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SERIES EDITOR’S FOREWORD

The Carolina Academic Press Mastering Series is designed to provide you 
with a tool that will enable you to easily and efficiently “master” the substance 
and content of law school courses. Throughout the series, the focus is on qual-
ity writing that makes legal concepts understandable. As a result, the series is 
designed to be easy to read and is not unduly cluttered with footnotes or cites 
to secondary sources.

In order to facilitate student mastery of topics, the Mastering Series in-
cludes a number of pedagogical features designed to improve learning and re-
tention. At the beginning of each chapter, you will find a “Roadmap” that tells 
you about the chapter and provides you with a sense of the material that you 
will cover. A “Checkpoint” at the end of each chapter encourages you to stop 
and review the key concepts, reiterating what you have learned. Throughout 
the book, key terms are explained and emphasized. Finally, a “Master Check-
list” at the end of each book reinforces what you have learned and helps you 
identify any areas that need review or further study.

We hope that you will enjoy studying with, and learning from, the Master-
ing Series.

Russell L. Weaver
professor of law &  

distinguished university scholar
university of louisville,  

louis d. brandeis school of law
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PREFACE

My colleague, Lou Virelli, suggested that I write this book. It was written to 
the sound of Daniela, Paulina, and Alejandra Villarreal, collectively known as 
The Warning, whom I am delighted to support on Patreon.

I should also like to thank the exceptionally smart Ashley Gregory for read-
ing and commenting on earlier drafts of what became chapters 1 to 4. She 
made numerous excellent suggestions, though we will never agree on the use 
of conjunctions! All errors and infelicities of expression that remain are, of 
course, of my own making and not hers.

Other exceptionally intelligent people contributed in their own ways, per-
haps even without realizing it. Bob Bickel remains a constant source of encour-
agement for everything I do. Matt DiMasso ensures that my mind is constant-
ly broadened, even if I sometimes wish it weren’t. Helen Driscoll entertains 
me with tales of Portugal, house renovations, and a new spy. Gary Falasca 
makes sure I don’t get too big for my britches, though I can now point out 
how badly Manchester City are playing. Anne Gary makes the most amazing 
baked goods. Andrea Hatton is always a breath of fresh air. Sage Iverson has 
caused me to know more about The Bachelor than I ever wanted. Lisa John-
ston performs the most hilarious rants. Kelsey Krueger inspires me with her 
fearlessness and drive. Luz Nagle advocates for abused women in the Amer-
icas. Lauren Sloniger guides me through unfamiliar bits of popular culture.

Extra special thanks are due to Marguerite Boissonnault, Sharon Dearman, 
Nia Kaye, Abigail Lee (née Pressler), Allie Padin, and Kristina Self. To spell 
out precisely how much you mean to me would take too long, so I’ll settle for 
this: I love you all.




