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Preface

I have taught Ohio real estate law for more than a dozen years to paralegal
students and those who are preparing to take the Ohio real estate license exam.
Students seem to relate to real estate law, because they all have a connection
to real estate in some way. Perhaps they have rented an apartment, bought a
house, or lived at home with their parents. Real estate is simply part of their
lives.

Ohio has some unique twists when it comes to real estate law, partly be-
cause of its role in the westward expansion of the United States following the
Revolutionary War. For example, we find more than 20 different survey sys-
tems used in Ohio, and the development of the rectangular coordinate system
that is used in most of the states to our west. Yet we still have surveys that use
long-forgotten trees, fences, and rocks as corners. Ohio is truly a unique place
when it comes to real estate law.

I have written this book in a conversational style, which is intended to make
the material less dry and more accessible to students.  During the drafting
process, I imagined that I was having a one-on-one discussion with a student
in a tutoring session. I have tried to anticipate typical student questions and
provide answers as they arise in the text. The numerous examples throughout
the text are designed to place concepts within easy grasp of students. I have
made rather extensive use of tables to present material that lends itself to that
format so that concepts can be compared to one another.

The text is arranged in the logical order I present material in my classes and
includes an appendix of practical forms, such as a sample lease, promissory
note, and mortgage. In my experience, walking students through these docu-
ments and pointing out particulars of various clauses can make an otherwise
dull class more relevant to them.

This book is divided into two parts. Part I contains the material that is typ-
ically used in a general undergraduate real estate law course, such as one taught
to paralegal students. Part II adds three chapters that are required as part of an
Ohio real estate salesperson prelicensing course.

xv
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I have included only a very few case references in this text but discuss a few
of those that are of major significance, such as the Kelo decision. The text does
not include sidebar excerpts of court cases for a couple of reasons. First, stu-
dents generally tend to simply skip over them when they read the text. Sec-
ond, when they do read the cases, they often fail to grasp the importance of
them. Finally, I frequently find that an author’s choice of cases to include does
not match my view of their relevance. However, the instructor materials include
a chapter-by-chapter list of citations to relevant Ohio and US Supreme Court
cases that the instructor can use as he or she best sees fit.

Speaking of instructor materials, the supplement to this book includes a
model syllabus, discussion questions, PowerPoint presentations for each chap-
ter, quizzes, suggested assignments, and sample tests with an answer key. All
of these materials are practical ones that I have actually used in my classes.

To all of you— instructors, students, and future real estate moguls— I bid
you bon voyage on your journey into the fascinating world of Ohio real estate
law.

xvi PREFACE
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