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Preface

In 1982, President Ronald Reagan convened a Task Force on Victims of Crime.
The recommendations made by this national Task Force have served as a guide
for the development of crime victim rights and remedies in this country. In
2001, the initial edition of this text was published. It brought together a multi-
faceted set of materials reflecting the evolution of crime victim rights and reme-
dies in the approximately twenty years since the Task Force’s recommendations
were published. The initial text described the applicable constitutional and
statutory provisions addressing crime victim rights and remedies, as well as
leading judicial opinions that interpreted them. In addition to presenting the
current state of the law in this area, the text described the status of implemen-
tation of these rights and remedies, relevant empirical research, and a sampling
of the pertinent policy analysis. This comprehensive portrait of the past and
then current status of crime victim rights and remedies in this country was de-
signed to inform the continued evolution of law and practice in this area.

In the years since the publishing of the initial edition of this text, the con-
stitutional and statutory law in this area and judicial interpretation of it has
continued to evolve, as well as the empirical research analyzing its develop-
ment and implementation. Of particular note is the enactment of the federal
Crime Victims’ Rights Act of 2004, reflecting a significant expansion of federal
statutory crime victim rights and remedies. Thus, the second edition of the
text, published in 2010, extended and expanded the comprehensive descrip-
tion of crime victim rights and remedies provided in the initial edition.

Now, well over thirty years since the President’s Task Force issued its rec-
ommendations, progress in their implementation can once again be measured.
This third edition of the text brings together not only the current constitutional
and statutory crime victim rights and remedies provisions and the most up-to-
date judicial interpretations and research and policy analyses of them and their
implementation, but it also adds a new chapter concerning crime victim rights
and remedies in the United States armed services and internationally.

It is hoped that this new edition of the text will further facilitate the study
of crime victim rights and remedies, and will serve as a general resource for those
interested in crime victim rights and remedies in this country.
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