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xxi

Series Note

Carolina Academic Press’ state-specific criminal justice series fills a gap in the
field of criminal justice education. One drawback with many current introduction
to criminal justice texts is that they pertain to the essentially non-existent “Amer-
ican” criminal justice system and ignore the local landscape. Each state has its
unique legislature, executive branch, law enforcement system, court and appellate
review system, state supreme court, correctional system, and juvenile justice ap-
paratus. Since many criminal justice students embark upon careers in their home
states, they are better served by being exposed to their own states’ criminal justice
systems. Texts in this series are designed to be used as primary texts or as sup-
plements to more general introductory criminal justice texts.
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Preface

The Texas justice system is a complex structure of both public and private in-
stitutions at the state, county and local communities. A population of more than
28 million across a region sharing borders with four states and Mexico, the state
faces substantial challenges to ensure public safety across all levels of government.
As a result, this book describes the primary institutions involved in combating
crime, as well as the division of powers among government stakeholders. Students
will learn about the interface among the justice components that requires coop-
erative efforts, as well as discretion among police personnel, judges, and cor-
rectional officials. During the collaboration on the book, the authors strived to
include unique aspects of the state justice system. The illustrations, charts and
other graphics in each chapter are presented to provide a clear description of
changes in laws and historical developments impacting the state justice system.
Students and the general public can consider the textbook a primary resource
to begin scholarly research with respect to public policy and criminal justice
agencies in Texas.

Marshall B. Lloyd
Durant Frantzen

May 17, 2018
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