
Texas’s Criminal
Justice System

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page i



Carolina Academic Press

State-Specific Criminal Justice Series

Criminal Justice Basics and Concerns

William G. Doerner, ed.

Alabama’s Criminal Justice System

Vicki Lindsay and Jeffrey P. Rush, eds.

Arkansas’s Criminal Justice System

Edward Powers and Janet K. Wilson

California’s Criminal Justice System
Third Edition

Christine L. Gardiner and Georgia Spiropoulos, eds.

Florida’s Criminal Justice System
Second Edition

William G. Doerner

Georgia’s Criminal Justice System

Deborah Mitchell Robinson

Illinois’s Criminal Justice System

Jill Joline Myers and Todd Lough, eds.

Maryland’s Criminal Justice System

Debra L. Stanley, ed.

Minnesota’s Criminal Justice System

Jeff Bumgarner, Susan Hilal, and James Densley

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page ii



Missouri’s Criminal Justice System

Frances P. Reddington, ed.

North Carolina’s Criminal Justice System
Second Edition

Paul E. Knepper and Mark Jones

Ohio’s Criminal Justice System

Joshua B. Hill, Nancy E. Marion, Kevin M. Cashen, 
R. James Orr, III, and Kendra J. Kec

Pennsylvania’s Criminal Justice System

Mary P. Brewster and Harry R. Dammer, eds.

Texas’s Criminal Justice System

Durant Frantzen and Marshall Lloyd

West Virginia’s Criminal Justice System

Kimberly A. DeTardo-Bora, Dhruba J. Bora, 
and Samuel L. Dameron

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page iii



frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page iv



Texas’s Criminal
Justice System

Durant Frantzen
Professor of Criminology

Texas A&M University-San Antonio

Marshall B. Lloyd
Instructor

St. Mary’s Law School, San Antonio

Carolina Academic Press
Durham, North Carolina

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page v



Copyright © 2018
Carolina Academic Press, LLC

All Rights Reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Frantzen, Durant, author. | Lloyd, Marshall, author.
Title: Texas's criminal justice system / Durant Frantzen and Marshall Lloyd.
Description: Durham, North Carolina : Carolina Academic Press, 2017. |
Series: State-specific criminal justice series | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017016741 | ISBN 9781594609794 (alk. paper)
Subjects: LCSH: Criminal justice, Administration of--Texas. | Law
enforcement--Texas.

Classification: LCC KFT1762 .F73 2017 | DDC 364.764--dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017016741

eISBN 978-1-5310-1152-9

Carolina Academic Press, LLC
700 Kent Street

Durham, North Carolina 27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486

Fax (919) 493-5668
www.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page vi



This book is dedicated to the criminal justice professionals who set an example
of professionalism, integrity, and dignity in everything they do for the 

citizens of Texas.
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xxi

Series Note

Carolina Academic Press’ state-specific criminal justice series fills a gap in the
field of criminal justice education. One drawback with many current introduction
to criminal justice texts is that they pertain to the essentially non-existent “Amer-
ican” criminal justice system and ignore the local landscape. Each state has its
unique legislature, executive branch, law enforcement system, court and appellate
review system, state supreme court, correctional system, and juvenile justice ap-
paratus. Since many criminal justice students embark upon careers in their home
states, they are better served by being exposed to their own states’ criminal justice
systems. Texts in this series are designed to be used as primary texts or as sup-
plements to more general introductory criminal justice texts.

frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page xxi



frantzen lloyd 00 fmt.qxp  7/11/18  2:43 PM  Page xxii



xxiii

Preface

The Texas justice system is a complex structure of both public and private in-
stitutions at the state, county and local communities. A population of more than
28 million across a region sharing borders with four states and Mexico, the state
faces substantial challenges to ensure public safety across all levels of government.
As a result, this book describes the primary institutions involved in combating
crime, as well as the division of powers among government stakeholders. Students
will learn about the interface among the justice components that requires coop-
erative efforts, as well as discretion among police personnel, judges, and cor-
rectional officials. During the collaboration on the book, the authors strived to
include unique aspects of the state justice system. The illustrations, charts and
other graphics in each chapter are presented to provide a clear description of
changes in laws and historical developments impacting the state justice system.
Students and the general public can consider the textbook a primary resource
to begin scholarly research with respect to public policy and criminal justice
agencies in Texas.

Marshall B. Lloyd
Durant Frantzen

May 17, 2018
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