiana 142

France 142

Québec 142

Cases — Jurisprudence 142



CONTENTS

Chapter 10 « Detrimental Reliance: Cause?

Section 1: Origin and Notion of Detrimental Reliance
Section 2: “Still Another Look at Cause” and Our Comments

Section 3: Two English Legal Scholars on Detrimental Reliance
Section 4: An American Legal Scholar on Consideration/Promise

and Detrimental Reliance
Section 5: Our Observations
Going Beyond: Detrimental Reliance
Legislation
Louisiana
Doctrine
Louisiana
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 11 « Object and Matter of Contracts

Section 1: “Object” of a Contract
Section 2: Legal Features and Requirements of an Object
Section 3: Promesse de Porte-Fort
Going Beyond: Object
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence
Going Beyond: Porte-Fort
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 12 « Third Party Beneficiary

Section 1: Stipulation Pour Autrui
Section 2: Conditions for the Validity of a Stipulation
for the Benefit of Another

Xi

145
145
146
150

151
153
156
156
156
156
156
156

159
159
163
168
170
170
170
171
171
171
171
171
171
171
171
171
171
171
172
172
172
172
172
172

173
173

175



xii CONTENTS

Section 3: Triangular Effects of a Stipulation
for the Benefit of Another
Going Beyond: Stipulation for Another
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 13 o General Effects of Contracts
Section 1: Principle of the Relative Effect of Contracts; Exceptions
Section 2: Performance in Good Faith
Going Beyond: General Effects

Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 14 « Performance: Voluntary and Specific
Section 1: Voluntary Performance in Louisiana Law
Section 2: A Comparison of Specific Performance:
Common Law — Civil Law
§1. Specific Performance: Common Law
A. English Law
B. American Law
§2. Specific Performance: Civil Law
A. Québec Law
B. French Law Pre-2016
C. French Law Post-2016
Section 3: Limitations on Specific Performance in Louisiana Law
§1. Louisiana Civil Codes of 1808, 1825, and 1870
§2. The Louisiana Civil Code After the Revisions of
1984-1985 and Beyond
A. Specific Performance and Obligations in General

B. Specific Performance and Conventional Obligations/Contracts:

Arts. 1986-1988

177
181
181
181
181
181
181
181
181
181
181

183
184
188
189
189
189
189
190
190
190
190
190
190

191
192

193
193
193
195
196
196
197
200
203
203

204
204

211



CONTENTS

Going Beyond: Voluntary and Specific Performance
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 15 o Putting in Default
Section 1: Putting in Default, Mise en Demeure

§1. Putting in Default: A Comparative Civil Law Perspective

§2. Louisiana Law: Putting in Default

§3. Exception of Non-Performance (or Non-Execution) / Exceptio

Non Adimpleti Contractus; Article 1993
§4. Comparative Law on the Exceptio Non
Adimpleti Contractus
Going Beyond: Putting in Default
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 16 « Damages
Section 1: Court Assessed Damages
§1. Compensatory Damages: Conditions
§2. Measurement/Evaluation of Contractual Damages
Section 2: Exclusion or Limitation of Liability: Art. 2004
Going Beyond: Damages
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

xiii

212
212
212
212
212
212
212
212
212
213

215
215
216
218

222

223
224
224
224
224
224
224
224
224
224

227
227
230
234
244
248
248
248
248
248
248
248
248
248
249



Xiv CONTENTS

Chapter 17 « Stipulated Damages
Section 1: Comparative Historical Survey
§1. Roman Law: Stipulatio Poenae
§2. French Law: Clause Pénale
§3. Québec Law and Penal Clause
§4. A Common Law Perspective
Section 2: Louisiana Civil Law
§1. Louisiana Civil Codes
§2. Legal Regime of Stipulated Damages Under the
La. Civ. Code
§3. A Fresh Start or a False Start?
Going Beyond: Stipulated Damages (Clause Pénale)
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec

Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 18 « Transfer or Assignment of a Contract
Section 1: A Subsumed Juridical Act?
Section 2: Legal Nature of Transfer
Section 3: Validity and Binding Effects
§1. Essential Requirements
§2. Effects of the Transfer/Assignment of a Contract
Going Beyond: Transfer and Assignment
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 19 « Giving in Payment
Section 1: Giving in Payment or Dation en Paiement
Section 2: The Contract of Giving in Payment
Section 3: Legal Nature
Going Beyond: Giving in Payment
Legislation

251
252
252
253
256
257
259
259

264
267
270
270
270
270
270
270
270
271
271
271

273
273
277
278
278
280
282
282
282
282
283
283
283
283
283
283

285
285
287
288
290
290



CONTENTS

Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 20 « Dissolution
Section 1: Issues of Terminology
Section 2: Kinds of Dissolution
§1. Judicial Dissolution
§2. Conventional Dissolution
§3. Unilateral Dissolution
Section 3: Effects of Dissolution
Going Beyond: Dissolution
Legislation
Louisiana
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 21 « Nullity
Section 1: Issues of Terminology
Section 2: Action in Nullity
§1. Action and Exception

§2. Actions in Nullity and Extinction of Actions
A. Persons Who Can Bring an Action
B. Extinction of the Action in Nullity

Going Beyond: Nullity
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 22 « Revocatory and Oblique Actions
Section 1: Revocatory Action
§1. Notion

XV

290
290
290
291
291
291
291
291

293
293
296
296
301
302
304
307
307
307
307
307
308
308

309
309
310
310
312
312
313
315
315
315
315
315
315
315
315
315
315

317
317
317



Xvi CONTENTS

§2. Legal Regime of the Revocatory Action (Paulian/Pauliana
Action)
A. Conditions Concerning the Creditor’s Credit Claim
B. Conditions Concerning the Effect on the Obligee of the

Obligor’s Juridical Act

§3. Revocatory Action and Onerous/Gratuitous Contracts
A. Onerous Contract
B. Gratuitous Contract

§4. Exercise of the Revocatory Action and Effects

Section 2: Oblique Action

§1. Notion

§2. Legal Regime

§3. Effects of an Oblique Action

Going Beyond: Revocatory and Oblique Actions

Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec

Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec

Cases — Jurisprudence

Chapter 23 « Simulation
Section 1: Notion
Section 2: Types and Forms of Simulation
§1. Simulation and Elements of Formation of the Counterletter
as a Contract
§2. Simulation and Unlawful Goal: Purpose of a Simulation
§3. Effects of Simulation
A. Effects of Contracts and Simulation Between the Parties
B. Effects of Contracts and Simulation vis-a-vis Third Parties
Going Beyond: Simulation
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

319
319

320
322
322
324
325
327
327
328
329
331
331
331
331
331
331
331
331
331
332

333
333
334

334
336
337
337
338
340
340
340
340
340
340
340
340
340
341



CONTENTS

Chapter 24 « Interpretation of Contracts
Section 1: Introductory Remarks
Section 2: Judicial Methods of Interpretation
§1. Subjective Methods
§2. Objective Methods
Section 3: Interpretation is Not Revision
Going Beyond: Interpretation of Contracts
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Louisiana
France
Québec
Cases — Jurisprudence

PartII « Quasi-Contracts
Introductory Remarks
Going Beyond: Quasi-Contract
Legislation
France
Doctrine
Cases — Jurisprudence
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Stelly, Individually,
and on behalf of Madonna Lee Stelly, minor
child v. Gerber Products Company

Chapter 25 « Management of Affairs (Negotiorum Gestio)
Section 1: Requirements
§1. Act of Management of Affairs of Another
A. Management Must be Spontaneous
B. Management Must be Useful
C. Management Must be Licit
§2. Parties in the Management of Affairs
A. Manager (Gestor)
B. Owner (Dominus)
Section 2: Effects
§1. Obligations of the Manager
A. Obligation of Diligence
B. Obligation of Perseverance
C. Obligation to Account
§2. Obligations of the Owner
§3. Obligations to Third Persons

xvii

343
343
347
347
348
358
359
359
359
359
360
360
360
360
360
360

361
366
366
366
366
369

369

371
372
372
374
375
377
377
377
379
380
381
381
383
384
385
387



Xviii CONTENTS

Section 3: Termination
Going Beyond: Negotiorum Gestio
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Cases-Jurisprudence

Thomas K. Kirkpatrick, and Gary L. Keyser v. Furman Young,
Lorena Rambin, Bessie Mae Henderson, Shannon Dunn

Benis, Kevin Dunn and Kelly Dunn
Standard Motor Car Company et al., Plaintiffs-Appellants,

v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,

Defendant-Appellee

Chapter 26 o Payment of a Thing Not Due (Condictio Indebiti)
Section 1: Requirements
§1. Payment Not Due Objectively — Debt Does Not Exist
§2. Payment Not Due Subjectively — Payment of the Debt
of Another
Section 2: Effects
Going Beyond: Payment of a Thing Not Due
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Cases — Jurisprudence
Bossier Parish School Board, Plaintiff-Appellee v. Pioneer
Credit Recovery, Inc., Defendant-Appellant
American International Specialty Lines Insurance
Company v. Canal Indemnity Company

Chapter 27 « Enrichment Without Cause (Actio de in Rem Verso)
Section 1: Requirements
Section 2: Effects
Going Beyond: Enrichment Without Cause
Legislation
Louisiana
France
Québec
Doctrine
Cases — Jurisprudence

389
390
390
390
390
391
392
394

394

395

397
397
398

401
405
408
408
408
408
408
408
410

410

413

415
416
421
424
424
424
424
425
425
427



CONTENTS

Grace Q. Edmonston v. A-Second Mortgage
Company of Slidell, Inc., et al.

1) Enrichment

2) Impoverishment

3) There must be a connection between the enrichment and the
resulting impoverishment.

4) There must be an absence of “justification” or “cause” for
the enrichment and the impoverishment.

5) The action will only be allowed where there is no other
remedy at law, i.e., the action is subsidiary.

AppendixI o Louisiana Civil Code
AppendixII « Cases

Opus Cited

Bibliography (see also Opus Cited)

Index

Xix

427
427
427

427

428

428
429
515
519
523
529






Foreword

Our dear friend, Professor Alain Levasseur, has joined with his colleague Profes-
sor Nikolaos Davrados to once again put pen to paper and write a Treatise on Con-
tracts and Quasi-Contracts. They have followed the traditional civilian doctrinal
approach in presenting the many interwoven legal features of the law of contracts
and quasi-contracts. Both professors herein demonstrate their unmatched profi-
ciency in legal scholarship and their versatility in both civil law and common law. A
full discussion of their backgrounds, credentials, and robust scholarship is available
in the “About the Authors” section.!

“Obligation,” as it is defined in the Louisiana Civil Code, is a seminal feature of
the private, substantive law of Louisiana, as well as other civil law jurisdictions, and
is a unique feature of our own mixed legal system. Professors Levasseur and Davra-
dos have produced a superb work of scholarship in this Treatise on Louisiana Law of
Contracts and Quasi-Contracts,> an expansive and meticulous exploration of the
articles of our Civil Code that govern Contracts, Quasi-Contracts and similar
arrangements.

The basics of our civil law heritage provide that the core principles are codified
into a system that is the primary source of law.? History, cultural significance, and a
rich legal civilian heritage are thus embodied in Louisiana’s venerable code of laws
that traces its origins to the laws of Rome, Spain, and France and that has formed
the legal basis for addressing private interactions for centuries. Having devoted
decades of study and scholarly research to the law of obligations, Professors Levas-
seur and Davrados share their wisdom and knowledge and, here and there, right-
fully indulge in a critical and constructive analysis of controversial issues.* This
Treatise provides the key to unlocking the meaning of the Civil Code’s most impor-
tant parts, which seems only fitting as we approach the 200th anniversary of the
Civil Code 0f 1825.°

1. See “About the Authors” and “Bibliography” in this Treatise.

2. This Treatise on Louisiana Law of Contracts and Quasi-Contracts follows the publication of a
first Treatise on Louisiana Law of Obligations in General, A Comparative Law Perspective by A.
Levasseur, published in 2020 by Carolina Academic Press.

3. Code Napoléon or Code Portalis, 43 TULANE LAw REVIEW 762-774 (1969).

4. See, in particular, Chapter 10 on Detrimental Reliance and Chapter 18 on Assignment.

5. However, as Portalis had written, “A host of things is . . . necessarily left to the province of
custom, the discussion of learned men, and the decisions of judges.” Such can be found in the “Doc-
trine” and “Cases” subsections of each chapter.
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xxii FOREWORD

In this volume, both authors are treating us to an artful blend of scholarly review
and practical analysis of the Civil Code. As the foundation of our unique civil law
system, each analysis of the Civil Code articles begins, as it must, with the text of the
articles themselves. The citations to relevant cases or jurisprudence reinforce, and
the excerpts from other prominent scholars in both the civil law and common law
legal systems enrich, the reader’s understanding of core principles. Each section
takes the reader on an in-depth exploration of topics in a manner that seeks to
enrich the intellect and to place at the command of practitioners and judges a
resource to assist in resolving complex issues within the law of contracts and quasi-
contracts. To that end, my learned friends continue to serve our system of justice
intellectually and practically.

Professor Levasseur (now Emeritus Professor), as the lead author, is a prolific
scholar who has dedicated his professional life to the detailed study and sharing of
his wisdom and scholarship through his teaching and writings. He has served our
civil law system well, and, with the support of the scholarship provided by Professor
Nikolaos Davrados, this Treatise continues that service.

JLW



Authors’ Notes

In the words of La. Civ. C. art. 1757, “[o]bligations arise from contracts and other
declarations of will. They also arise from the law, regardless of a declaration of will,
in instances such as . .. the management of the affairs of another, unjust enrich-
ment and other acts or facts.” Having presented the fundamental law of “Obliga-
tions” in a first treatise which bears the title of Louisiana Law of Obligations in
General, it is logical, and fitting within the structure of the Civil Code, for this sec-
ond treatise to deal with the “Louisiana Law of Contracts and Quasi-Contracts.”

In writing this second treatise, we have followed the traditional civilian doctrinal
approach in presenting the many interwoven legal features of the law of contracts
and quasi-contracts. We have been inspired and guided by the writings of promi-
nent French, Québécois, and Common Law legal scholars,! and we have carefully
studied an extensive number of Louisiana Court decisions. In so doing, we have
been respectful of the ranking of the Sources of Law in the Louisiana mixed legal
system and particularly of the centrality to be given to the Civil Code as the enact-
ment of the statement of Louisiana private law of general application.?

A significant portion of our treatise is devoted to the law of Quasi-Contracts,
which has not been the topic of a legal treatise in Louisiana since the important revi-
sion of the relevant Civil Code provisions (articles 2292-2305) in 1995. Our discus-
sion of quasi-contracts —especially our exposition of the institution of unjust
enrichment — relies heavily on civilian doctrine and jurisprudence that recognized
and formulated a nominate action for “enrichment without cause,” which was later
codified in 1995.

We have followed as scrupulously as possible the actual structure of the Civil
Code Titles, Chapters and Sections, particularly “Title 3. Obligations in General,”
“Title 4. Conventional Obligations or Contracts,” “Title 5. Obligations Arising with-
out Agreement” and “Title 7. Sale;” and all of Book 3 on “the Different Modes of
Acquiring the Ownership of Things.” However, we felt that it was also our duty to be
‘positively and constructively’ critical of the present structure of the Civil Code

1. French scholars such as Pothier, Planiol, Terré and Simler, Malinvaud and Mekki, Malaurie
and Ayneés; Québécois scholars such as Baudouin, Jobin, Vézina, and Tancelin; and Common law
scholars such as Blackstone, Atiyah, Farnsworth, and Treitel.

2. See Justice Nicholas Kasirer, “Keep Calm and Teach Gaius” in his review of the treatise Loui-
siana Law of Obligations in General, 76 LA. L. REV. 1165-1178 (2016).
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xxiv AUTHORS’ NOTES

whenever we could suggest, and even recommend, an alternative and more logical
re-organization of some Sections or Chapters. As an illustration of our critical
analysis, in the conclusion of our survey of “Assignment,” which is covered in the
Civil Code under “Title 7. Sale,” we strongly recommend that the relevant provisions
on “Assignment” be moved to “Chapter 4. Transfer of Obligations” under “Title 3.
Obligations in General.” Likewise, as a second illustration of our critical analysis, it
is our firm belief that “Section 3. Novation,” which is currently located in “Chap-
ter 6. Extinction of Obligations,” should be moved under “Chapter 4. Transfer of
Obligations” next to “Assumption of Obligations” and “Subrogation.”

These two illustrations help to emphasize that, when applying the Civil Code
articles, it is of the utmost importance to assign their proper legal characterization
or qualification to the legal concepts or institutions which are governed by the Civil
Code. For example, a unilateral juridical act cannot be characterized as a contract,
an obligation to pay ‘damages’ for breach of contract cannot be characterized as an
‘alternative obligation’ to perform, an ‘offer’ cannot be characterized as a ‘promise,
a ‘contract to sell’ is not an ‘option’. .. *

As we did in our first Treatise on Louisiana Law of Obligations in General, we
have incorporated at the end of each Chapter a Section entitled “Going Beyond” in
which one will find references to the Civil Codes of France and Québec for the pur-
pose of making constructive comparisons with the La. Civ. Code. We have also
included excerpts from works of prominent jurists, or “oracles of the law” in the
civil law as they were referred to by Roscoe Pound.” We have also added a selection
of cases that we considered to be particularly relevant, several of which are included
in the casebook Louisiana Law of Obligations, A Methodological and Comparative
Perspective: Cases, Texts and Materials.®

This second Treatise would not have been undertaken without the incentive,
motivation, and example we found in several opinions of the Louisiana Supreme
Court and some opinions of Courts of Appeal. We found in these selected opinions
a well-articulated understanding of the ranking of the sources of law in the Louisi-
ana civil law system, a skilled use of civil law methods of legal reasoning and inter-
pretation, as well as pertinent references to the works of jurists.

This comprehensive, innovative and, we dare say, groundbreaking work in the
Louisiana legal literature, could not have been completed in its present format with-
out the exceptional community of spirit that motivated the two of us and without
the support, dedication, conscientiousness and skill of our editor, Cindra (Cia) Fox.

3. Another more involved re-structuring of Code Articles and Sections is given in Chapter 6 —
Agreements Preparatory: Pre-Contracts.

4. See Chapter 3— An Exercise in Civil Law Methodology; see also Levasseur, Vademecum, op.
cit. I11.i.13.

5. Pound, Roscoe, “What is the Common Law,” 4 U. CxI. L. REV. 176-189, at 186 (1976).

6. Levasseur & Davrados, CASEBOOK, op. cit. ITL.i.19.



AUTHORS’ NOTES XXV

Thank you, Cia, for having allowed us to work with the peace of mind and confi-
dence that you brought to our small team of ‘civilian jurists.

Our sincere thanks to Carolina Academic Press, our publisher, for their support,
encouragement, and work ethic. Our thanks, also, to the publishers Dalloz, Lexis-
Nexis France, les Editions Yvon Blais-Thomson Reuters for their understanding of
our unique situation as the only mixed jurisdiction in the United States and for
allowing us to include in our Treatises excerpts from some of their leading
publications.
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Abbreviations

La. Civ. Code Louisiana Civil Code

La. Code Civ. Proc. Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure
BGB  German Civil Code (Biirgerliches Gesetzbuch)
C.C.Q. Civil Code of Québec

C.N. Code Napoléon

F.C.C. French Civil Code

G.C.C. Greek Civil Code
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