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Preface

started law practice as a first-year associate on September 26, 1977,
Iat the renowned law firm Donovan Leisure Newton & Irvine. The
firm had been started in 1929 by then-titled Colonel “Wild Bill” Don-
ovan, the most decorated veteran of World War I (and more recently
the head of the U.S. Antitrust Division); he would later become
Major General Donovan, founder of the Office of Strategic Services
(the forerunner of the C.I.A.) during World War II. By 1977, Don-
ovan Leisure was considered one of the country’s leading litigation
firms, with a specialty in large, complex antitrust cases.

I was a summer associate at the firm in 1976, and had gotten
an offer of permanent employment at the end of my summer ten-
ure. I felt honored to be joining this prestigious firm and, after trips
to California and France (after the New York Bar Exam), I found a
one-bedroom apartment to rent on East 57th Street and showed up
early for work on the 39th floor of 30 Rockefeller Plaza on Monday
morning, September 26.

This book contains—at its beginning—a number of chapters
focused on Donovan Leisure, as well as some of my early experiences
there. A few episodes are/were (in hindsight) pretty amusing, and
I hope readers will find them so. Others were/are not so amusing,
and I hope they will be instructive, especially to young lawyers at the
outset of their careers.

One side benefit of my years at Donovan Leisure—besides
receiving superb training which would help guide me through 47
years (plus) of my legal career—was that I began to write and pub-
lish articles on a wide range of topics. While many of those written
addressed complicated legal topics, I also began to write and publish
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articles that examined significant episodes concerning the legal his-
tory of our country. Many of those articles were published in the Fed-
eral Bar Council Quarterly; and it is those articles that (in updated
form) comprise the majority of this book’s chapters. From famous/
infamous trials to miscarriages of justice, examining famous histori-
cal figures’ brushes with the law as well as looking at how well promi-
nent politicians cut the mustard as practicing lawyers, these chapters
cover a vast swatch of material that I hope readers will find new and
interesting.



