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Preface

This edition brings the text thoroughly up to date in statutory, judicial, and

Restatement developments, and includes law and economic analyses and commentary at

key spots throughout.

The structure of the book builds upon the realities that the most common tort litigation

is in negligence actions, and that key ancillary tort principles (i.e., causation, proximate

causation, damages, and multiple defendant doctrines) have been developed in that

litigation. Negligence also provides a rich environment for learning and testing the

various modes of legal reasoning and doctrinal development. Once the law of negligence

is understood, learning and assimilating other theories of tort liability readily follow with

less effort and time.

For these reasons and others, this book begins with the law of negligence and develops

it fully in the first 11 chapters. Thereafter, the text develops alternative theories of tort

liability (and statutory remedies) in individual chapters. These chapters include all the

primary non-negligence theories of liability ranging from intentional torts and strict

liability to defamation, invasion of privacy and constitutional torts.

We believe this structure provides the optimal approach for teaching and learning torts.

For teachers who teach in curriculums that devote five or six hours to torts, the entire

book provides a text for teaching a comprehensive torts course. For teachers who teach in

curriculums that have trimmed the number of hours assigned to first year courses, the first

11 chapters provide an excellent text for a basic course centered on negligence, and the

remainder of the book provides an equally good text for adding additional materials or

teaching an advanced course.

We would be pleased to receive notice of errors and suggestions for improvements

from law students, law teachers, and other users of this book.

Joseph W. Little

Lyrissa B. Lidsky

Gainseville, Florida

Robert H. Lande

Baltimore, Maryland
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