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Preface

For more than 140 years and with the sesquicentennial on the horizon, the First Presbyterian
Church, organized as the Durham Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, has stood as a beacon
of the Christian faith in the center of this Piedmont city in North Carolina. Generations of
Durham Presbyterians have entered the church’s open doors to share in worship, study, fel-
lowship, and service. They have come in good times and bad, in peace and in war, and in
times of domestic tranquility, and in times of social crises. By their presence and actions in
a community of faith, they have, year in and year out, borne witness to God’s love and
justice in the world. From humble beginnings in 1871, members of the Church spread the
gospel at home and abroad. The legacy of this evangelism lives on today in the continued
development of Presbyterianism in Durham and in foreign lands. 

Situated since its earliest days at the busy corner of Roxboro and Main streets, the
downtown church and its life have been marked by fidelity to biblical teachings,  to
liturgical standards, to the Christian education of youth and adults, and to the needs of
the larger surrounding community. Those qualities continue to characterize First Church
at the beginning of the twenty-first century as witnessed by the launching of an ambitious
campaign to renovate its historic physical plant under a banner bearing the words: “Re-
member, Renew, Rejoice.” These stirring words have rung true in every generation of
First Churchers from the celebration in a newly-built house of worship on the church’s
twenty-fifth anniversary in 1896 to the present. This book is the story of remembrances,
renewals and rejoicing of God’s faithful people in downtown Durham and their relationship
with God and with the beloved community. It is the story of God’s grace working through
the lives of His people gathered together at Roxboro and Main streets in a mission of
Christian witness.

I am grateful for the help of others: Rev. Joseph S. Harvard III, who sowed the seed
of a substantial church history; Rev. Lori Pistor and Marilyn Hedgpeth who both supported
this project with enthusiasm; Walter Shackleford, who chaired the 125th Anniversary
Committee and who, as the First Church’s unofficial photographer par excellence for
some fifty years, made available his massive collection of magnificent photographs of
the life of the congregation; John Fricks, his successor, who has continued to provide a
photographic record of the ever-changing Church and its congregation; Arthur Clark,
who read the chapter on the congregation’s critical decision to remain a downtown
church; Phyllis Supple,  who distilled portions of the manuscript for entries in the
Newsletter; Margaret Q. Keller, who read the entire manuscript in its nearly final form;
Rev. Phyllis Kort, who closely read and corrected a revised draft, as did Dewey Lawson.
Essential too has been the collection of Sunday bulletins with meticulous notes recording
Sunday worship details at First Church from the late 1940s to the 1970s by Dorothy N.
Rankin, who also donated an extensive collection of photographs depicting identified
members of various youth choirs and activities of the Women of the Church. Noteworthy
too is the generosity of the family of Rev. David Scanlon in donating a large collection
of that Pastor’s scrapbooks. Appreciated as well is the “use of Sanborn Maps 1898, 1902,
1907, 1913, and 1937 Durham NC reprinted/used with permission from the Sanborn
Library, LLC.” Funding of this project of long duration has been generously provided
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by the Presbyterian Women and the Session of First Presbyterian Church. For their vital
help, I am indebted.

As this long-running project approached its conclusion, a team of six stalwart copy
editors, drawn from among the First Church congregation, went to work on the manuscript
draft.  The diligent and skilled efforts of Lea Bingham, Carol S. Carson, Dale Gaddis,
David Smith, Phyllis Supple, and Jean Wilson substantially improved the quality of the
text.  For their superb and vital contributions, I am deeply grateful.  I am exceedingly
grateful as well to Carol S. Carson and David Smith, the former for her extraordinary
talent as a photographer and skilled graphic designer that enabled her to produce for the
endsheets and dust jacket magnificent displays of First Presbyterian Church’s stained glass
windows with their Christian symbols, and the latter for his essential assistance with the
indices. And above all, thanks beyond all measure are due to Doris Carr Cross who typed
and retyped the manuscript as the author added newly discovered information, explored
subjects from different perspectives, encountered difficult formatting problems, or just
changed his mind! Her patience, perseverance, and diligence surely place her among the
Elect. Finally, my gratitude goes out to Scott Sipe of Carolina Academic Press for his en-
couragement in the publication of this story of an important Durham institution and to
Grace Pledger whose meticulous and skillful editing produced a book of impressive
dimensions and quality.

Peter Graham Fish
Durham, North Carolina
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