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Preface and Acknowledgments

The first edition of Plain English for Lawyers was a revised ver-
sion of an article that appeared in 66 California Law Review 727,
published by the students of the University of California, Berke-
ley, School of Law, copyright 1978, by the California Law Review,
Inc.

Many of the changes made in subsequent editions reflect the ideas,
writings, and suggestions made by others who toil in the field of legal
writing. My debts to them are so many that to acknowledge all of
them properly in footnotes or endnotes would distract the reader—
a sin that all of us in the field preach against. Thus, let me here thank
my scholarly creditors including the following: Kenneth Adams,
Mark Adler, Robert Benson, Norman Brand, Robert Chaim, Robert
Charrow, Veda Charrow, Martin Cutts, Robert Eagleson, J.M. Foers,
Bryan Garner, Tom Goldstein, George Hathaway, Margaret Johns,
Joseph Kimble, Philip Knight, Jethro Lieberman, Ray Parnas, Janice
Redish, Peter Tiersma, Richard Thomas, and Garth Thornton.
Thanks also to Keltie Jones for her fine work on the punctuation
chapter.

I owe special thanks to David Mellinkoff, who died on the last
day of the 20th century. He was educated at Stanford University and
Harvard Law School. After serving as an artillery officer in World
War II, he became a successful practicing lawyer in Beverly Hills and
later a beloved law professor at UCLA. All of us in the field of legal
writing have benefitted from his careful scholarship and wise guid-
ance expressed in The Language of the Law (1963), Legal Writing:
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Sense & Nonsense (1982), and Mellinkoff ’s Dictionary of American
Legal Usage (1992).

Richard C. Wydick
Davis, California
June 2005

xii preface and acknowledgments

wydick 5e ch  0 cx fmt  7/3/06  1:00 PM  Page xii


