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Foreword

Judith Welch Wegner1

Today’s legal educators live in an era when assessment has be-
come increasingly important. The American Bar Association now
requires law schools to set “learning outcomes” for students in
their educational programs, adopt more comprehensive forms of
“assessment,” and develop plans for “ongoing evaluation” of their
“program[s] of legal education, learning outcomes, and assess-
ment methods.” (ABA Standards 302, 314,  and 315.) To some,
such requirements raise the specter of intensified bureaucratic
burdens. To others, the requirements offer a new arena for cre-
ative activity, a space for engaged inquiry, a means of helping stu-
dents learn more effectively, and a framework for building insti-
tutional pride.  In this book, The Art of Assessment,  Professor
Andrea Susnir Funk comes down on the side of  open- minded
hope rather than defensive disaffection.

Professor Funk’s book focuses on how individual faculty mem-
bers and their schools can create a culture of assessment, perhaps
the most crucial but often invisible element in achieving an ener-
gizing and constructive assessment process. She is very effective in
deconstructing opaque language and concepts, suggesting methods
for getting started, and creating a sustainable assessment cycle. She
offers important tips on building on existing practices, gathering
and using information, grappling with doubts about why and how
assessment can work, and building  institution- wide interest and
commitment.
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xii                                                    FOREWORD

This is a book that gives readers important tools, but goes fur-
ther, by illuminating the real potential of assessment for teachers,
learners, and educational institutions. It puts me in mind of Parker
Palmer’s wonderful The Courage to Teach,  with its uplifting will-
ingness to confront fears but build on hopes that are dear to the
hearts of the best law teachers: helping students learn, working
with colleagues, and “teaching from the heart of hope.”
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