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To three generations of my dear family— Jenny, Elizabeth, Anna,
Ethan, Andy, Zoe—and to generation upon generation of students,
past, present, and future, and the elusive, never-ending, but essential
quest for justice. Together we can get there.

For Dad, Mom, Liz, and Ethan; with love and gratitude.
—ALA
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I am indebted to the wonderful individuals at Carolina Academic Press for
all they have done to make this book possible, from beginning to end. The
characters and issues that have found their way into these pages took form
gradually over several years. They lingered, sleepy, abstract, and shadowy, with
scant chance of development until a fortuitous exchange with acquisitions ed-
itor Beth Hall caused them to stir, sharpen, and finally spring forward. I am
especially grateful to Beth for her help in liberating them. Without her en-
couragement, the essays that make up this book would not have been written
nor seen the light of day.

I have enjoyed the gift of an academic career for more than three decades. Dur-
ing this time I have had a chance to meet with and learn from a multitude of
students, to swap ideas and perspectives with them, to get to know many fine
individuals, and to deepen my appreciation of the world we share and its quirks
and challenges. Needless to say, the echoes of many classroom and hallway con-
versations with these fellow learners reverberate within the pages that follow.

As I have told my daughter Anna repeatedly and in all sincerity, the re-
markably creative and jaw-droppingly good illustrations which she has pre-
pared for this volume easily surpass the accompanying text and enhance it
immeasurably. They invite the characters who inhabit the essays and the is-
sues they confront to leap off the book’s pages and dance into life. I could not
be happier than to have had the chance to collaborate with her in this endeavor.
It has been a true labor of love.
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