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Dedicated to our grandchildren,  
to their  children, 
and to their  children’s  children —    
that they may enjoy an Amer i ca 
of freedom and equality
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We hold  these truths to be self- evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights, that among  these are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.

Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of  
In de pen dence, July 4, 1776.

Fourscore and seven years ago our  fathers brought forth on this 
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal.

Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address 
November 19, 1863.
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xiii

Preface

This book is an unusual anthology. The book contains nine chapters —   
three of which contain the usual anthology readings with introductions. 
But the remaining five chapters are devoted to analyses, background dis-
cussions, and summaries.

The overall theme of the book is that we have a duty as individual Amer-
ican citizens to help end the  bitter partisan and ideological divisions that 
have gripped this country for far too long —   a condition one historian has 
called (in a related context) a “disease in the public mind.”

We argue that we as citizens  can’t leave this impor tant task entirely to 
our po liti cal leaders —    because if we  don’t change, they  won’t  either. In a 
democracy, po liti cal leaders necessarily represent the views of their con-
stituents.

We center on one of the most controversial issues in our nation’s cur-
rent po liti cal life: the asserted wealth and income disparity in Amer i ca and 
the claimed erosion of the  middle class.

We urge that we as citizens seek out  people to discuss this issue with a 
spirit of moderation, including  people with whom we deeply disagree —   to 
expose ourselves to diff er ent po liti cal points of view in the media and 
elsewhere —   and to stop living in “po liti cal echo chambers” which an 
alarming number of Americans have drifted into.

As a spur to  these discussions, we analyze this economic issue as we see 
it. And we provide relevant conservative and liberal readings on the sub-
ject. This is done to promote a better understanding of the range of views 
on this issue, to encourage re spect for the views of  those with whom we 
disagree, and to grasp both the strength and limitations of our own views.

We also provide an analy sis of our western demo cratic tradition, plus 
readings on our bedrock American ideals of freedom and equality —   to 
help us understand what unites us as Americans.
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xiv PREFACE

We offer no solutions. We offer only a pathway to pro gress —   a renewal 
of the demo cratic spirit. Perhaps a brief explanation of how the book orig-
inated  will help clarify our aims.

The idea for the proj ect began with one of this book’s editors, Professor 
Dennis Dalton. In his lectures on po liti cal theory and freedom recorded 
for the Teaching Com pany (“Power over  People: Classical and Modern Po-
liti cal Thought,” and “Freedom: The Philosophy of Liberation”), Professor 
Dalton compared the views of John Locke vs. Jean Jacques Rousseau on the 
twin demo cratic ideals of freedom and equality. In  doing so, he posed the 
question  whether the two ideals are in conflict.

Phillip Hubbart and Charles Edelstein, the other two editors of this book 
and long- time mutual friends,  were electrified by  these lectures when they 
listened to them on tape, CD and DVD beginning in the 1990s —   although 
neither one had ever met or heard of Professor Dalton.

When all three of us eventually came together over a de cade  later, via 
email and mutual visits, we  were transitioning from the world of work to 
the world of retirement. We instantly bonded and, to our delight, endlessly 
discussed the po liti cal and social issues of our day.

Eventually, we deci ded to put together an anthology of diverse conser-
vative and liberal views dealing with the perceived growing gap between 
the rich and poor and the asserted erosion of the  middle class. But we 
wanted to address the subject in light of our ideals of freedom and equality — 
the issue that Professor Dalton had raised in his lectures and was uniquely 
positioned to develop.

our friend Janice Nolin was enlisted to provide research assistance in 
locating relevant readings and information with her expert knowledge of 
internet sources —   and to proofread the text when prepared. Ted Hubbart 
was also tapped to provide the electronic scanning assistance essential to 
including the readings selected in the anthology. Both have performed 
their tasks superbly.

We know that our very se lection of the readings in this book may be 
subject to some debate for including and excluding impor tant voices. Some 
of  these voices may even be an anathema to certain readers. And our analy-
sis of the prob lem itself may be roundly disputed as well.

But we have tried to develop a fair balance of prominent po liti cal and 
economic views that are in our current public discourse and have to be 
dealt with —    whether we like them or not. And we have selected what we 
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 PREFACE xv

think are the better written pieces in this mix. We apologize in advance if 
we have not always achieved our goal.

In assembling this range of views, we have no intention of promoting 
any par tic u lar po liti cal or economic agenda to address the prob lem we 
see —    whether conservative, liberal or centrist. Indeed, the current market 
is full of such books, articles, columns and op-ed pieces —   all analyzing our 
economic prob lems and positing vari ous right/left/center solutions for the 
reader’s consideration.

This book is diff er ent.
our sole intent is to promote and inform a fair dialogue on the eco-

nomic and po liti cal issues raised, rather than advocate solutions.
In  doing so, we hope we can eventually reach a rough consensus on how 

to best address our economic woes consistent with our ideals of freedom 
and equality. our purpose is to lower the heat of the current debate, to find 
some common ground for compromise, and to move together as Ameri-
cans in a pragmatic spirit.

A wise but prob ably apocryphal saying attributed to Winston Churchill 
may give us some hope: “Americans can always be trusted to do the right 
 thing,” he reportedly said, “once all other possibilities have been exhausted.”1

Phillip Hubbart, Miami, Florida
Dennis Dalton, Portland, oregon
Charles Edelstein, Nederland, Colorado
August 2016

Note
1.  Richard Langworth, Churchill By Himself: The Definitive Collection of Quota-

tions (New York: Public Affairs, 2008), 124.
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